
 

 

 

 

 

 

5th March 2021 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

I hope you and your families continue to be safe and well - We are delighted to be welcoming all 

students back to school on Wednesday 10th March – Registration will start for all year groups by 

8.45am.  

 

The government expects all students to return to full-time education after the New Year closure and 

third extended period of Lockdown and in line with the latest government guidance, the school has 

taken several additional measures which aim to reduce the risk to all students and staff in school.  

 

Full attendance in school for all students is expected, however, please note that if your child is 

exhibiting Covid-19 symptoms as detailed below, they should not attend. 
 

• A persistent cough 

• A high temperature (37.8°C or above) 

• A loss of taste or smell 

 

Below are details of other important information as a reminder of the practicalities of life at school 

within present circumstances, with the addition of two further measures, ensuring our return to the 

classroom is as safe and effective as possible.  

 

We will continue to …  
 

• Run a staggered timetable to keep year group bubbles separate, as far as possible  

• Separate year group zones for break and lunchtime 

• Stagger lunches for year group bubbles in separate spaces  

• Use a one way system around the site  

• Clear lesson routines to support hand sanitising on entry and exit to a classroom  

• Promote good respiratory hygiene “catch it, bin it, kill it” encouraging frequent hand 

washing and hand sanitising    

• Ensure that our enhanced cleaning standards continue on site daily  

• Ask students to wipe down computers and desks regularly  

• Re-arrange classrooms to ensure all students are facing the front and are two metres away 

from all adults at all times, where possible 

• Ensure that all occupied spaces are well ventilated with doors and windows open where 

possible, ensuring a balance between ventilation and a comfortable temperature 

• Carry out our highly effective track and trace process managing any confirmed cases of 

COVID-19 

• Run catering facilities from 10th March, however students can opt to bring packed lunches as 

normal. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Additional measures …  

 

(1) Mass Testing  

 

In addition to the above existing measures in place since September 2020, we are working in-line 

with the government’s ambition that the safest path to a return to face-to-face education is 

facilitated by the regular testing of both students and staff.  

 

In my letter this week, we have been able to offer appointments for those who have consented to 

in-school tests to start on Friday 5th March, to allow for a start on the 10th March for all students. 

This means that no student will return to the classroom without having been offered a test. The 

remaining two tests for consenting students will take place on a timetabled basis during the first 

week in school, moving to home testing thereafter.  

 

This ability to identify any students or staff who have COVID-19 but are asymptomatic, will allow us 

to control the spread of the virus as much as possible, however this measure does not alter the 

rigour of our Covid Risk Assessment linked here. 

 

Students whose parents did not give consent for the tests, or who missed the deadline will be able 

to return to school as normal on the 10th March. Please note that if we do not have the consent form 

completed for your child, they will not be able to have a test in school.  

 

(2) Face Coverings  

 

The second additional measure recommended by the government is the extended use of face 

coverings in school. From Wednesday 10th March we will ask all staff, students and visitors to school 

to wear a face covering at all times when inside where social distancing of 2m or more cannot be 

maintained; this will include in classrooms. Students who are exempt must have their lanyard visible 

at all times.  

 

Students may wear their own face covering but it should be plain and black in colour. Students 

should bring more than one face covering to school so that they can change them during the day, 

along with a small plastic bag to keep it in to keep it clean and to be hygienic. It is also helpful if 

students have their own hand sanitiser with them where possible.  

 

There will be no requirement for students or staff to wear a face covering when outside but they will 

be required to wear them if they are inside at break or lunch times when they are not eating or 

drinking. Students have shown great maturity and courtesy with regards the wearing of face 

coverings since September and I have complete confidence that this will only continue. We 

understand that some individuals are exempt from wearing face coverings and parents are asked to 

email their child’s Head of Year to ensure they are supported where needed. 

 

Safe wearing of face coverings requires  

• Cleaning of hands before and after touching including to remove or put them on  

• Safe storage of them in individual, sealable plastic bags between use. 

• Where a face covering becomes damp, it should not be worn, and the face covering should 

be replaced carefully 

https://stbirinusschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Risk-Assessment-SBS-Mar-2021-03.03.2021.pdf?t=1614943128?ts=1614943128


• Students may consider bringing a spare face covering to wear in the event that their face 

covering becomes damp during the day 

• Students should not touch the front of their face covering during use or when removing it 

• Place reusable face coverings in a plastic bag they can take home with them 

• Wash or sanitise their hands regularly when touching face coverings 

  

Our aim is to make the return to school for all students and staff as safe as possible, whilst also 

ensuring that students have a happy and academically rigorous return to the classroom.  

 

 

Reminders …  

 

Arrival at school 

Students arriving early to school are still able to have breakfast in the dining room from 8.15am (sat 

on tables in separate year groups). However, whenever possible, we still encourage all students to 

arrive at school no earlier than 8.35am, when they should go straight to their tutor rooms and sanitise 

their hands. Students should be in their tutor bases by 8:45am. 
 

Access to the school site 

Parents will be unable to access the site unless by prior appointment and only then when appropriate 

or necessary. We expect that most parent meetings will take place remotely and when meetings are 

arranged in school these will take place with two metre social distancing. Staff are encouraged to 

communicate by telephone or email.  
 

Assessment 

Further detailed information will follow regarding assessment for Year 11 and 13. Over the coming 

months. Please be assured that we will plan this in a way which supports your child to demonstrate 

what they know from what they have been taught and that we will give them plenty of guidance on 

the timeline of assessment for each subject and how best to prepare in order to be successful. 

Years 7-10 will not have any formal assessment during this term. Teachers will focus on using low 

stakes methods to gauge student understanding and inform further teaching following the period of 

remote provision last term.    

Uniform/dress code  

All students are expected to wear full uniform as this plays a vital role in contributing to our high 

standards and sets the appropriate tone for a business-like return to routine, learning and school 

life. Please read more about our expectations for school uniform and essential equipment here. 

There will be a 3 day period of grace while we resolve any uniform issues with students and families 

but basic expectations of the wearing of masks, having shirts tucked in and ties to the collar will of 

course be mandatory from Day 1 and usual rules will apply.  

 

Mobile phones  

The usual rules around mobile phones continue - they are not to be seen or heard on the school site, 

unless directed by a member of staff to supplement learning in class. 

 

Extra-curricular provision 

Extra-curricular activities will be run on a rota as year group activities as they were during the Autumn 

term. The library will be available on a year group rota basis. Books from the library may be taken 

home and will then be quarantined on their return.   

 

 

https://stbirinusschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/SBS-uniform-for-2020-21.pdf?t=1598356737


 

Illness  

 

Identification of a suspected case of Coronavirus  

If a student or staff member is experiencing any of the symptoms listed below, they must notify the 

school. They must then remain at home and apply for a test through the NHS website link here. 

 

If a student experiences any of the above symptoms in school they will be collected by a member of 

the Senior Leadership Team and escorted to a dedicated space where they will be supervised until 

they are collected by a family member or given permission to leave the site.   

 

Response to a suspected case 

Parents will be asked to collect their child without delay. In the case of a member of staff presenting 

symptoms, they will be asked to leave immediately. As above, the parents or staff member must then 

apply for a test through the NHS website link here. 

 

Students, staff and parents will be advised to follow the Government’s ‘Stay At Home’ guidance linked 

here. 

 

What happens if there is a confirmed case of coronavirus in school? 

We will contact the local Health Protection Team who will advise us. Based on this advice, we will send 

home anyone who has been in close contact with the person who tested positive. 

 

What is defined as ‘close contact’?  

Currently ‘close contact’ is defined as:  
 

• anyone who lives in the same household as someone with coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms or 

who has tested positive for coronavirus (COVID-19)  

• anyone who has had any of the following types of contact with someone who has tested positive 

for coronavirus (COVID-19) with a PCR or LFD test:  

• face-to-face contact including being coughed on or having a face-to-face conversation within 

1 metre  

• been within 1 metre for 1 minute or longer without face-to-face contact  

• been within 2 metres of someone for more than 15 minutes (either as a one-off contact, or 

added up together over one day)  

• travelled in the same vehicle or a plane 

 

 

Should I keep my child at home if there is a confirmed case in the school community?  

If you have been advised by either the NHS Test and Trace team or the school, then you must keep 

your child at home and they must self-isolate for 10 days. If you have not been advised to keep your 

child at home, then your child has not been in close contact with the person that was infectious – so 

please continue to send your child to school. 

 

Any Covid updates should be sent to covidqueries@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk  

 

 

Behaviour 

We have every confidence that student behaviour will continue to be excellent and our usual high 

expectations will continue. Please find the updated Standard Operating Procedures linked here. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-an-antigen-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-an-antigen-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
mailto:covidqueries@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk
https://stbirinusschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/St-Birinus-School-SOPS-2020-2021-Covid-Annex-March-2021.pdf?ts=1614944099841


Suffice to say that compliance with expectations and instructions put in place to keep staff and 

students safe and to reasonably limit the risk of virus infection are completely non-negotiable.  

 
 

As a school, we are very much looking forward to welcoming students back onto the site and into 

classrooms and we will do all we can to ensure that as they quickly readjust, they feel confident, 

happy and safe in familiar surroundings.  

 

With very best wishes,  

 

 

Mr W Manning 

Headteacher 

 

 

 


