
 

 
William Manning BA (Hons) 

9th December 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I am writing with confirmation of the arrangements for the last week of Term 2 2020.  
You may be aware that, as announced yesterday, schools have been granted the flexibility 
by the Department for Education to designate 18th December 2020 as a non-teaching day.  
 
The purpose of this is firstly, to reduce the possibility and risk of further self-isolation for 
both students and staff and secondly, to lessen the potential time spent on contact tracing 
during the school Christmas holiday.  
 
We have therefore made the decision to use the December 18th half day for staff INSET purposes. 
The last day of term for students therefore will be Thursday 17th December - we will finish at our 
usual time of 3.15pm. As a result of this, the last day of the Spring term will be a full day, finishing at 
3:15pm instead of 12:30pm. 

 
We understand that parents want to do all they can to avoid having to self-isolate over the 
holiday period to ensure that families can enjoy as much time together as possible, within 
the specified restrictions.  
 
Until then, we are expecting students to be in school as usual, unless they are self-isolating, 
and we cannot authorise requests for students to learn remotely during this final week. As 
ever, should your child or anyone in the household present symptoms of COVID-19 or test 
positive, ensure that your child self-isolates and that you inform the school on 
covidqueries@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk. Be aware that some students have tested positive for 
COVID-19 with only mild symptoms, so do monitor symptoms carefully and as always err on 
the side of caution.  Please find below the following holiday contact tracing arrangements:  

• Where a pupil or staff member tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), having 

developed symptoms more than 48 hours since being in school, the school should not be 

contacted. Parents and carers should follow contact tracing instructions provided by NHS 

Test and Trace. 

• For the first 5 days after teaching ends, if a pupil or staff member tests positive for 

coronavirus (COVID-19), having developed symptoms within 48 hours of being in school, 

the school is asked to assist in identifying close contacts and advising self-isolation, as the 

individual may have been infectious whilst in school. 

• School staff are not asked to remain on-call or conduct any contact tracing more than 5 

days after the final day of teaching. Where a school’s last teaching day is on Thursday 

17th December, there should be no pupil contact tracing asks beyond Tuesday 22nd 

December. 
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William Manning BA (Hons) 

 
Friday 11th December remains a non-uniform day this week, so do please pay the £1 
contribution on ParentPay to support the Save the Children Christmas Jumper fundraiser. 
Please ensure that your son brings his face mask with him to school on non-uniform day. 
 
I will be in touch before the closure next week to wish you all a happy and safe Christmas 
holiday. Until then, it only remains for me to thank you all for your support, encouragement 
and empathy in what has been a hugely challenging period for our school community. 
 
Best wishes,   

 
 
 

Mr W Manning 
Headteacher 
 
 


