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18th January 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
Subsequent to my message to parents on Friday, tweaking the school timetable internally 
has naturally prompted a number of queries about the nature of our online learning 
provision in different year groups.  
 
By way of further explanation, the rationale for this change came in response to feedback 
from our recent surveys from students, parents, and teachers. We received an 
overwhelming number of requests to review lesson timing for many reasons, not least to 
create regular screen and movement breaks, to provide time during the day for families at 
home to eat together and also opportunity for students to have a daily walk or exercise 
before light dwindles in the afternoon.   
 
I hope that you find the update below helpful.  
 
Year 11, 12 and 13   
All lessons will be delivered Live through Microsoft Teams - Students will be registered and 
lessons will be scheduled according to the timetable below. This allows both staff and 
students a set structure for 45 minute lessons and clear breaks away from screens.  
 

Times   Monday - Friday   

8.45am - 9.10am   Registration   

9.15am - 10.00am   Period 1    

10.00am - 10.30am   BREAK   

10.30am - 11.15am   Period 2   

11.30am - 12.15pm   Period 3   

12.15pm - 1.15pm   Lunch   

1.15pm - 2.00pm   Period 4   

2.15pm - 3.00pm   Period 5 (except Friday) #   

3.15pm - 4.00pm    Period 6 (Twilight)   

 
Years 7 - 10  
The expectation remains for boys in Years 7 - 10 that their learning will be presented for 
them on Satchel:One daily by 9am. The nature and format of these lessons will be on 
PowerPoint with Loom audio-visual narrative - a format which has proved highly effective 
and which the student survey shows us is inclusive, supportive and offers flexibility.   Staff 
will be available to answer any queries from students on their online learning through the 
chat function on Satchel:One, as per the timetable above.  
 
  



 

Some lessons may be taught Live through Microsoft Teams. As we build our confidence as a 
staff in what is, for us, a new way of working, teachers are beginning to share their 
confidence in Live lessons outside of Years 11, 12 and 13. If your son is in Year 7 – 10 he may 
already have had some live lessons in English, Maths, History, Art, Film Studies, Geography, 
E&M or PE. 
 
There is, however, no expectation that all lessons are indeed to be taught Live. Feedback 
from parents and students clearly shows that a mixed economy model is by far the 
preferred method of delivering lessons for a multitude of reasons. In fact, feedback from 
Ofsted, the Department of Education and the Educational Endowment Foundation 
completely supports this, clearly indicating that a mixed economy of synchronous (live 
remote) and asynchronous (recorded remote) learning is the best model.  
 
If students in Year 7 – 10 have a live lesson on Teams, this will be made clear by subject 
teachers on Satchel:One.  The title of the lesson will announce that it is a live lesson and 
students will be able to access the lesson either via the link that will automatically be 
generated to their school email account, via the link that will have been shared on 
Satchel:One or by logging into Teams and selecting the channel for that class.  If your son 
needs any further support navigating Teams then please visit the ‘Digital SBS’ section of our 
website where Mr Rees has uploaded a series of videos to support students with a range of 
digital platforms including Teams here.  
 
In an ever and fast changing landscape nationally, we are working hard to adapt swiftly to 
tweak and develop our remote provision week by week. If you have any questions or 
queries in relation to our Remote Teaching and Learning, please do not hesitate to get in 
touch with Ms Hopkins, Assistant Headteacher for Teaching and Learning (jhopkins@st-
birinus.oxon.sch.uk).  
 
 
 
Best wishes 

 
 

 

Mr W Manning 

Headteacher 

https://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/3361/digital-sbs
mailto:jhopkins@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:jhopkins@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk

