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18th July 2022 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  

Another academic year has hurtled by and one not without its challenges but we have ended the 

summer term on a real high, and I am not simply referring to the soaring temperatures.  

The opportunity to see exam groups in Years 10, 11 and Year 13 enter the hall and matriculate for 

the first time in three years was both impressive and reassuring to see. Students in the upper school 

have demonstrated the most remarkable resilience and perseverance over the past three years and 

their stoicism and personal ownership of their achievement and progress has been a real inspiration.  

With more events back on the calendar, some of the real highlights for me this last long term were 

the Awards Evenings for D6, Lower School, Upper School and for Sports. Having parents join us for 

the occasions has such a profound effect on the gravitas and impact for the boys, and the events 

have been sorely missed. The sense of celebration and a threshold moment at the Year 13 and Year 

11 proms was profound and such a lovely occasion to catch up with individuals and share 

memorable anecdotes about their school journey. The Summer Concert for the Trust was an 

absolute joy to attend, as were the Sports Days for Years 7 to 9. I am only sorry that Year 10 missed 

out due to a combination Covid illness in PE and latterly, of course, the scorching weather posing an 

undeniable risk for youngsters involved in strenuous exertion.    

The tweak in the uniform policy to deliver a “summer uniform”, has proved a great success and been 

particularly enjoyed in the lower school – the boys have really appreciated being that bit more 

comfortable and cool, certainly this term. Most uplifting this year perhaps, has been the return to 

clubs, activities and fixtures, which form such a key and fundamental part of school life, forging 

friendships and long lasting memories of a school experience, so constrained over the last three 

years.  

Overwhelmingly, I am very proud of a school community which has stood up and weathered all 

manner of challenges and shown an irrepressible strength of character, not to be deterred or put off 

its core purpose, that of serving you as parents and the young people entrusted in its care.  

This afternoon, we said some fond farewells to dear and experienced colleagues, leaving this year …  

• Mrs Beauchamp (3 years), from the English Department, travels to Norway with her husband 

to work with disadvantaged youngsters.  

• Mr Odhiambo (4 years), Head of Year 11 this year, goes on to lead on player welfare at 

Oxford United Football Club’s youth academy. 

• Mrs Pyatt (5 years), the D6 Sociology Lead and teacher of Psychology moves north to 

Scotland for retirement.  

• Mr Parking-Haig (5.5 years), teacher of Geography and Head of Year 13, takes up a post in an 

international school in Germany.  

• Mr Skae (11 years), longstanding Student Support Manager, retires this summer.  

• Mrs Strange (19 years) retires from her stalwart service in the dining room.  

• Mrs Prothero (26 years) retires from the post of Art Technician, who has seen an entire 

generation of students, and teachers, pass through SBS.  



 

To recruit for these changes and also grow the staffroom to accommodate an intake in Year 7 of 240 

students this September, I am very excited by the appointments the school has made in attracting a 

great crop of new staff arriving in SBS for academic year 2022/3.    

• Mr Purnell – English & Year 7 Tutor  

• Miss Reidy – English & Year 7 Tutor 

• Mr Stephens – Mathematics & Year 7 Tutor 

• Mr Wright – Mathematics & Year 7 Tutor 

• Miss Huggett – Science & Year 7 Tutor 

• Miss Douglass – Science  

• Miss Collins – Humanities & Year 10 Tutor  

• Mr Mahoney – Modern Foreign Languages  

• Mrs Carter – D6 Sociology & D6 Tutor  

• Mrs Smith – Student Support Manager  

• Miss Hayward – Teaching Assistant   

• Mrs Lanzon-Miller – Teaching Assistant  

• Miss Lovell – Teaching Assistant 

 

For information, I attach and link here a copy of the Behaviour Policy for 2022/23 – Our Standard 

Operating Procedures show no radical change but simply reflect our high expectations for the 

student body that serve their learning and a harmonious school community so well.  

I am very much looking forward to the start of next year and all the optimism and opportunity it will 

bring with it, but not before we have all had good summer to recharge in anticipation of the rigour 

and ambition for the year ahead.  

I wish you all a very happy and safe summer ahead and really look forward to seeing Year 7 with us 

on Monday 5th September for their Induction Day starting at 8.45am and to welcome the whole 

school back on Tuesday 6th September, again at 8.45am.    A reminder that we will revert back to the 

winter uniform in September, therefore all students will be required to be wearing their shirts, ties 

and blazers. 

Until then, I thank you for all your support and constant encouragement, without which St Birinus 

would not be making the assertive strides that it undoubtedly is.  

Best wishes for a fantastic summer break.  

 

Mr W Manning  

Headteacher  

  
 

https://stbirinusschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/St-Birinus-School-SOPS-2022-2023.pdf?t=1658218257

