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About Us
At St Birinus School, we share a deep commitment to our mission statement and the core 
values which lie at the heart of the school’s ethos:

‘Inspiring Excellence through Care, Courtesy and Commitment’.

• Care: The boys take care of themselves and others, demonstrating kindness and empathy. 
They take care in their work, a pride in their progress and are diligent in their learning. 
They take care in the manner in which they present themselves and are mindful of the 
environment that surrounds them, in school and out. 

• Courtesy: The strength of our school community is founded on respectful relationships 
and politeness. The importance of good manners, grace and personal responsibility 
cannot be overstated; these are lifelong attributes for students joining society as well 
rounded, successful young men.  

• Commitment: To achieve in learning and life requires a capacity and desire to work 
hard. Concentration, determination and ambition are essential. We understand 
that engagement, resilience and learning from experience and failure are integral 
components of success. We value and celebrate commitment and reward it regularly. 

St Birinus is unique as the only state boys’ secondary school in Oxfordshire. We have a  
co-educational Sixth Form, run in partnership with Didcot Girls’ School, and celebrated 
being 80 years old in 2016. Whilst we value our history and established identity, we are 
also committed to innovation, new technology and an education fit for the 21st century, 
enabling all of our students to achieve excellence.



Starting
Inspiring excellence

St Birinus is a vibrant and 
very welcoming school, 
where we develop our 
boys into well rounded, 
successful young men 
who epitomise masculinity 
in a modern sense and 
who are supremely well 
prepared to contribute 
to society and thrive 
personally. Academic 
standards are prized as 
much as character, good 
manners, contribution 
and leadership.

As a school, we have exceptionally high 

standards for our students and present 

a wealth of opportunity for them in all 

areas of school life. We promote a calm, 

ordered and supportive environment 

where relationships flourish between staff 

and students. A clear focus is maintained 

on excellent teaching and learning, and we encourage the boys 

to aim high in all that they do. We strive to equip them with 

the skills, knowledge and personal attributes required to grasp 

any opportunity before them. Teaching staff are animated and 

passionate about teaching boys, promoting lifelong learning 

and responsible 21st century citizenship.

Whilst the only all-boys’ school in Oxfordshire, we are 

collaborative partners in the Ridgeway Education Trust – 

a multi-academy trust committed to educational excellence 

– and share our 16-19 provision with Didcot Girls’ School 

in the form of Didcot Sixth Form, based on the St Birinus 

site. We value this partnership hugely and see it as a driving 

force for developing educational provision in Didcot and its 

surrounding area both now and in the future.

The touchstones and the bedrock of our learning community 

are our school values - “Inspiring Excellence through Care, 

Courtesy and Commitment”. Students and staff ensure that 

our values are tangible and real. Our values contribute to an 

ambitious and driven culture which delivers excellent results, 

well above average nationally, for the boys year on year. With a 

relentless focus on high expectation and excellent standards of 

organisation, personal presentation and behaviour, well-pitched 

teaching and learning engage and inspire.

The curriculum and extra-curricular offer here at St Birinus is 

both rich and broad – Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Mathematics, traditional bastions of male interest, thrive yet 

Photography, Art, Dance, Drama, Music and Modern Foreign 

Languages, including the recent introduction of Mandarin 

Chinese, are all well represented and flourishing subjects. 

Outside of the classroom, the provision is outstanding. 

Inclusive and elite sports are complemented with memorable 

joint drama productions across the Trust and a wealth of 

other opportunities and clubs.

St Birinus School is a very special community where we are 

exceptionally proud of the boys and their spirit, individuality, 

endeavour, resilience, loyalty and good humour. If you would 

like to visit us, you will be made very welcome. 

William Manning, Head Teacher

“STANDARDS IN MANY 

SUBJECTS ARE ABOVE 

THE NATIONAL AVERAGE 

FOR BOYS AND THIS IS 

ESPECIALLY THE CASE 

FOR ENGLISH AND 

MATHEMATICS” 

 OFSTED
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Inspiring Excellence
We want our boys to be challenged in all that they do, so that 
there is a vibrant and creative atmosphere which inspires us all.

“TEACHERS EFFECTIVELY 

STRETCH AND 

CHALLENGE PUPILS  

TO DO THEIR BEST”

 OFSTED

To achieve this, we have developed a broad and rich 

curriculum that offers every boy opportunity. 

Teachers at St Birinus are experts in their subjects and experts 

in teaching boys. They have developed, and continually 

review, accessible, purposeful and engaging routes of study 

through the curriculum. In Years 7 and 8, all boys study a wide 

range of subjects and, additionally, secure skills in literacy, 

numeracy and ICT. In Year 9, boys begin their GCSE courses: 

all students follow an agreed core programme but are able 

to choose additional subjects from a variety of academic and 

vocational qualifications. Students are guided towards the 

most appropriate learning pathway, depending on individual 

interest and aptitude, future aspiration and ability.

We are especially proud of our lead teachers within Subject 

Faculties who oversee vital areas of skill acquisition for the 

boys. These include Reading, Oracy, Advanced Sports, the 

Advanced Learner Programme and STEM. These members 

of staff have successfully forged lasting links with the local 

community, facilitating access to first class experiences in 

the workplace and higher education.

The Study Café is open after school alongside daily access 

to our homework club. In addition, our Special Educational 

Needs Department supports boys, both in and out of lessons, 

allowing us to provide bespoke support to meet the needs of 

every child. The school is one where inspired excellence is not 

only fostered through the diligent planning of lessons, but is 

deeply embedded in the ethos of the whole school community.
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The whole is greater than 
the sum of its parts
Working within the Ridgeway 
Education Multi Academy 
Trust with the Ofsted rated 
Outstanding Didcot Girls’ 
School since September 
2015 and joining with Sutton 
Courtenay Church of England 
Primary School in April 2019 
has proved a fantastic step 
for St Birinus in terms of 
synergy, reciprocity and 
mutual support. 

With the Didcot Sixth Form based on the 

St Birinus site from September 2019, the 

boys reap all the benefits of sharing the 

campus with senior student role models 

pursuing their learning at advanced level. 

The interface and collaboration between 

the three schools offers teaching staff 

the opportunity to share expertise and 

grow professionally, whilst students enjoy 

access to an enriching cross-site and 

cross-phase experience in many facets 

of school life. 
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Care

Caring for one another is one of the core values at St Birinus School. 
Pastoral systems in the school are excellent and ensure that each boy 
is welcomed as an individual, within a whole school community.

Tutor groups take place every morning and consist of 

students meeting with their designated Form Tutor.  

Heads of Year lead and uphold the culture and standards 

within their year group and overview student progress and  

well-being: working alongside Form Tutors are the Student 

Support Managers, who are non-teaching members of 

staff, dedicated to supporting the pastoral needs of our 

students. These individuals form the main contacts with 

parents and will work alongside families and students 

where further support is required. 

We have a permanent Head of Year 7 who is an expert 

in the Transition process and is therefore enabled to 

ensure that boys starting secondary school feel informed, 

supported and excited about their future at the school.

In co-ordination with the Heads of Year, we run an active 

House system which permeates the curriculum and is 

embedded in the rich history of the school. The traditional 

four houses encourage competition and a sense of family 

which is much noticed and praised by visitors.

We hold Year Assemblies once each week where reflective 

thinking skills are developed. A highlight of each term is the 

Year Group Celebration Assembly, where students share 

their achievements and we celebrate the strong community 

that makes our school such a supportive and stimulating 

place to grow.

“PARENTS 

OVERWHELMINGLY 

REPORT THAT THE 

PUPILS ARE WELL  

CARED FOR”

 OFSTED

“STAFF REALLY DO GO 

THE EXTRA MILE FOR  

THE PUPILS”

 OFSTED 



Courtesy

Courtesy is one of the core values at St Birinus School and embodies 
the qualities that we encourage in our boys. 

We recognise that, although qualifications are important, 

school is about much more than examinations. Our students 

benefit from a wide range of creative, sporting and cultural 

activities, aimed at shaping them into well rounded, respectful, 

young men. 

With this in mind, we have an inclusive leadership programme 

aimed, not only at creating leaders of the future, but also 

ensuring that all students leave school with confidence and a 

range of leadership skills that will enable them to successfully 

access their future career paths. By celebrating achievements 

both in and out of school, we see even the most insular 

students becoming prominent and active members of the 

school community.

Our students enter competitions at county and national 

levels in a vast range of disciplines. Our accomplishments in 

these areas are exceptional and we regularly find ourselves 

carrying the mantle of county champions. We benefit hugely 

from our links with the world class science community within 

the local area and from our excellent partnerships with the 

Oxford Universities.

“PUPILS ARE 

CONFIDENT TO 

SHARE THEIR VIEWS 

WITH VISITORS AND 

ARE POLITE AND 

CHEERFUL”

 OFSTED

“BEHAVIOUR AROUND 

THE SCHOOL IS GOOD. 

MOVEMENT AROUND 

THE SCHOOL IS CALM; 

PUPILS AT BREAK AND 

LUNCHTIMES ARE 

WELL BEHAVED” 

 OFSTED
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Commitment

Commitment is one of the core values at St Birinus School and we 
foster an ethos of active participation in extra-curricular endeavour.

This is not only so that students develop skills of integration, 

critical thinking and dedication, but because the myriad 

of opportunities leads to an enriching experience for 

our students. 

We offer a rich and diverse range of extra-curricular clubs that 

includes an array of sporting endeavours: Drama Club, Choir, 

Orchestra, Debating Club, Science Club, Computing, STEM, 

Warhammer, Duke of Edinburgh and much, much more.

Our annual highlights of the school year include the joint 

drama production with Didcot Girls’ School, the Music and 

Dance Concerts and the Art Exhibitions, all of which receive 

rave reviews.

In addition to our weekly extra-curricular programme we run 

numerous trips, both locally and internationally. We run a 

large number of trips abroad, to America, Canada, France and 

Spain, to name but a few. World Challenge groups explore 

Ecuador, Borneo, Tanzania and Swaziland. Travel in Britain 

is also encouraged with regular visits to museums, galleries, 

theatres, castles and coastal areas to make our curriculum 

come alive.

“I LOVE THAT THERE IS 

ALWAYS SOMETHING 

NEW TO DO AND THAT 

THE TEACHERS ARE 

EXCITED ABOUT THEIR 

SUBJECTS. YOU CAN 

JOIN A TEAM, LEARN 

A NEW SKILL, THERE 

IS ALWAYS SO MUCH 

TO ENJOY. I’M REALLY 

GLAD I CHOSE TO 

COME HERE”  

 YEAR 7 STUDENT
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4

Mereland Rd 

Didcot  

Oxon OX11 8AZ

Tel: 01235 814444

Email: stbirinus@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk 

Website: www.st-birinus-school.org.uk 

Twitter: twitter.com/StBirinusSchool
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