
  

 
  

25th February 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
What a significant week in education, and for our school community, this particular week has been…  
 
Firstly, we are excited and very pleased to confirm today the date of the full reopening of St Birinus 
School as Wednesday 10th March. Secondly, early this morning, came the release of details from 
Ofqual and the Department of Education and an update on how qualifications will be awarded to 
students in Years 11 and 13 this summer.  
 
School Reopening  

First, after three days of Lateral Flow Testing for all students beginning on Friday 5th March, we will 
be able welcome back all students in Years 7 to 13 onto the school site on Wednesday 10th March. 
The process to administer the first of the three tests to all students by the end of Tuesday 
9th March is as follows:   
  

Friday 5th March     Year 11 and DSF boys 
Monday 8th March   Year 8 and Year 10  
Tuesday 9th March    Year 9 and Year 7  

  
This process and structure minimises the risk of positive cases enforcing periods of self-isolation for 
close contacts at the very outset of the reopening. Please find a link to the Covid Testing Consent 
letter here. The Consent Form can be downloaded here.   
 
Whilst we administer tests to students on site, staff will need to make the shift from Live teaching to 
setting work remotely to allow the opportunity to meet as Departments and to plan effectively to 
welcome back our students to classrooms. We will need to revisit and remind everyone of the 
essential details of working in a Covid secure school, in terms of expectations and routines, both old 
and new. A key element of the new guidance relates to the increased use of face coverings in that 
they are required to be worn in lessons, until Easter in the first instance. The roadmap to 
Wednesday 10th March is as follows …  
 

Date  Staff  Students  

Now to 
Thursday 
4th March  

• Teach remotely - Live lessons through 
Microsoft Teams and Satchel:One  

• SBS Hub open  

• All students learn remotely off site  

• SBS Hub open  

Friday 5th 
March  

• Teach remotely - Live lessons through 
Microsoft Teams and Satchel:One 

• No Live lessons for Years 11, 12 & 13 

• SBS Hub open  

• All students learn remotely off site  

• Lateral Flow Test 1 for Year 11 and D6 boys 
on site.  

• Tests scheduled by appointment – students 
are tested and leave the site immediately 
afterwards  

• SBS Hub open  

https://stbirinusschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/SBS-Parent-Letter-25.02.pdf?t=1614262378?ts=1614262378
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=bTdgoopD6UC_KVK4096qKJVOXaKa_FJMgX7pnM1SxU5UQUdSQU85Q001WUVPTEZaTENNT1BYQU1ORC4u


  

 
  

Monday 
8th March  

• Work set remotely through Loom 
lessons uploaded on Satchel:One 

• Staff on school site for planning and 
preparation, socially distanced 
department sessions and remote 
input from SLT ahead of reopening  

• SBS Hub open  

• All students learn remotely off site  

• Lateral Flow Test 1 for Year 10 and Year 8 
boys on site - Tests scheduled by 
appointment – students are tested and 
leave the site immediately afterwards 

• SBS Hub open  

Tuesday 9th 
March  

• Work set remotely through Loom 
lessons uploaded on Satchel:One 

• Last day for the SBS Hub  

• All students learn remotely off site 

• Lateral Flow Test 1 for Year 7 and Year 9 
boys on site - Tests scheduled by 
appointment - students are tested and 
leave the site immediately afterwards 

• Last day for the SBS Hub  

Wednesday 
10th March  

Day 1 whole school reopening  

• After an extended registration 
(Registration and Period 1), staff 
teach on site in classrooms according 
to the Covid banded timetable  

Day 1 whole school reopening  

• After an extended registration period, 
operate on their Covid banded timetable  

• Lateral Flow Test 2 for Year 11 and D6 
boys on site – students will leave lessons 
according to a published schedule  

 
 
GCSE, Vocational and A levels summer 2021  

Secondly, it was also announced today by the Education Secretary that students will receive grades 
awarded and determined by schools, with pupils only assessed on what they have been taught. 
Schools will be able to draw on a range of evidence when determining grades, including the optional 
use of questions provided by exam boards, as well as mock exams, coursework, or other work 
completed as part of a pupil’s course, such as essays or in-class tests. No algorithm will be used. 

Schools will submit grades to exam boards by 18th June, allowing as much teaching time as possible 
before centres make their assessments. Results days for GCSE, A level and some vocational 
qualifications will take place in the week of 9th August. This has been moved forward from the week 
of the 23rd August. 

Clearly, there is a huge amount of work and preparation to both welcome the community back onto 
the site safely and to chart a successful course through to the summer to ensure that grades are 
awarded fairly and students in Years 11 and 13 achieve the qualifications that they deserve. We will 
share further information on the assessment process in due course.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
  

 
Whilst we set to work to ensure that the reopening of St Birinus School is smooth, successful and 
safe for both its staff and students, this must be a moment for real optimism and positivity as one 
sincerely hopes that this will be last time during the Covid pandemic that we deploy the term 
“school reopening”.  
 
We must begin the process of restoring the infrastructure of the site to the vibrant, visceral and 
exciting school that we know. This process will only be complete with the return of the young people 
and teaching professionals who have demonstrated such ambition, tenacity and resilience over the 
past 12 months.  
 
Any queries and concerns, please do not hesitate to get in touch.   
 
 
Best wishes 

 
 
 
 

Mr W Manning 
Headteacher 
 


