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ST BIRINUS SCHOOL
Inspiring Excellence

BRITISH VALUES
We are talking in assemblies this week about British Values. This is a topic which schools are being encouraged to explore 
and it certainly provokes thought and discussion.

In a lesson I taught last week we talked about what Britain is and who felt British. Almost all students said they were British 
although many said that their parents were not – some said that they were Welsh or Scottish which raises a whole other 
debate!

The core British Values we have identified as a school are:

• Tolerance and Understanding
• Democracy
• The Rule of Law
Tolerance and Understanding are non-negotiables in society and in a school as a microcosm of society.  Of course we 
know that they are not always in evidence and people – particularly children growing up – will at times lack understanding 
and empathy with others and can sometimes be intolerant of other people for a huge variety of reasons. Our role in schools 
is to promote tolerance and understanding, recognising and celebrating positive relationships within a community where 
everyone can be themselves.

Democracy is important. At its core is the right to have a “voice”. At St Birinus we have School and House Councils which 
reflect the democratic bodies which exist within society; opinions are expressed and listened to, votes are sometimes held 
and the majority sways decision-making. We celebrate democracy and are grateful for it.

The Rule of Law is about justice and fairness, democratic qualities which boys at St Birinus feel strongly about. They 
recognise that everyone is responsible, and should be held accountable, for his or her actions be it in school or society and 
that this is something we celebrate in Britain. 

I talked with the students last week about who are the great British heroes. Unsurprisingly most suggested Winston 
Churchill as the great British hero. We had a lengthy debate about the difference between an English and a British hero – 
this apparently rules both Bobby Moore and Jonny Wilkinson out. They identified Mo Farah as a British hero and said that 
you did not have to be born in this country to be one. In a similar context someone suggested William the Conqueror as the 
greatest invader of Britain. Interestingly, very few of the examples were women and this is something we need to work on – 
perhaps heroine rather than hero would have been more helpful.
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