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Didcot Sixth Form (DSF) is a unique partnership between two very
successful schools, Didcot Girls’ School and St Birinus School.

These two schools, both part of the Ridgeway Education Trust, have
a history of excellent educational collaboration.

Didcot Sixth Form is a vibrant mixed sixth form utilising both the
girls’ and boys’ school sites and staff expertise. The values of both
schools join together to create a sixth form provision which pro-
motes high quality learning in an inclusive learning environment
based on respectful relationships. Our sixth form students play a full
role in the life of the two schools as well as in the sixth form itself.

We currently have around 300 students allowing us to capitalise on
the economies of scale this provides. We are able to offer 30 Ad-
vanced Level and Vocational courses, English and Mathematics
GCSE (for those students without a Grade 4 or better), a varied en-
richment programme, opportunities to develop leadership skills, the
support of a tutor and high quality advice and guidance in taking the
next step towards higher education, apprenticeships and employ-
ment. The progression routes of our students are excellent.

We are very proud of Didcot Sixth Form. We believe that the provi-
sion we offer of a rounded, high quality education is second to none
– and our results, year on year, testify to this. This summer, our
A-level students achieved excellent results again with 1 in 2 of all
entries graded an A*, A or B, with many of our students securing a
place at a Russell Group University. Other than those taking a year
out, all of our students have successfully progressed to university,
college or apprenticeship courses or moved into employment. We
are confident that we will continue to realise these levels of success
for current and future students in Didcot Sixth Form.

If you are new to the Didcot schools, we hope you will visit and see
us in action and that you will then be inspired to make an applica-
tion. We look forward to welcoming you to Didcot Sixth Form.

Mr Paul Willett
Director
Didcot Sixth Form

If you are considering DSF for your sixth form studies and would like
to arrange a visit then please contact Mr Paul Willett, Director of
Sixth Form, at either site.

pwillett@didcotgirls.oxon.sch.uk
or pwillett@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk
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Our message to all our students:

‘Be proud of who you are and all that you achieve’

Mrs Rachael Warwick,
Executive Headteacher,

Ridgeway Education Trust

Mr John Marston,
Headteacher,

St Birinus School

Mr Paul Willett,
Director,

Didcot Sixth Form

Mr Tom Goodenough,
Head of School,

Didcot Girls’ School
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Who can apply to
Didcot Sixth Form

How many courses?

Entry Criteria

All students at Didcot Girls’ School and St Birinus School are
welcome and encouraged to apply for a place in Didcot Sixth
Form. We are also happy to welcome an increasing number of
students from a range of other schools, including from abroad.

With so much on offer, it is important that you make the right
choice for you. We suggest you make good use of all the
advice available, together with the details which follow. You should
try to choose a programme which you will find interesting and
rewarding, and above all, one which is likely to lead to success.

The entry requirements for each subject are listed on page 51.

For the majority of A-levels, Grade 6 at GCSE is required (or Grade
5 with the recommendation of the subject teacher). Where a
student does not meet the entry requirement for a particular
subject but had been predicted by their subject teacher to meet it,
an interview with a senior member of staff will determine whether
the subject can be taken or not.

We expect all students to take a minimum of 3 subjects in Years
12 and 13. Those students who achieve mainly 7s, 8s and 9s (or
equivalent) at GCSE will be encouraged and supported to take 4
subjects in Year 12 and, depending on the outcome of the end of
Year 12 formal internal examinations, to take 3 or 4 subjects
forward to full A-level. Alternatively to taking a fourth A-level (or in
addition), students may study for the Extended Project
Qualification.

All students should choose 5 subjects and list them in order of
priority. During the interview process in February and March, there
will be opportunities to discuss whether a student is
recommended to take 3 or 4 subjects at A-level.

Any student who does not achieve Grade 4 or higher in English
and/or Maths at GCSE should continue with it/them in the sixth
form.

Please note that you do not select courses according to where
they are taught. Where subjects are taught at both schools we
organise groups to balance numbers and to minimise travelling
between sites. By joining Didcot Sixth Form you are accepting
that you may have lessons at either school base

Students will be ensured a place in DSF subject to the following
conditions:
• That an appropriate course is available for the student
• That the student has achieved the entry requirements for the
chosen course
• That the student has a supporting reference from their previous
place of learning with regard to attendance and conduct

In some circumstances, for example where there are concerns
over a student’s commitment to their learning or a student has not
fully met the entry requirements, a place may be offered on a pro-
bationary basis. In these instances, a student’s progress in Didcot
Sixth Form will be monitored over a set period (usually 4 weeks).
If the student fails to meet any of the agreed academic, behaviour,
attendance or punctuality targets they may not successfully enrol
into Didcot Sixth Form or the probationary period may be
extended.

Students will be ensured a place in Year 13 subject to the
following conditions:

• That the student has successfully completed their Year 12
studies and achieved a minimum of Grade E (or equivalent) in all
of their subjects
• That the student has achieved a minimum of 95% attendance
• That the student has demonstrated a commitment to learning

In some circumstances, a place may be offered on a probationary
basis. In these instances, a student’s progress in Year 13 will be
monitored over a set period (usually 4 weeks). If the student fails
to meet any of the agreed academic, behaviour, attendance or
punctuality targets they may not successfully enrol into Didcot
Sixth Form or the probationary period may be extended.

Enrolment to the Sixth Form

The School Day
As a sixth form student you will have a more flexible day than
other students and you will be expected to take responsibility for
your own learning, both in and out of the classroom. You will have
independent learning time within the school week. Independent
study is supervised to ensure all students are able to work in an
appropriate working environment.

Please note that the school day may finish at 4.15 pm for sixth
form students (5.00pm on Wednesdays for those students
identified as needing some extra support). A free shuttle bus is
provided for students who need to transfer between sites.

Students are expected to attend lessons and Student Guidance
Time punctually. Regular and punctual attendance is an essential
prerequisite to effective learning. As a sixth form, we have an
ethos which demonstrates to students, parents and the wider
community how much we expect and value good attendance and
punctuality.

Attendance and Punctuality



Dress Code
Didcot Sixth Form students are role models for younger
students, and their standards of dress are an important part
of the culture of the sixth form. We are a sixth form based
on school sites that have excellent standards of dress, val-
ues and ethos and we expect sixth form students to be
part of the whole school community. We have a dress code
that stops short of a prescriptive full uniform, but with the
aim to have a smart appearance that allows a degree of
personal choice.
This includes:

At Didcot Sixth Form we offer a wide selection of A-level
courses in recognition of feedback from students and the
excellent employment and further education opportunities
on offer in local science and business industries.

How to choose courses
at Didcot Sixth Form

4

For extra guidance you should note that the following are
not acceptable:
• Denim (except for dark black jeans)
• No ripped clothing
• T-shirts (without collar), sweat shirts or hoodies
• Clothing with slogans or large logos
• Clothing that is overly revealing, including exposing bare
midriff or chest
• Hats and other headwear (except for parentally confirmed
religious or medical reasons)
• Trainers
• Skin tight trousers, combat trousers, shorts or cut-offs
• Strappy tops or vests
• Sportswear e.g. tracksuits, hooded tops
• Leggings/jeggings
• Facial piercings
• Extremes of hair style and unnatural hair colour

• Shoes: conventional, work orientated and comfortable (in-
cluding black trainers that look smart)
• Smart trousers (including dark black jeans) or skirt (of re-
spectable length)
• Smart collared shirt, plain polo shirt, collared T-shirt or
blouse (high neckline and covered shoulders)
• Smart dress (of respectable length)
Optional
• Sandals may be worn in the summer
• Jumper or cardigan
• Tie
• Smart jacket/Suit
• Smart outdoor coat

At Didcot Sixth Form, as with most other educational insti-
tutions, we offer a two year A-level programme of study
with exams all taken at the end of the two year course and
not interrupted by AS Levels at the end of Year 12. The ra-
tionale for this is to allow more teaching time for study and
exploration of A-level subjects without taking time away
from study to take exams that do not count towards the
final A-level grade. There may be a few exceptions to this
where the AS result still counts towards the A-level out-
come or a student wishes to complete their study in a sub-
ject and not take it forward to A-level.
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All students are expected to attend daily Student Guidance Time with
their tutor, who is there to support and mentor the students in their
tutor group. The tutor leads on the tutorial programme, an important
part of Didcot Sixth Form, which looks at such things as current
affairs, values and personal well-being.

The Tutorial Programme
and Enrichment

Students have many opportunities to develop leadership skills. Each
school has a Head Girl/Boy and deputies. Students are nominated by
staff for contributions and achievements during their time in the school
and selected by interview and a presentation. The role of these teams
is to represent the schools at formal occasions and to help lead and
develop student voice in the sixth form and lower schools. Those
selected for the student leadership team, receive training in how they
can impact on the whole school community through their roles.

Contributing to the Sixth Form

Developing Leadership

Students might demonstrate development and application of leader-
ship qualities such as leading a club, being a subject ambassador,
planning an event, representing the school at an event, running a
House event and community projects. Students may further develop
their leadership skills through our mentoring programme.

Year 12 students may apply for a position on the Year 12 leadership
team. These students are the driving force behind student-led
enrichment activities, assemblies, charity awareness and student voice
across the sixth form.

Work Experience
All students have a week of work experience in the summer term of
Year 12. This allows each student to put into practice in the work envi-
ronment their theoretical learning. It also helps them to develop their
employability skills and to further demonstrate to employers or universi-
ties their enthusiasm and interest in a particular subject area, thereby
helping them ‘stand out’ at interview.

Mobile Phones
Students are welcome to use their mobile phones or other electronic
devices in the designated sixth form areas at either SBS or DGS at
break and lunch times or during independent study for work purposes.

From September 2016 onwards, Didcot Sixth Form has
been running a flagship programme aimed entirely at en-
riching our students’ experience, and providing them with
valuable learning opportunities outside the classroom.

The primary aim of Didcot Sixth Form is outstanding teach-
ing leading to excellent grades, but we want the sixth form
to be about more than this. Indeed, good grades, although
hugely important, are not always enough to set students
apart when it comes to interviews and applications; what-
ever our students want to do after school, we want them to
stand out from the crowd and be noticed.

Students now have two dedicated ‘enrichment’ hours on a
Wednesday afternoon, enabling us to develop a bespoke
programme aimed at supporting them to do just this. The
first six weeks of the programme focus on independent
learning, oracy and articulation, during which we aim to
help our students develop the skills that will help them to
make the most out of the sixth form classroom.

From then on we encourage students to get involved in a
range of clubs and societies including: Debate and Public
Speaking; Performing Arts; the Literary Society; the School
Newspaper; Medicine; Engineering; Sport; and Science.
These societies are all student-led and supported by dedi-
cated enrichment staff.

In addition to societies in school, we also aim to bring a
range of outside speakers from local universities, organisa-
tions and businesses, including the leading science centres
at Harwell and Culham. We offer training days around ca-
reers, finance, first aid and much more and trips to theatres
and museums.

We have close links with several colleges at Oxford Univer-
sity and offer an interview training programme designed to
support our students who wish to apply for Oxbridge.
However we think it is important to support all our students
as they look to make the next step, be it applying to univer-
sity, a job, an apprenticeship or something else entirely. We
celebrate the variety within our students and aim to encour-
age it.

We want our students to aspire to be leaders in whatever
they choose to do and believe that our enrichment pro-
gramme will help to set them apart from their peers.

Providing Opportunities for
our Students to ‘Stand Out’



A-level Pathways to
Russell Group Universities
The Russell Group represents 24 leading UK universities which are committed to maintaining the
very best research, an outstanding teaching and learning experience, and unrivalled links with busi-
ness and the public sector. This group includes Oxford and Cambridge and competition for places at
these is extremely high. Didcot Sixth Form has a strong track record of students achieving places at
Russell Group universities every year, including Oxford and Cambridge. If you are predicted to
achieve mainly Grades 7, 8 and 9 (or equivalent) at GCSE then you are someone who should con-
sider joining the Russell Group once you enter sixth form and applying to these universities.

To gain a place at one of the Russell Group universities you should think about the following when
choosing A-level options:

• Consider how many subjects to take and choose a combination which gives good
preparation for your selected course at university. For example, Cambridge applicants usually study
three or four A-level subjects and are expected to achieve A grades in relevant subjects. Applicants
taking four subjects won't normally be at an advantage compared with those taking three, although
competitive applicants for STEM subjects often have Further Mathematics as a fourth subject.

• Consider which subjects to take very carefully. Russell Group universities particularly
desire traditional academic subjects (listed below, taken from the University of Cambridge’s
guidance). The subjects highlighted in bold are ‘facilitating subjects’ - those which are useful if you
are unsure what degree you might wish to pursue but which give you the academic skills for many
degrees.

o Classics
o Engineering
o EEnngglliisshh LLiitteerraattuurree
o GGeeooggrraapphhyy
o Government and Politics
o HHiissttoorryy
o LLaanngguuaaggeess
o MMaatthhss//FFuurrtthheerr MMaatthhss
o Music
o Philosophy
o Religious Studies
o SScciieenncceess –– BBiioollooggyy aanndd//oorr CChheemmiissttrryy aanndd // oorr PPhhyyssiiccss..

•     Develop a broader and deeper knowledge of your chosen subjects especially those
which are most relevant/closest to your chosen course. This is preferable to just accumulating 
additional A-levels.

•     Consider how complementary your options are and what degree you might apply for.
Complementary combinations in Arts subjects could be English or History, or in the sciences could
be Physics, Maths and Chemistry. If you have a specific degree in mind, it is worth checking the
entry requirements. Engineering, for example, requires Maths and Physics, with Further Maths or a
Science subject in addition. There are also some surprising combinations for entry to certain de-
grees, for instance, Computer Science requires Maths and Physics, but Computing is not essential.

If you are particularly interested in applying to Cambridge or Oxford, DSF has a programme in place
to support you via our close links with Brasenose College in Oxford. Each year the Russell Group is
invited to tour the college and learn about the admissions process. Interview practice and mock 
entrance testing takes place to give you the best possible chance of being accepted.

The Russell Group Lead, Heads of Years 12 and 13 and Tutors will do all they can to point you in the
right direction.

If you would like to find out more about The Russell Group, additional guidance can be found in two
online booklets: Informed Choices (www.russellgroup.ac.uk) 
and Subject Matters (www.cam.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/apply/). 

6
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How to learn more

The Application Process You should complete an application form detailing your predicted
GCSE grades and the subjects you wish to study. The deadline
for initial applications is Friday 15th December  2017. Whilst we
will accept applications to join Didcot Sixth Form post this date,
we will use those applications received by the deadline to deter-
mine which courses run and where the subjects are ‘blocked’.

Following a successful one-to-one interview with a senior Didcot
Sixth Form member of staff (February/March 2018), you will be
given a conditional offer based on your choice of subjects and
predicted grades. When you have received your GCSE results you
will be able to take up your place at Didcot Sixth Form, if you have
met the conditions of that offer.

If the grades that you receive are not as expected we will discuss
the options that are available for you.

Please note that if insufficient interest is shown, some courses
might be withdrawn. In this situation, we will contact individual
students to consider alternative options.

Our Open Evening is from 6.00 pm to 8.30 pm at Didcot Girls’
School on Wednesday 22nd November 2017. The evening will
provide the opportunity to collect more specific information on
subjects that you might wish to study, speak to the teachers of all
the subjects on offer and meet some of our current students.

“ ”
TThhee SSiixxtthh FFoorrmm iinntteerrvviieeww hheellppeedd mmee
ttoo iiddeennttiiffyy tthhee ssuubbjjeeccttss tthhaatt bbeesstt ssuuiitt
tthhee wwaayy II pprreeffeerr ttoo ssttuuddyy.. MMyy cchhoosseenn
ssuubbjjeeccttss hhaavvee bbeeccoommee mmyy ppaassssiioonn..

During the course of Year 12, all students are offered the opportu-
nity to undertake an EPQ. This involves students identifying a spe-
cific area of interest (related to future career or training ambitions,
their present academic studies, or based on their personal inter-
ests). Projects could be academic, technical/vocational, commu-
nity based (for instance charity work or sports coaching) or involve
the expressive arts. By undertaking a project, students enhance
their opportunities after sixth form by developing transferable
study and research skills, as well as wider and deeper knowledge
and understanding of a specific field. As such, we believe that all
students benefit from starting a project, even if they decide not to
continue with it to the full AS Level qualification.

Students are taught: how to develop a project, time-manage-
ment, accurate note-taking, identifying relevant resources, critical
thinking (including identifying flaws and bias in secondary evi-
dence), data-handling, organising primary research, issues of ethi-
cal and safe practice, academic referencing systems, public
speaking, presentation skills, essay writing, and finally project
evaluation and self-reflection.

Extended Project
Qualification (EPQ)





SSuubbjjeecctt PPaaggee

AArrttss,, CCrreeaattiivvee && EExxpprreessssiivvee AArrttss
Art and Design unendorsed 11
Graphic Communication 13
Photography 14
Music 15
Drama and Theatre 17
Dance 19

BBuussiinneessss && IICCTT
Business Studies 20
Computer Science 21

EEnngglliisshh LLiitteerraattuurree && HHuummaanniittiieess
English Literature 22
English Language and Literature 23
History 24
Geography 25

SSoocciiaall SScciieenncceess
Religious Studies 26
Film Studies 27
Psychology 29
Health and Social Care (BTEC) 30/31
Sociology 32
Physical Education 33

DDeessiiggnn && TTeecchhnnoollooggyy
Product Design (Engineering) 34

MMaatthheemmaattiiccss && TThhee SScciieenncceess
Mathematics 35
Chemistry 36
Biology 37
Level 3 Algebra 38
Further Mathematics 39
Physics 41

MMooddeerrnn FFoorreeiiggnn LLaanngguuaaggeess
French 42
Spanish 42
German 42
Chinese Mandarin 43

Subject Information
Further, detailed, up-to-date Information Sheets for each subject
will be available at the Open Evening on Wednesday 22nd 
November.
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Work Experience and Business Mentoring
at Didcot Sixth Form
“Research shows more employer engagement activities = the higher career confidence and employability.” 

- Education & Employers Charity

At Didcot Sixth Form, we offer some very hands on careers and
employability provision.  All sixth form students undertake one
week work experience; this year it will be from 16th – 20th July
2018. Pupils are encouraged to network to find their own relevant
and challenging placement.  

Last year our sixth formers undertook a whole range of high qual-
ity placements between them, helping them to improve their em-
ployability and strengthen future applications for University or
Higher Apprenticeships.  The pictures feature Hannah at the Ox-
ford Robotics Institute and Myles at Element Six, the world’s lead-
ing supplier of synthetic diamonds. Other pupils benefitted from
placements such as Solicitors, Architects, Accountants, the Police
Service, the Centre for Ecology and Hydrology and even the
Mathematical Institute. As a sixth form we are increasingly aware
of the growing importance of pupils developing their employability
skills and the desire for companies to have pupils applying for
jobs with the right work aptitude and attitude.  At Didcot Sixth
Form we are firm believers that one of the best ways we can de-
velop these skills and qualities is to provide opportunities and
space in our curriculum to make that happen and by getting
pupils in to the work place.

Students can also directly engage with employers through our
Business Mentoring scheme.  This is a scheme whereby students
in both Years 12 and 13 have the opportunity to be mentored by
local business volunteers over several sessions to work on

numerous careers and employability linked areas.  This may in-
clude; building a network, producing a CV or personal statement
for University with impact, interview technique, gaining a career
focus, or working on specific employment skills such as commu-
nication and leadership. Now in its second year we have received
excellent feedback from both Mentors and Mentees.

‘I learnt how to improve my work ethic. I established ideas of what
to do in the future. I had someone to talk to about everyday life. It
inspired me to think about what I love doing and what I want to
become in the future’. Year 13 mentee

‘My Mentor was very helpful in opening my eyes to opportunities
such as job fairs that I would never have considered before. Also
gave me some really handy advice on improving my employabil-
ity’. Year 12 Mentee

"I speak on behalf of the Mentors from local business, when I say
that we are delighted to be supporting the sixth form mentoring
scheme. We have found the students committed to their actions
and seen strides made by their commitment to provide additional
focus for their futures. The Mentors have helped some students
gain work experience, such as Liz Hulls from Vale Financial Train-
ing placing a student with an accountancy interest." Mike Foster,
Enterprise Adviser & Chapman, Robinson & Moore Accountants



Arts, Creative & Expressive Arts
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Art & Design (Unendorsed)
EExxaammiinnaattiioonn BBooaarrdd EEddeexxcceell
Course Code 9  AD01

Unit 1 Coursework
Unit 2 Externally Set Exam

Entry Requirements: 
GCSE Grade 6 in Art or Graphics

TThhiiss iiss aa bbrrooaadd--bbaasseedd AArrtt,, CCrraafftt aanndd DDeessiiggnn ttiittllee tthhaatt wwiillll eennaabbllee ssttuuddeennttss ttoo eexxpplloorree aa rraannggee ooff ttwwoo--
ddiimmeennssiioonnaall,, tthhrreeee--ddiimmeennssiioonnaall oorr ttiimmee--bbaasseedd aapppprrooaacchheess ttoo tthheeiirr ssttuuddiieess..
‘Artists, craftspeople and designers all follow a creative process, in which they explore and develop
approaches to communicating ideas visually. When generating and developing new ideas they are
pro-active, persistent and self-motivated. Producing creative, dynamic and exciting outcomes, they
can inspire and challenge the viewer through interaction with their work and engagement with their
ideas’-Edexcel 

The Art, Craft & Design course is a 2 year course that allows young artists to explore a range of
materials, media and processes.  Artists can expect to work in sketchbooks as well as produce work
to complete a portfolio of evidence.  Understanding the ‘pathways’ through art is the main focus of
the course and artists will explore at least 2 of the endorsed titles within this broad course.
The pathway choices are:

Fine Art: through the disciplines of painting and drawing, printmaking, sculpture, lens-based image
making. Graphic Communication: through the disciplines of advertising, illustration, branding,
information design. Textile Design: through the disciplines of textiles for interiors, fine art textiles,
fashion textiles. Three-dimensional Design: through the disciplines of spatial design, product design,
design crafts. Photography: through the disciplines of film-based photography, digital photography.

Students produce 2 units of work to fulfil the course: Unit 1 Personal Investigation, includes a diverse
portfolio with evidence of creative investigations across at least 2 of the endorsements (see above)
with a short essay and Unit 2: Externally set assignment, which begins in February of Year 13,
working in one or more of the above endorsement choices, and students must have a good
understanding of essay writing.

Both units (including the essay) are marked holistically across 4 assessment objectives:
AO1 Develop ideas through sustained and focused investigations 
AO2 Explore and select appropriate resources, media, materials, techniques and processes
AO3 Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions, reflecting critically on work
AO4 Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions 

Why choose an Art based A-level?  Human beings are innately creative and the visual arts play a
huge role in our lives and in the world around us.  On the most basic level, signs and symbols
communicate an international visual language for us all to use to navigate our way through life.
However, more complexly, we have developed a sophisticated way to use images to enrich our lives
with the most obvious and familiar household item being the television.  Images flood our every
waking second and we make choices based on what we see and how we interact with advertising
and visual messages of persuasion, on a daily basis.  In short, our lives would be very different
without our visual evolution, so what better reason to explore the visual arts in a personal and
rigorous way, through A-level study?   Critical thinking skills and critique are embedded within the
course and students are encouraged to use their personal perspectives to build and develop their
own judgements and investigations.

An impressive percentage of our artists continue their studies by attending Art Foundation courses,
and many continue to higher education colleges and universities to study a wide range of Art, Craft
and Design based courses.

Didcot Sixth Form
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Graphic Communication
EExxaammiinnaattiioonn BBooaarrdd EEddeexxcceell
Course Code 9  GC01

Unit 1 Coursework
Unit 2 Externally Set Exam

Entry Requirements: 
GCSE Grade 6 In Art or Graphics

This course has been described as the 'thinking man's art' as it offers a huge range of different 
approaches to the creative process. Students learn and apply essential skills and processes which
will prepare them for higher education courses or employment in areas related to this field. Students
begin the course with a common stimulus or theme. They will compile a portfolio of personal artwork
developed through 1:1 consultations and dialogue with the teacher leading the course. Students are
encouraged to work to their strengths and interests and develop ideas towards graphic outcomes
which may include: advertising, illustration, photography, packaging, campaign design and 
interactive media and video. The portfolio may include traditional processes such as drawing, 
 printing and photography as well as digital art and design techniques. 

The Assessment Objectives are:
AO1 Develop ideas through sustained and focused investigations informed by contextual and other
sources, demonstrating analytical and critical understanding 
AO2 Explore and select appropriate resources, media, materials, techniques and processes,
reviewing and refining ideas as work develops 
AO3 Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions, reflecting critically on work and
progress
AO4 Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and, where appropriate,
makes connections between visual and other elements

The majority of students continue from this course to undertake a Foundation Course in Art and De-
sign. Others go on to Graphics, Fashion Journalism, Photography, Film and Video Art as well as
working in the Graphic Design and Web Design industry.

Life drawing sessions are offered to all Art and Graphics    students. 

“
”

I chose a Creative Arts subject so that I
can express myself and be in control of
the work that I produce. I know that this
will benefit me after A-levels.



Photography  
EExxaammiinnaattiioonn BBooaarrdd AAQQAA
Course Code: 7206

A2 Unit 1 10-week introduction workshops 7-week coursework
Unit 2 Practical unit
Unit 3 Coursework
Unit 4 Exam unit

Entry Requirements: 
A minimum of 5 GCSEs Graded 5 or better. Photography GCSE is 

preferred but not a requirement.

Course Description  
Two marked components over two years

Component 1 – Portfolio 60% - 96 marks

Unit 1 – 
10 Week workshop skills, focusing on the tools required for the course.  Including History of Photog-
raphy, Artist studies and responses, Photoshop skills, Dark room techniques, Lighting and ‘How to
use your camera’.

Unit 2-
Y12 unit practical unit. Students choose a title from a choice of three:  Abstract, Movement, a Sense
of Place. Unit includes a 1000 word essay to accompany practical work. Unit concludes with a 5
hour exam conditions day.

Unit 3 – 
Y13 practical unit begin with an educational visit to London, taking in the National Gallery and Na-
tional Portrait Gallery. Research undertaken on the visit acts as inspiration for the title of the unit. Unit
includes a 2000 word essay to accompany practical work.

Component 2 – External set assignment 40% - 96 marks
An external list of questions from AQA act as the starting point for the unit. Students choose one
question and investigate over a period of 12 weeks. Unit concludes with 15 hour exam conditions
days.

Course Extras
Educational visits, past locations have included London, Amsterdam and New York. Guest photog-
raphers and speakers. Possible work experience in a photography studio. 

Future Pathways
Many students go on to pursue an Art Foundation course then later specialise in a degree. The
course will give you the opportunity to build and individual portfolio which then can help in later inter-
views for further education and paid work.

Popular Combinations 
Photography shares many skills with Media as well as more traditional Art based subjects, however it
can also compliment more academic based subjects as demonstrating the concepts of a photogra-
pher through the written word is a requirement. 

14
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Music
EExxaammiinnaattiioonn BBooaarrdd AAQQAA
Course Code 7272

A2 Unit 1 Listening, Analysis, Contextual Understanding.  
Unit 2 Music performance
Unit 3 Composition 

Entry Requirements: 
Minimum Entry Requirements: GCSE Grade 6 (or performing of at least a strong 
Instrumental/Vocal Grade 5 standard if you haven’t studied GCSE Music).

Course Description 
There are 3 components for A-level Music.

Component 1 
Listening, Analysis, Contextual Understanding. Assessed by listening and written questions using ex-
cerpts of music in a terminal examination.

Component 2 
Music performance. Solo and/or ensemble performing as an instrumentalist, or 
vocalist and/or music production (via technology). A minimum of ten minutes of performance in total
is required.

Component 3 
Composition. Composition 1: Composition to a brief. Composition 2: Free 
composition. A minimum of four and a half minutes of music in total is required.

There is a range of genres and set works to study within each of the above.

Students must be able to perform music using one or both of the following ways:  
• instrumental/vocal: as a soloist and/or as part of an ensemble
• production: via music technology.

Students must be able to compose music for one or both of the following:
• instrumental/vocal: produce notated score, written accounts and/or lead sheet by traditional
means or by using music software as appropriate
• production: generated entirely digitally, by using music software, without notated score but with 
accompanying annotation.

Course Extras
As a music student at Didcot Sixth Form you will have access to an unrivalled range of 
performance opportunities and enrichment including regular trips to concerts in London. You also
have access to Oxfordshire County Music Service activities.

Future Pathways
Music, Music Technology, Teaching, Performing Arts and Media courses in further or higher 
education and employment.

Popular Combinations
Music sits well with other ‘arts’ subjects although some of our students chose to study Maths and
Physics with Music. One student, successful in gaining a place to read Natural Sciences at 
Cambridge, spent a great deal of his interview discussing Beethoven!



“ ”
WWhheenn DDrraammaa iiss yyoouurr ppaassssiioonn,, ssttuuddyyiinngg 
ddiiffffeerreenntt tteexxttss bbeeccoommeess eennjjooyyaabbllee.. TTaakkiinngg
oonn aa rroollee iiss lliikkee sstteeppppiinngg iinnttoo aannootthheerr ttiimmee
oorr ppllaaccee. 
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Drama and Theatre
EExxaammiinnaattiioonn BBooaarrdd AAQQAA
Course Code: 7262

A2 Unit 1 Drama and theatre 
Unit 2 Creating original drama 
Unit 3 Making theatre

Entry Requirements: 
GCSE Grade 6 in Drama and GCSE Grade 6 in English

Course Description 
This qualification emphasises practical creativity alongside research and theoretical understanding.
Students learn through experience, seeing theatre and making theatre for themselves. Students are
introduced to a wide range of theatrical styles and contexts as they explore plays practically and
work on performances.

Students choose to develop as a:
• Performer
• Designer (lighting, sound, set, costume, puppets)
• Director
• Combination of these

Whichever option they choose, students will gain many invaluable skills, both theatrical and
transferable, to expand their horizons. There are 3 Components on this course that you must study:

1 Drama and theatre
Knowledge and understanding of drama and theatre
Study of two set plays, one chosen from List A, one chosen from List B
Analysis and evaluation of the work of live theatre makers

2 Creating original drama
Process of creating devised drama
Performance of devised drama (students may contribute as performer, designer or director)
Devised piece must be influenced by the work and methodologies of one prescribed practitioner

3 Making theatre
Practical exploration and interpretation of three extracts - each taken from a different play
Methodology of a prescribed practitioner.
Extract 3 is to be performed as a final assessed piece (students may contribute as performer,
designer or director)
Reflective report analysing and evaluating theatrical interpretation of all three extracts

How is Drama and Theatre assessed?
40% Written 3-hour exam 60% Practical exam

Course Extras:
As relevant opportunities arise, they may take part in drama workshops and have the opportunity to
see various theatre productions as well as residential experiences.

Future Pathways:
We have many success stories with ex-students. 

•     leads in west end productions
•     working in films 
•     forming their own drama companies 
•     teachers 
•     make- up artists
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Dance
EExxaammiinnaattiioonn BBooaarrdd AAQQAA
Course Code: 2230

A2 Unit 1 Performance 
Unit 2 Choreography 
Unit 3 Critical engagement 

Entry Requirements: 
GCSE Grade 6 In GCSE Dance

Component 1: 
Performance and Choreography

•Solo performance linked to a specified practitioner within an area of study. The practitioners you will
study will be Richard Alston and Christopher Bruce; you encapsulate the stylistic features of the
chosen practitioner for a solo performance 
•Performance in a quartet. You will study the skills necessary to perform successfully in a group and
apply that embodied knowledge to perform within a quartet 
•Group choreography. You will receive an exam paper in the September of Year 13 where you will
have 4 set choreography questions to choose from and implement all the choreographic skills you
have learnt throughout the course to answer your chosen question to create a coherent piece 

Component 2:
Critical Engagement 

Knowledge, understanding and critical appreciation of two set works and two areas of study. The set
works and areas of study provide an appropriate focus for students to critically engage with
dance and understand the interrelationship between the creation, presentation and
viewing/appreciation of dance
•One compulsory set work within the compulsory area of study. This work is Rooster
choreographed by Christopher Bruce 
•One optional set work within the corresponding area of study, from a choice of four. This work is
chosen at the start of the course 
•Modern dance: a form of theatrical dancing which began in the early 20th century, originally in
opposition to the formality of ballet. As the dance form has developed, this distinction has become
less evident. The term ‘modern’ has in some cases been replaced with other labels, eg:
contemporary

•Rambert Dance Company (formerly Ballet Rambert) 1966–2002. You will be studying the following: 
• The stylistic features of Rambert Dance Company and how these relate to the genre
• The choreographic approach (the particular technique, movement style and choreographic style) of
a minimum of two named practitioners from the list above showing the range within the genre 
• The influences affecting the development of the named practitioner’s technique and style
• Two works from the two selected named practitioners, including the following features of each
work:
• Significance of the character of each dance
• The subject matter and its treatment
• The form of the dance
• The Constituent features of the dance and their relevance in embodying the subject matter
• The importance of the practitioners’ works in the development of the genre in relation to Rambert
Dance Company
• The relationship between the development of the genre and its context, ie the position of the genre
within history, culture and society
• The genre’s capacity to reflect and challenge society
• Terminology specific to the genre

Popular Combinations: 
A-level Dance works well with subjects such as Biology, Psychology, Sociology and Business
Studies amongst others. 



Business Studies
EExxaammiinnaattiioonn BBooaarrdd EEddeexxcceell
Course Code: 2130

A2 9BS0 

Entry Requirements:
Grade 6 in both English and Maths. 
Achievement in GCSE Business will also be taken into account, however
it is not compulsory that you have studied this course before.

Year 12
Theme 1 “Marketing and People”  

This module investigates the role of marketing including the marketing mix, marketing planning, and
supply and demand analysis. Managing people considers how to recruit, train, motivate and lead
your workers.  This module also studies the role of entrepreneurship and the importance of leader-
ship to business success.

Theme 2 “Managing Business Activities”
This module studies all aspects of finance including raising and managing finance, budgeting, cash
flow analysis, break even and ratio analysis.  Resource management considers all aspects of pro-
duction from stock control through to quality methods.  Finally external influences will consider the
impact the economy has on businesses. 

Year 13
Theme 3 “Business Decisions and Strategy”
This module starts to consider business strategy and looking at the bigger picture.  Decision-making
tools such as Ansoff’s matrix, Critical Path Analysis, and Porter’s Five Forces Model will all be studied
and applied to a variety of businesses.  It will also be considered why and how businesses grow and
the impact this has on business culture. 

Theme 4 “Global Businesses”
This module considers the largest of businesses that trade on a global scale and explores their rea-
sons for doing so.  A full understanding of the issues of trading on a global scale will be considered,
along with some of the ethical and moral dilemmas. 

Course Extras
Students have the opportunity to take part in a BASE challenge, where they can compete in an ac-
counting challenge against other schools.  They can also compete in an investor challenge to see if
their portfolio of shares can increase in value.  The current Year 13 students will be visiting Washing-
ton in February!

Future Pathways
An A-level in Business can lead into any aspect of business from Business Management to Account-
ancy, Marketing to HR Management.  It works well with Languages to study International Manage-
ment, and any student wanting to follow Social Sciences.  

Popular Combinations
Business Studies complements every other A-level, as students will take their knowledge from this
course into the workplace.  However popular combinations include Psychology, Geography and
Maths.

Business and ICT

20
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Computer Science
EExxaammiinnaattiioonn BBooaarrdd OOCCRR

Course Code: A2: H446 

Entry Requirements:
Grade 6 in GCSE Maths. 
Grade 5 at GCSE Computer Science would be advantageous. 

Component Topics
01 Computer systems

This component will introduce learners to the internal workings of the Central Processing Unit (CPU),
exchanging of data, software development, data types and structures, algorithms and legal, moral,
cultural and ethical issues. 

1.1     The characteristics of contemporary processors, input, output & storage devices
1.2     Software and software development 
1.3     Exchanging data
1.4     Data types, data structures and algorithms 
1.5     Legal, moral, cultural and ethical issues

02 Algorithms and Programming
This component will incorporate and build on the knowledge and understanding gained in the Com-
puter systems component (01).

2.1     Elements of computational thinking
2.2     Problem solving and programming
2.3     Algorithms

Course Description
Computer Science is a practical subject where students can apply the academic principles

learned in the classroom to real-world systems. 

This course, with its emphasis on abstract thinking; general problem solving; algorithmic and mathe-
matical reasoning and engineering based thinking, is a good foundation for understanding future
challenges in this fast moving technological world. Computer Science is an exciting course that gives
you a strong understanding of how computers work and how to write your own programs.

Future Pathways
A-level Computer Science prepares you very well for a range of degrees including: Computer Sci-
ence, Software Engineering, Computer Games Development, Forensic Computing, Computer Tech-
nologies, Network Management and Web Design and Services. The school has excellent links with
local universities and organisations, including Oxford University and Microsoft

Course Extras
Lecturers from various university visit Didcot Sixth Form centre to provide seminars and workshops
surrounding Computer Science in both universities and within industry. Students are also given to
opportunity to attend EGX Game Convention, allowing you to rub shoulders and attend Q&As with
game developers. 

We actively encourage girls to consider these subjects as there is an unnecessary gender imbalance
in the industry at the moment, offering even greater career opportunities for women.
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English Literature A
EExxaammiinnaattiioonn BBooaarrdd AAQQAA
Course Code: 7711

Entry Requirements: 
English Language GCSE Grade 6 and
English Literature GCSE Grade 6

Over the two year course, you will study the different ways that love has been represented
in literature. Taking a historicist approach, you will read texts such as Othello, The Great
Gatsby and a wonderfully diverse anthology of poetry written pre-1900.  

You will also have the opportunity to study texts from the Modern Age in the module enti-
tled: ‘Modern Times: Literature from 1945 to the present day’. Texts in the module include A
Streetcar Named Desire and 20th century American literature such as The Help, The Color
Purple or Revolutionary Road. Students have always enjoyed the contemporary themes that
are present in these texts including themes about the society we live in, relationships and
mental health.

In the second year of the course you will complete an independent comparative study of
two texts of your choosing. This gives you a much greater opportunity for free and critical
thinking, at a stage in your development when you confidence and independence is ready
for it.

Course Extras
There will be a number of theatre visits over the course of the A-level. We also believe it is
important to invite visiting speakers to address you – these are normally experts in their
field, and are always very engaging. For example, last year, students attended a lecture by
David Crystal at Radley College. There is also a weekly book club, which is entirely optional,
but gives the scope to enjoy and discuss literature from outside the course with other book
lovers. 

Future Pathways
English Literature is among the most popular of university courses, and for good reason: the
range of skills that you will sharpen will open the door to a variety of career paths. Many
English graduates go into law, marketing, PR, journalism or publishing. Even if you don’t go
to university, it is impressive to have on your CV, demonstrating you have the communica-
tion and writing skills to do any number of different jobs.

Popular Combinations
English Literature sits very well with History – part of this course asks you to read and inter-
pret literature by re-imagining what the conditions were like when it was written. 

English Literature & Humanities
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Didcot Sixth Form

English Language and Literature
EExxaammiinnaattiioonn BBooaarrdd AAQQAA
Course Code: 7707

Entry Requirements: 
English Language GCSE Grade 6 and
English Literature GCSE Grade 6

The two year course offers you the chance to develop a combined understanding of both Language
and Literature by studying texts which illuminate different times, places and societies through a range
of forms. The course focuses on fiction and non-fiction texts in order to offer a far reaching study of
the ways in which words, language use and texts affect our world and the way that we look at it.

The course begins with a module entitled: ‘Telling Stories’. As well as learning about linguistic stud-
ies, you will read a range of published and unpublished texts in the AQA Anthology: Paris. You will
also have the opportunity to study a text about an ‘Imagined World’ such as Frankenstein or The
Handmaid’s Tale as well as reading an anthology of poems by authors such as Carol Ann Duffy. In
this module, you will explore how language choices help to shape the representations of different
worlds and perspectives.

The second unit is entitled: ‘Exploring Conflict’. You will consider how societies are presented in texts
such as The Great Gatsby or The Kite Runner as well as studying a play in order to consider how
natural speech patterns are represented and manipulated in literature. You will also have the oppor-
tunity to write a critical commentary in which you explore the ways in which we analyse texts – this
gives you the chance to write like a linguist.

In the second year of the course you will complete an independent comparative study of two texts or
forms of your choosing. This gives you a much greater opportunity for free and critical thinking, at a
stage in your development when you confidence and independence is ready for it.

Course Extras
Working closely with students who have opted for English Literature, there will be a number of the-
atre visits over the course of the A-level. We also believe it is important to invite visiting speakers to
address you – these are normally experts in their field, and are always very engaging. 

Future Pathways
English Language and Literature will allow you the opportunity to pursue a degree in Literature, Lan-
guage or the two combined which means it can open doors to a multitude of careers including  law,
marketing, PR, media, journalism, the arts or publishing. Even if you don’t go to university, it is im-
pressive to have on your CV, demonstrating you have the communication and writing skills to do any
number of different jobs.

Popular Combinations
English Language and Literature sits very well with History because of the analytical skills required. It
is also complemented excellently by Psychology because of the ways in which both subjects study
how we interact with each other and with the world around us.
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History
EExxaammiinnaattiioonn BBooaarrdd EEddeexxcceell
Course Code:

A2 9H101

Entry Requirements: 
Grade 6 in History and Grade 6 in English.
We will also consider high calibre applicants who have not studied
History at GCSE but have achieved Grade 6 in English Language and 
English Literature

Course Description  
There are 4 units over the two-year course:

Unit 1, Option 1E: Russia, 1917-91: from Lenin to Yeltsin
Paper 1 is a study in breadth of the key political, social and economic features of Communist rule in
Russia in an era which saw its authority and influence rise to the status of superpower. Students will
investigate a wide variety of aspects of life in Russia.  Students also study in depth a range of histori-
cal interpretations which seek to explore the reasons for the collapse of the Communist regime in the
early 1990s. 

Unit 2, Option 2E.1: Mao’s China, 1949-76
This option allows students to study the birth of modern China under the leadership of Chairman
Mao. This includes the dramatic and extremely rapid transformation of China from a peasant econ-
omy to a nuclear power; the rebuilding of the nation after a bloody civil war; and ultimately, Mao’s at-
tempt to instigate permanent revolution. 

Unit 3, Option 36.1, Protest, agitation and parliamentary reform in Britain, 1780-1928
This option allows students to study a longer time period in both breadth and depth. Students inves-
tigate the gradual process of reform in Britain considering how the power of the aristocracy was di-
minished over time and the political role of the working classes increased. The five depth studies
cover the early eighteenth century radical reformers.

Unit 4, Coursework – The impact of the New Deal in America, 1933-41
This is centre designed coursework and will explore the historical debate over the impact of the New
Deal which sought to undo the dramatic social and economic collapse caused by the great Depres-
sion. Students will study a variety of interpretations of this significant time period and independently
investigate why this particular period continues to generate such controversy.  
Units 1, 2 and 3 will be examined at the end of Y13 with Units 1 and 2 taught in Year 12 and Unit 3
taught in Year 13. Coursework will also be carried out in Y13.

Course Extras
As relevant opportunities arise, there may be guest speakers, competitions or recommended revision
events.

Future Pathways
Studying History at A-level will help with higher education as it is a highly rated academic subject
whether you continue with History or choose another degree subject. It is a facilitating subject which
is highly regarded by the Russell Group universities. 
History students can access a huge range of professions. Britain’s tourism industry relies heavily on
its built heritage and historic landscapes and there are opportunities in the conservation and presen-
tation of historic sites to the public. The skills historians learn can open doors to journalism, policing
and forensics, advertising and marketing, law, and many other professional areas including
academia. As a historian, the world is your oyster!

Popular Combinations
A -level History combines well with English Literature, Government and Politics, Religious Studies,
Classics, Philosophy and Geography or Languages. In combination with sciences History provides
an opportunity to pursue subjects such as Archaeology (Physics, Biology and Chemistry)  or Archi-
tecture. In combination with Art and Graphics it can offer opportunities for reconstruction drawings
and exhibitions.
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Geography
EExxaammiinnaattiioonn BBooaarrdd AAQQAA
Course Code: 7037 

Entry Requirements: 
Grade 6 in Geography GCSE and Grade 6 in English

Course Description 
A-level Geography is a 2 year course that encourages students to reflect on the world today. It gives
many opportunities to broaden your understanding of the world we live in, challenge your percep-
tions and helps to develop your investigative and analytical skills.

Unit 1 – Physical Geography
The initial topic in this unit is Water and Carbon Cycles where you will investigate the major stores of
water and carbon at or near the Earth’s surface and explore the cyclical relationships associated with
them. We use systems theory to approach this topic and several others in your A-level course with
the understanding that by changing one aspect of a cycle, you are affecting all other parts. Following
this we study Coastal Systems and Landscapes and we focus on the dynamic environments in
which landscapes develop by the interaction of winds, waves, currents and terrestrial and marine
processes. A highlight of this unit is the Hazards section where we explore the lithosphere and the
atmosphere, which regularly present natural hazards to human populations in catastrophic and dra-
matic ways.

Unit 2 – Human Geography
This unit includes Global Systems and Global Governance which focuses on globalisation. We inves-
tigate the economic, political and social changes that have come about because of modern technol-
ogy and explore issues that have become a key feature of the global economy and society in recent
decades. We also cover the Changing Places topic which focuses on people’s engagement with
places, their experience in them and the qualities they assign to a place. The final section of this unit
is Contemporary Urban Environments where we look into the growth of cities around the world and
the significant environmental and social challenges that they present us.

You will have experienced fieldwork as part of your GCSE but now you get the chance to really ex-
plore the Geography you care about outside of the classroom! Every sixth form Geographer is re-
quired to undertake a week long residential where we will conduct a full enquiry into a geographical
issue of your choosing. The findings of your investigation will be collated to produce a mini-disserta-
tion (Non-Examined Assessment) where you will explain your investigation and evaluate your conclu-
sions. 
Previous investigations have covered a huge variety of topics including: place studies, coastal man-
agement evaluations, tourism impact assessments, examination of marine processes and many
more.

Fieldtrips
In Year 12 all students take part in a fieldtrip for a whole week to Margam Discovery Centre in South
Wales where we will be carrying out a variety of class and field based investigations that 
include a river study.
In Year 13 we are hoping to run an optional fieldtrip to Iceland where students will get the opportunity
to experience Tectonic Landscapes and see landforms and features that they would not have the
chance to see in the UK.

Future Pathways
Geography is a fantastic subject for opening doors to a range of different future careers. It is always
a great subject to have on a CV because employers know you will have a varied and diverse knowl-
edge of the world we live in and a broad skill set which is a requirement of the modern workplace.
Geographers leaving DSF go on to study: environmental science, international relations, public sec-
tor opportunities as well as other more specific Geography courses. Geography is often well suited
to those studying Science or Maths at A-level, although other humanities subjects do complement
the human side of the discipline.
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Religious Studies
EExxaammiinnaattiioonn BBooaarrdd OOCCRR
Course Code: H573

Entry Requirements: 
Grade 6 or above in English, Geography, History, Religious Studies and, 
ideally, at least a Grade 6 in Science (there is no requirement to have 
studied Religious Studies at GCSE).  

The course covers three main areas and all assessment is via examination:

Philosophy of Religion
The study of existential issues (life, the universe and everything!), philosophical language and
thought, including arguments regarding the existence or non-existence of God, the nature and influ-
ence of religious experience and the problems of evil and suffering.

Religion and Ethics 
The study of ethical language and thought through significant concepts and the works of key
thinkers, illustrated via debates about what’s right, what’s wrong and why in specific situations, and
also by the application of ethical theory to issues of individual and global importance such as free-
dom, rights and justice (e.g. does the end justify the means?)

Developments in Religious Thought from the Perspective of a World Religion
An opportunity for the systematic study of one religious tradition, including an exploration of religious
beliefs, values and teachings, the practices that shape and express religious identity, and religious re-
sponses to challenges (e.g. Marxism, Feminism, Psychology) and significant contemporary social is-
sues such as gender and relationships.

Course Extras
As relevant opportunities arise, there may be guest speakers, competitions, visits to A-level Religious
Studies Conferences or recommended revision events.

Future Pathways
Virtually anything!  Religious Studies is a useful stepping stone to many careers where it helps (or
may even be essential) to understand what people believe and how this affects their lives: medicine,
the law, the police force, media/journalism and teaching to name but a few!  Religious Studies is
highly regarded by universities and employers as it requires excellent written and verbal communica-
tion skills, and proves that you are able to contemplate, analyse and evaluate a wide range of chal-
lenging contemporary issues.  It is an excellent preparation for any arts degree but is also accepted
by sciences such as medicine.  Indeed, the Russell Group of top universities has made it clear that
Religious Studies A-level provides 'suitable preparation for University generally'.

Popular Combinations
A-level Religious Studies combines well with a wide variety of other subjects: English Literature, His-
tory, Geography, Classics, Maths, Philosophy, Psychology, Sociology, Biology, Physics, Art … the list
goes on and on!
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Film Studies
EExxaammiinnaattiioonn BBooaarrdd OOCCRR
Course Code: H410

Entry Requirements: 
Grade 5 in English Language GCSE

There are 3 units over the two-year course:

Unit 1, Film History   
Learners will develop knowledge of film form through the study of at least three US set films from:
the Silent Era, 1930–1960 and  1961–1990. Learners will also study set films from two major Euro-
pean film movements or stylistic developments:  Experimental film (European surrealist film) and ei-
ther German expressionism or  French new wave.

Unit 2, Critical Approaches to Film 
Learners will further develop knowledge and understanding of key critical approaches to film and of
narrative, genre, representations and spectatorship. Learners must study at least one set film from
each of the following categories:  Contemporary British, Contemporary US , Documentary, Non-Eu-
ropean non-English language,  English language (non-US) and  US Independent. 

Unit 3, Making Short Film
Learners must study one compilation of short British fiction films. Learners have the opportunity to
demonstrate knowledge, understanding and skills through:   the production of a 5 minute short film
or a 10 minute screenplay for a short film (incorporating a digitally photographed storyboard)  and an
evaluative analysis of the production in relation to professionally produced set short films. 

Units 1 and 2 will be examined at the end of Y13 with Units 1 and 2 taught in Year 12. Non exam-
inable assessment will also be carried out in Y13.

Course Extras  
As relevant opportunities arise, there may be visits, guest speakers, competitions or recommended
revision events.

Future Pathways 
Studying Film at A-level is a creative and analytical option.  This can lead into further study at Univer-
sity or be combined with other subjects.

Film students can often work in broadcasting in various roles such as: Broadcast engineer, Broad-
cast presenter, Location manager, Programme researcher broadcasting/film/video, Television camera
operator, Television/film/video producer or Television production coordinator.

Popular Combinations 
A-level Film Studies combines well with English Literature, Photography, Graphics and Sociology. 

“ ”
TTeeaacchheerrss eennccoouurraaggee uuss ttoo wwoorrkk
iinnddeeppeennddeennttllyy aanndd eexxppeecctt uuss ttoo
rreeaadd aarroouunndd ttooppiiccss tthhaatt wwee aarree
ssttuuddyyiinngg..



“ ”
RReessiiddeennttiiaall ccoouurrsseess aanndd vviissiittss hheellpp mmee ttoo
uunnddeerrssttaanndd tthhee tthhiinnggss tthhaatt II aamm ssttuuddyyiinngg
aanndd mmaakkee tthheemm mmuucchh mmoorree rreeaall..



www.didcotsixthform.co.uk29Prospectus 2018/19

Didcot Sixth FormDidcot Sixth Form

Social Sciences
Psychology

EExxaammiinnaattiioonn BBooaarrdd AAQQAA
Course Code: 7182

Entry Requirements: 
Grade 6 in Science, Grade 6 in English Language, Grade 5 (preferably a 
6) in Maths. There is no requirement to have studied Psychology at 
GCSE, but this grade can be taken into account if the Science grade is 
not met.

Course Description:
Within A-level Psychology, you will learn how to describe, apply, analyse and evaluate psychological
theories, processes and research from a number of areas of Psychology. There are three units in the
A-level: Introductory Topics, Psychology in Context and Issues and Options in Psychology. 
In Introductory Topics, you will study Social Influence (how and why people act as they do in social
situations), Memory, Attachment (how care givers influence a child’s development) and Psy-
chopathology (why people develop phobias, depression and OCD as well as how these disorders
can be treated). 

In Psychology in Context, you will gain an appreciation of Approaches in Psychology (how the same
behaviour can be explained from multiple perspectives), Biopsychology (the structure and function of
different parts of the brain) and Research Methods (how psychological research is designed and
analysed). 

In Issues and Options in Psychology, you study Issues and Debates in Psychology as well as three
topics from a range of options including: Relationships, Gender, Cognition and Development, Schiz-
ophrenia, Eating Behaviour, Stress, Aggression, Forensic Psychology and Addiction (exact topics to
be confirmed). 

A-level Psychology is entirely exams based. All three exams will be taken at the end of Year 13. All of
the exams contain multiple choice, short-answer and extended writing (essays worth up to 16
marks). Approximately 25% of the marks across the exams will contain questions assessing re-
search methods. At least 10% of the marks across the exams will contain questions assessing
mathematical skills of at least higher GCSE level. 

Course Extras: 
Each year, we run a trip to a conference where you can hear from and meet famous Psychologists
such as Philip Zimbardo and Elizabeth Loftus. We are also in close contact with Oxford University,
and have recently visited their laboratories to see how they conduct psychological research. For the
first time, this year we have run a trip to New York to investigate Forensic Psychology in more detail. 

Popular Combinations: 
Many students who study Psychology study another scientific subject, often Biology as there is an
overlap in content. Psychology students also often study English as the writing skills translate well
across both subjects. Another popular combination is Psychology and Business Studies to see how
psychological knowledge can influence business practices. 
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EExxaammiinnaattiioonn BBooaarrdd EEddeexxcceell
Course Code: 601/7198/4

Entry Requirements: 
A minimum of 5 GCSEs at 5 or 
above (Merit on BTEC First courses) and must include Maths, 
English and Science at Grade 5

The BTEC National Extended Diploma in Health and Social Care is a Applied General qualification. It
is for learners who want to continue their education through an Applied pathway and who wish to
progress to higher education and ultimately to employment in the Health and Social Care sector.
The qualification is equivalent in size to three A-levels. 
The main difference between A-level and Applied pathways is the extended work placements which
allow  students to have “hands on learning”. Both pathways offer the same level of rigour and, whilst
there is greater emphasis on coursework based learning on the BTEC course, students should not
underestimate the demands and workload associated with this course. 30% of this course is as-
sessed through the traditional external examination route. 
The qualification develops a deep common core of knowledge, understanding and skills that under-
pin the Health and Social Care sector.

Students will study eight mandatory units: three of these will be assessed through an external exami-
nation. One will be a synoptic assessment set by the board and done under controlled assessment
conditions. In addition, students study five optional units which are all internally assessed (see table
below)

Course Extras
Students are given the opportunity to take part in an exchange visit to Sweden, visit local hospitals
and benefit from the expertise of visiting sector related speakers.

Work Experience
In order to develop a better understanding of the demands of the sector and to demonstrate their
commitment and interest in the sector, students  are required to undertake a minimum of 100 hours
of work experience  which provides students with invaluable hands on experience and essential sec-
tor related skills. Over the 2 years students will undertake 3 separate Extended  Placements. Place-
ments include Elderly Care Day Centres, Special Schools and Day and Residential Centres for Adults

BTEC National Extended Diploma in
Health and Social Care - (NQF)

MMaannddaattoorryy UUnniittss

Unit No and Name Type of assessment Year studied

11..     HHuummaann LLiiffeessppaann DDeevveellooppmmeenntt EExxtteerrnnaall eexxaamm 1122

22..     WWoorrkkiinngg iinn HHeeaalltthh aanndd SSoocciiaall CCaarree EExxtteerrnnaall eexxaamm 1122

44..  AAnnaattoommyy aanndd PPhhyyssiioollooggyy ffoorr HHeeaalltthh aanndd SSoocciiaall CCaarree EExxtteerrnnaall eexxaamm 1133

5. Enquiries into Current Research in Health and Social Care
Synoptic controlled assessment –

externally assessed 13

6.  Meeting Individual Care and Support Needs Internally assessed coursework 12

7.  Work Experience in Health and Social  Care Internally assessed coursework 12

12.  Principles of Safe Practice in Health and Social Care Internally assessed coursework 13

13.  Promoting Public Health 13

OOppttiioonnaall UUnniittss

14. Sociological Perspectives Internally assessed coursework 13

15. Psychological Perspectives Internally assessed coursework 13

16. Supporting Individuals with Additional Needs Internally assessed coursework 12

21. Caring for individuals with Dementia Internally assessed coursework 12

24. Understanding Mental Well-Being Internally assessed coursework 13
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with learning difficulties. Students will be required to wear a uniform for all their placements. These
placements equip students with sector related skills which are regarded favourably by Universities
and employers giving students a competitive edge to entry into Health and Social Care related de-
gree courses.

Future Pathways 
This qualification is a 2-year study programme of learning and prepares learners for a range of health
and social care degree programmes, meeting entry requirements for degree courses, which include:
•  Midwifery and Nursing   •  Social Work  •  Physiotherapy  •  Occupational Therapy   •  Speech
Therapy  •  Health and Social Care   • Radiography  • Primary Teaching  • Paramedic Science  
• Podiatry

Most recent destinations of students include:
•     Midwifery, Social Work and Children’s Nursing at Oxford Brookes University. 
•     Occupational Therapy at both the Universities of Cardiff .
•     Osteopathy at the University of Swansea.
•     Social Sciences at the University of Bath.
•     Primary Teaching at the University of Brighton.

BTEC National students are regularly amongst the highest achievers and the value of this course can
be seen in recent reflections below of some ex -students who have just completed their first year at 
University. 

“ Health and Social Care was such an amazing course for me both personally and academically. It
allowed me to gain an idea of the route I wanted to take in life through placement opportunities, as
there was a range of choices. Placement was a huge part of the reason why I loved the course as it
helped me with my confidence in new situations, meeting new people and gaining experience in a
variety of work places. The course has also helped during lectures this year as I related what they
were teaching back to what I have learnt and seen from the course. The placement aspect at Univer-
sity was more relaxed and came easier as I had done it before on my BTEC course. The writing as-
pect of the course has meant that the jump to University academic writing has been far smaller. This
is because previous work from the course is helpful to look back on to help with explanations and
reasoning in essays that I now do. So overall the BTEC course has been brilliant in preparing me for
university; working in the future; increasing my confidence; improving time management and organi-
zational skills.” 

Maisie Thomson (D*D*D*)  – Primary School Teaching – University of Brighton 

“Health and Social Care has really benefited me with my Midwifery Degree. The  BTEC placements
have meant that I have been  a lot more confident and my communication skills learnt have made it
easier for me to interact with the patients.  The coursework involved with my Health and Social Care
course has also been really useful; I am now able to write essays effectively to high standard. The
BTEC course involved a lot of self- reflection which is really important at University. It has enabled me
to be able to communicate with my mentor about my strengths and weaknesses allowing me to to
develop and improve on my practice.”

Ella Walker (D*D*D) – Midwifery -  University of Bedfordshire
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Sociology
EExxaammiinnaattiioonn BBooaarrdd AAQQAA
Course Code: 7192

Entry Requirements: 
Grade 6 in English Language at GCSE
and Grade 6 in a Humanities subject.

Sociology is the study and ‘science’ of society. It is a lively and vibrant discipline that links classical
and contemporary theory to consider today’s society. It is designed to make you think about the 
society you live in, and the type of society you would like in the future. Sociology challenges students
to be critical about the changes, conflicts and social issues that arise in everyday life.
During the first year of study the modules on ‘Culture and Identity’, ‘Education’ and ‘Research 
Methods’ are covered.  These topics introduce the different sociological perspectives and debates
that continue and link into year two. 

YYeeaarr 1122::
1.Education: This section focuses on the purpose of education in society and tracks how

changes over time have impacted on its role. We ask ‘Who succeeds and fails in school and why,
and study the various theories suggested for the patterns in GCSE results. 

2.Research Methods: Whilst developing an understanding of sociological theories and 
perspectives it is also important to understand how many of these were developed by the studies
and investigations on society and groups within it. Methods in context: What aspect of education
would you investigate? How would you conduct your research? From questionnaires to participant
research – what are the advantages and disadvantages of each method?

3.Topics – Culture and Identity: This topic examines the ‘nature/nurture’ debate with regard
to aspects that shape your identity. You will investigate the different elements of identity that make
you distinct or similar to others: social class, gender, sexuality, age, ethnicity, nationality and disability.
We also study ‘what is culture?’ with ‘folk’, ‘popular’ and ‘mass culture’.

YYeeaarr 1133::
4.Mass Media: Arguably one of the most influential institutions in contemporary society we

examine who owns and controls these vast organisations, whether social groups are fairly repre-
sented and what the possible positive and negative effects of particular types of media depictions,
such as ‘violence’, may have on its audiences. 

5.Crime and Deviance: This topic covers the law makers and breakers, challenges 
assumptions about the most dangerous crimes in society and questions the true role of prison and
the criminal justice system.

6.Theory and Methods: This final sub-topic summarises the key contributions of the 
sociological perspectives that have been covered throughout the course such as Marxism and 
Feminism and the various methods used to investigate society with a more critical approach to the
‘Research Methods’ module.

Due to the emphasis on extended writing and essays students choosing this course are required to
have a minimum of a Grade 6 in English Language at GCSE and a Humanities subject.

Popular Combinations
Sociology complements many AS/A Level courses especially English, Psychology, the Humanities
subjects and Media Studies.  Previous Sociology students have continued to study and use their 
Sociology in a range of degrees and careers: Police; Midwifery; Events Management; Journalism;
Human Geography; Teaching; Criminology and Law.
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Physical Education
EExxaammiinnaattiioonn BBooaarrdd AAQQAA
Course Code: 9GP01 

Entry Requirements: 
Grade 6 in the GCSE PE theory paper. Grade 6 in Biology
Students must perform in one sport regularly to a competitive level
outside of school. (Full list of accepted practical sports on AQA website).

Paper 1:
Section A: Applied anatomy and physiology

2 hours Section B: Skill acquisition
(35%) Section C: Sport and society

Paper 2:
Section A: Exercise and physiology and biomechanics

2 hours Section B: Sport psychology
(35%) Section C: Sport in society and technology in sport

Non-exam assessment (30%):
Throughout the course students must be recording themselves performing their sport outside of
school. A video of evidence must be presented to be moderated during the second year.

Written/verbal analysis of performance will also be required

Future pathways: 
Studying PE at A-level will help with the development of the student with regards to discipline and
time management. Students need to be competing in sport regularly outside of school and therefore,
our students need to be organised and motivated. A-level PE can lead into a variety of differing
higher education courses, apprenticeships and job opportunities including: Sports and exercise sci-
ence, physiotherapist, PE teacher, coaching, sports psychologist, sports journalism, sports historian,
sports massage therapy, sports science MSc and PhD research – the list is endless!

Popular Combinations:
A-level PE works well with subjects such as Biology, Psychology, Sociology and Business Studies
amongst others.

“
”

WWee hhaavvee aallllootttteedd ssttuuddyy ppeerriiooddss
wwhheerree wwee ccaann aacccceessss ssuubbjjeecctt
rreessoouurrsseess tthhaatt aarree nnoott aavvaaiillaabbllee
aatt hhoommee..
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Design and Technology

Product Design (Engineering)
EExxaammiinnaattiioonn BBooaarrdd AAQQAA
Course Code: 7552

Entry Requirements: 
A minimum of 5 GCSEs Grade 5 or better, including English and Maths. 
Engineering GCSE is preferred but not a requirement

Course Description  
Research, Designing and Making projects. 

Students undertake real life briefs where they are asked to solve an Engineering based problem.
They are to research current solutions then design and construct their own product using a range of
design and practical skills. Students will learn hand tool techniques, CAD CAM, how to use a lathe,
milling machine, laser cutter, 3D printer etc. Practical units represent 50% of qualification.

Technical Principles written paper taken in Y13: 30% of qualification

Designing and Making Principles written paper taken in Y13: 20% of qualification

Course Extras
Educational visits to BMW and other Engineering establishments, participation to the Engineering
Gold crest award. Inspiring visits to the course from leaders in Industry.

Future Pathways
Recent past students have gone on to Engineering degree courses at Bristol University. The course
has strong links with Oxford BMW where many ex-students participate in Engineering apprentice-
ships. 

Popular Combinations
Engineering has strong links to Maths so experience and knowledge in this field would be an advan-
tage. An element of the course involves design skills both drawn and through ICT, so knowledge in
this area would be beneficial
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Mathematics & The Sciences
Mathematics 

EExxaammiinnaattiioonn BBooaarrdd EEddeexxcceell

Course Code:
A2 9371

Entry Requirements: 
GCSE Grade 7

A-level Mathematics builds from GCSE concepts introducing calculus and its applications. There is
an emphasis on the relationships of Mathematical ideas and in particular how Mathematics can be
applied to model situations using algebra and other representations, to help make sense of data, to
understand the physical world and to solve problems in a variety of contexts, including social 
sciences and business. It prepares students for further study and employment in a wide range of 
disciplines involving the use of Mathematics through the new contextualisation and real world 
application. 

Unlike the previous qualification 100% of the content is prescribed.  This means the only difference
between the exam boards now is how it will be assessed.

There are three overarching themes: Mathematical argument, language and proof; Mathematical
problem solving; Mathematical modelling.

The topics below, assessed in the context of the overarching themes, represent 100% of the
content. 

Future Pathways
A Mathematics qualification is very versatile.  It is directly relevant to further mathematical study, 
Engineering, Physics, Sciences, Economics and teaching.  
Students studying Medicine, Law, Accountancy, Business Studies, Geography and History have also
found the problem-solving skills useful.

Popular Combinations 
Further Mathematics, Physics, Engineering, Economics, Biology, Chemistry, Geography.

“ ”
TTeeaacchheerrss aarree rreeaallllyy
ssuuppppoorrttiivvee aanndd ssiixxtthh
ffoorrmm pprroovviiddeess mmee wwiitthh
ssoommee ffaannttaassttiicc
ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess..
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Chemistry
EExxaammiinnaattiioonn BBooaarrdd EEddeexxcceell

Course Code: 9CH0

Entry Requirements: 
Two Science GCSEs at Grade 6 - one of which must be Chemistry if you
studied Triple Science - and a Grade 6 in Maths) 

Course Description
The course will cover areas of Organic, Inorganic and Physical Chemistry.
In Year 12 you will initially build on the knowledge you have gained at GCSE level with key ideas in-
cluding electronic structure, moles and rates of reaction being covered in more detail.  Further topics
including periodicity and organic reactions will subsequently be explored.
In Year 13 you will use more complex ideas such as entropy to explain why reactions happen.  You
will also learn how to make important organic compounds such as asprin.

Exam Structure:  
Assessment consists of 3 exams testing all the content at the end of Year 13.  Two exams are 1 hour
45 minutes long and worth 30% each, the final exam is 2 hours 30 minutes long and worth 40%.
Knowledge of practical skills is assessed through all the exams, and 20% of each assessment will be
testing mathematical skills.  You will also require good written English to enable you to explain your
understanding clearly.  
In addition to your A-level you can also achieve a separate practical competency certificate.  

Future Pathways
Chemistry is a well respected A-level subject that can open many doors for future courses and ca-
reers.  Chemistry is a required subject for degree courses in Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary Science,
Chemistry and Chemical Engineering. It is also required for most Biomedical Science, Psychology,
Pharmacy and Pharmacology degrees.  Other related careers include Forensics, Environmental Sci-
ence, Materials Science and Environmental Law.
The range of skills involved in studying Chemistry means it is also looked upon favourably by many
employers for careers that are not Science related, for example Accountancy and Law. 

For further information about future careers in Chemistry visit:
http://www.rsc.org/careers/future/your-future-chemistry or
http://www.futuremorph.org/14-16/next-steps/follow-your-favourite-subject/careers-from-
chemistry/

Popular Combinations
Maths, Physics, Biology, Psychology, History, Geography, Economics.

“
”

BBeeiinngg iinn tthhee SSiixxtthh FFoorrmm hhaass
bbeeeenn bbeenneeffiicciiaall iinn sseettttiinngg mmee
uupp ffoorr mmyy ffuuttuurree eedduuccaattiioonn.. II
ccaann’’tt wwaaiitt ttoo ppuutt wwhhaatt II hhaavvee
lleeaarrnntt iinnttoo pprraaccttiiccee..
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Biology 
EExxaammiinnaattiioonn BBooaarrdd AAQQAA

Course Code: 7402

Entry Requirements: 
Two Science GCSEs at Grade 6 - one of which must be Biology if you 
studied Triple Science - and a Grade 6 in Maths 

Biology A-level will give you the skills to make connections and associations with all living things
around you. Biology literally means the study of life and if that’s not important, what is? Being
such a broad topic, you’re bound to find a specific area of interest, plus it opens the door to a
fantastic range of interesting careers. Topics 1-4 are covered in Year 12 and topics 5-8 are 
covered in Year 13.

1 - Biological molecules 
2 - Cells 
3 - Organisms exchange substances with their environment
4 - Genetic information, variation and relationships between organisms 
5 - Energy transfers in and between organisms 
6 - Organisms respond to changes in their internal and external environments 
7 - Genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems 
8 - The control of gene expression 

Biology, like all sciences, is a practical subject. Throughout the course you will carry out practical
activities including:

•     using microscopes to see cell division
•     dissection of animal or plant systems
•     aseptic technique to study microbial growth
•     investigating activity within cells
•     investigating animal behaviours
•     investigating distributions of species in the environment.

These practicals will give you the skills and confidence needed to investigate the way living
things behave and work. It will also ensure that if you choose to study a Biology-based subject
at university, you’ll have the practical skills needed to carry out successful experiments in your
degree.

Assessment
There is no coursework on this course. However, your performance during 12 Required Practi-
cals will be assessed. There are three exams at the end of the two years for A-level.

Course Extras
All students will be expected to attend the field course which will run towards the end of the
summer term of Year 12 or autumn term of Year 13. This is an essential component of the A-level
course as it enables students to gain hands on experience of carrying out a range of ecological
sampling techniques to investigate the distribution of a number of coastal species of animals
and plants.  Additionally, students plan and conduct an ecological trial to investigate a chosen
hypothesis.  During the field course students are taught how to statistically analyse their data
and use this to draw reliable conclusions and to evaluate the success of their investigation.  
Financial support can be applied for to support families to fund this visit.
Throughout the 2 year course there will also be exciting opportunities for students to attend rele-
vant lectures and workshops, these are often run by Oxford University/Warwick University, the
Oxford Natural History Museum and our surrounding Science businesses.

Future Pathways
Biological Sciences, Natural Sciences, Medicine, Veterinary Science, Biomedical Science.

Popular Combinations
Chemistry, Physics, Maths, Psychology.



Level 3 Edexcel Award in Algebra
(Not an A-level or AS Level)

EExxaammiinnaattiioonn BBooaarrdd EEddeexxcceell

Course Code: AAL20

Entry Requirements: 
GCSE Grade 6

The Level 3 Algebra award is ideal for students who need to extend their maths skills from GCSE,
but have not achieved a high enough grade to qualify for the full A-level course.  

Maths is a core subject that provides essential skills for many other subjects including science 
subjects, geography, and business studies.  The Level 3 Algebra award is offered to students who
are taking 3 other subjects as full A-level subjects and would benefit from working on an additional 
qualification to improve their maths skills. The course covers significantly less content than a full 
A-level course and will be delivered with just 2 hours per week of teaching over just 1 year. It is not
worth the same as an A-level or even an AS level and should be seen as an additional 
qualification that complements the three other A-levels that a student chooses. 

Topics included in the course are: using and manipulating formulae, surds, quadratic equations,
graphs of functions including exponential functions, distance time and speed time graphs, 
kinematics, and direct and inverse proportion.  In addition, students will also be able to request extra
help on mathematical topics not covered in the Level 3 Algebra course, if they are topics that are 
necessary for other subjects they are studying. An example of this sort of topic would be logarithms. 
The course is assessed with one final examination which is graded as either Pass or Fail. The mark
needed to pass the exam is usually very high (typically around 70% is needed to pass the exam) and
therefore students need to take exam preparation very seriously to ensure that they succeed. 

“
”

SSiixxtthh FFoorrmm eennaabblleess ssttuuddeennttss
ttoo ffuullllyy eexxpplloorree aanndd eexxpprreessss
tthheeiirr iinntteerreessttss aanndd ttaalleennttss
wwiitthh aa wwiiddee rraannggee ooff iinn--ddeepptthh
ccoouurrsseess tthhaatt aarree lleedd bbyy
tteeaacchheerrss wwhhoo aarree
ssuubbjjeecctt ssppeecciiaalliissttss..

38



www.didcotsixthform.co.uk39Prospectus 2018/19

Didcot Sixth Form

Further Mathematics
EExxaammiinnaattiioonn BBooaarrdd EEddeexxcceell

Course Code: 9372

Entry Requirements: 
GCSE Mathematics Grade 7

SSttuuddeennttss ttaakkiinngg FFuurrtthheerr MMaatthheemmaattiiccss mmuusstt aallssoo ssttuuddyy MMaatthheemmaattiiccss iinn wwhhiicchh 
CCoorree11 ttoo CCoorree 44 aanndd MMeecchhaanniiccss 11 aanndd 22 aarree ccoovveerreedd.

The qualification is both deeper and broader than A-level Mathematics. As well as building on 
algebra and calculus introduced in A-level Mathematics, the A-level Further Mathematics core 
content introduces complex numbers and matrices, fundamental mathematical ideas with wide 
applications in Mathematics, engineering, physical sciences and computing. The non-core content
includes different options that can enable students to specialise in areas of Mathematics that are
particularly relevant to their interests and future aspirations. A-level Further Mathematics prepares 
students for further study and employment in highly Mathematical disciplines that require knowledge
and understanding of sophisticated mathematical ideas and techniques. 

Unlike the previous qualification, and the new A-level Mathematics qualification, 50% of the content
is prescribed.  This means the difference between the exam boards is how it will be assessed as well
the applied content.   

There are three overarching themes: Mathematical argument, language and proof; Mathematical
problem solving; Mathematical modelling.
The topics below, assessed in the context of the overarching themes, represent the content. 

Both years study will be assessed at the end in a series of four exams, all of which are two hours
long. There are two Pure Maths papers, a Mechanics paper and a Statistics paper.

Course Extras 
As relevant opportunities arise, there may be competitions and recommended revision events.

Future Pathways
A-level further Mathematics prepares students for further study and employment in highly 
mathematical disciplines that require knowledge and understanding of sophisticated mathematical
ideas and techniques. The majority of students who study Further Mathematics go on to university
and take a degree in either Mathematics, Science or Engineering.

Popular Combinations
A-level Further Mathematics combines well with Physics, Engineering and Mathematics.  It also 
supports students studying Biology, Chemistry, Geography, Economics and Business Studies.  If you
opt for Further Mathematics you must also opt for Mathematics.  

Prescribed content (50%) Optional content (50%)
(to be confirmed)

Proof
Complex numbers
Matrices
Further algebra and functions
Further calculus
Further vectors
Polar coordinates
Hyperbolic functions
Differential equations

Mechanics
Statistics
Decision
Further Pure





www.didcotsixthform.co.uk41Prospectus 2018/19

Didcot Sixth Form

Physics
EExxaammiinnaattiioonn BBooaarrdd AAQQAA

Course Code: 7408

Entry Requirements: 
Two Science GCSEs at Grade 6 - one of which must be 
Physics if you studied Triple Science and a Grade 6 in Maths

Course Description
The AS course develops the students’ interest by venturing into the world of particle physics, provid-
ing access to new concepts and ideas, and giving them a new depth to their understanding of the
subject. This is taught alongside units that are familiar to students, building on the mechanics con-
cepts first introduced at GCSE. Within the first-year students will have developed an understanding
of quantum phenomena, leptons and quarks as well as mechanics and electricity. 

Students are introduced to further mechanics, thermal physics, fields and Nuclear Physics in year 2,
plus one optional module. Alongside the taught content, the students will also complete a practical
endorsement. They will carry out 12 required practical experiments being assessed on a range of
competencies, they will develop skills in planning, precision, data handling and analysis. 

Exam Structure:  
The A-level consists of 3 exam papers at the end of year 13, each 2 hours in length.

Future Pathways
Physics A-level is a well-respected course that is highly regarded by universities and further educa-
tion colleges. It is particularly useful for degrees in Science, Engineering, Medicine, Geophysics and
Maths. The practical and problem-solving skills that you will acquire on this course are also highly
applicable and sought after in many industries and careers

Popular Combinations
There is a high mathematical demand on the course, and some overlap between Maths and Physics
A-level, so studying both is a useful and popular combination. It is difficult to achieve the highest
grades without also studying Maths.

Other useful combinations include Biology, Psychology, Chemistry, Geography, Engineering

Paper 1 Paper 2 Paper 3

What’s
Assessed

As Content 
Particles and radiation
Waves, Mechanics and 
materials electricity

A2 Content
Further mechanics
Thermal Physics

Fields, Nuclear Physics

Practical Skills
and data analysis
As and A2 content.
Option module

Assessment 2 hours
85 marks

34% of A-Level

2 hours
85 marks

34% of A-Level

2 hours
80 marks

32% of A-Level
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French
Course Code:
A2 7652

Modern Foreign Languages
Spanish
Course Code:
A2 7692

German
Course Code:
A2 7662

Paper 1 – Reading, Listening and Writing (1 hour 45 minutes written examination – 40% AS grade)
You will answer comprehension questions on a range of written and audio materials related

to the AS social and cultural topics. You will translate a passage written in the target language of
minimum 70 words into English.
Paper 2 – Writing (1 hour 15 minutes written examination – 30% AS grade)

You will translate an English passage of minimum 70 words into the target language. You
will write an essay of 250 words minimum on a question inviting you to analyse aspects such as plot,
characterisation, imagery and other stylistic features of the film studied during the AS course.
Paper 3 - Speaking Test (12-14 minutes examination – 30% AS grade)

You will answer questions on 2 sub-themes related to the social and cultural topics studied,
with the discussion based on a stimulus card – you will have 15 minutes to prepare. 

Skills and topics
In Year 12, students consolidate their grammatical understanding and develop their communication
skills, building fluency and confidence. They explore  aspects of the social trends and artistic culture
of the countries where the target language is spoken. They debate ideas and discuss viewpoints.
They study one film, analysing its themes and techniques in a critical manner. 
In Year 13, they study aspects of the social issues and political culture of the countries where the tar-
get language is spoken, and one literary text. They also research one subject of particular interest to
them. They develop their critical skills and refine their research skills while deepening their  under-
standing of the culture of the countries where the target language is spoken. They extend their gram-
matical and linguistic knowledge. 

Social trends Artistic culture

French The changing nature of the family
The cyber-culture
The place of voluntary work

A culture proud of its heritage
Contemporary music
The cinema

Spanish Modern and traditional values
Cyber space
Equal rights (men and women)

A culture proud of its heritage
Contemporary music
The cinema

German The changing state of the family
The digital world
Youth culture: fashion, music, television

Festivals and traditions
Art and architecture
Cultural life in Berlin, past and present

Paper 1 – Reading, Listening and Writing (2 hours 30 minutes written examination – 40% A-level
grade)

You will answer comprehension questions on a range of written and audio materials related
to the A-level social, political and cultural topics. You will translate one passage written in the target
language of minimum 100 words into English and one English passage of minimum 100 words into
the target language.
Paper 2 – Writing (2 hours written examination – 30% A-level grade)

You will write two essays of 300 words minimum on 2 questions: one inviting you to analyse
concepts, issues and stylistic features of the film studied during the first year of the course, and the
other of the literary text studied during the second year of the course.
Paper 3 - Speaking Test (21-23 minutes examination – 30% A-level grade)

You will answer questions on one sub-theme related to the social, political and cultural top-
ics studied, with the discussion based on a stimulus card – you will have 5 minutes to prepare. You
will also present and discuss an individual research project.

Entry Requirements: 
GCSE Language Grade 6
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Chinese Mandarin
Course Code:

Chinese Mandarin (Short Course) 1341
Chinese Mandarin (Principal Course) 9778

Entry Requirements: 
GCSE Language Grade B

Cambridge International Level 3 Pre-U Certificate
This course is offered as a Pre-U Short course (equivalent to AS) in Year 12 with the possibility to
convert to a Pre-U Principal course (equivalent to A-level) in Year 13.  Both courses are awarded at
Distinction/Merit and Pass levels and carry the equivalent UCAS points to their AS/A-level 
counterparts.  Universities, including Russell Group Universities, are increasingly aware of the Pre-U
award and respect the breadth and depth of knowledge that it represents.

Short Course - Year 12 
Paper 1 (Speaking) -15 minutes – 40%

This is made up of a prepared topic and topic conversation (5–7 minutes),followed by General Con-
versation (6-8 minutes).

Paper 2 (Chinese Culture) – 1 hour 15 minutes – 60%
Students will respond to a choice of questions and write 2 essays of approx. 600-750 words in Eng-
lish on a topic you have studied on Chinese History and a Literature or Film option.

Principal Course (Year 13)
Paper 1 (Speaking) 20% and Paper 4 (Chinese Culture) 25% are as above, plus:
Paper 2 Listening, Reading and Translation (2 hours 30 minutes) 30%
Paper 3 Written Chinese 25% (2 hours)

n.b. for Paper 2 and 3 a paper dictionary can be used.

Skills and topics
Students extend their grammatical and linguistic knowledge of the language and develop their 
communication skills. They also research Chinese Culture, through a selection of literature, film and
history topics, on which they will write in English.
In the second year, there is also a focus on Reading and Writing, including the use of idioms and
skills of translation.  

Year 12 - Family, Young People and Education 
Year 13 - Media, Work and Leisure and Environment 

Enrichment Opportunities
Students have the opportunity to practise and develop their speaking skills in weekly sessions with
our Foreign Language Assistants, timetabled during one of their independent study periods.
Students are also encouraged to take part in some enrichment activities such as conferences, taking
part in our exchange with Planegg (Munich) or joining our Homestay trips to Paris and Salamanca, or
our annual trip to China.

Future Pathways and Popular Combinations
Due to the importance of languages on the international stage, popular subject combinations are 
currently Economics, Maths and Business Studies.  Students of English Literature, History or 
Geography, as well as other Modern Foreign Languages can also be successful here.

A language qualification is definitely a USP which will allow entry into varied and exciting University
courses, including studying a degree in any of the subjects named above or indeed a language 
degree itself.
It is increasingly popular to take a joint degree and combine a language with another discipline such
as Spanish and Computer Science, Engineering and German.
Language graduates enjoy success in many fulfilling careers, including in Business, Law, Science,
teaching and translation.
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AA22 rreessuullttss 22001177 
A2 results 2016   are on second line  

Grade breakdown for the Past 5 Years
2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Pass A(*) – E 98 98 98 99 98
A(*) – C 81 79 76 79 73
A(*) – B 58 54 48 53 51

Subject at A2 A* A B C D E U Totals % A*-B %A*-C

Art – Fine Art 0 2 6 3 0 0 0 11 73 100

1 0 2 2 0 2 0 7 43 71

Art – Graphics 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 2 40 50

3 1 1 1 0 0 0 6 83 100

Biology 4 6 11 10 9 5 1 46 46 67

4 3 11 5 7 2 1 33 55 70

Business Studies 0 1 5 4 3 0 1 14 43 71

2 4 7 6 5 0 0 24 54 79

Chemistry 4 3 6 0 6 2 3 24 54 54

0 7 6 4 2 3 2 24 54 71

Chinese 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 100 100

0 0 2 2 1 1 0 6 33 67

Computing 0 2 1 2 2 1 0 8 38 63

0 1 0 0 0 2 1 4 25 25

Dance 1 0 4 3 1 0 0 9 56 89

0 0 2 1 0 0 0 3 67 100

Engineering 2 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 67 67

0 0 1 1 2 0 0 4 25 50

English Literature 3 10 14 10 6 3 2 48 56 77

4 7 10 7 8 2 1 39 54 72

French 0 3 0 1 3 0 0 7 43 57

0 2 1 1 1 0 0 5 60 80

Further Maths 2 2 3 3 2 1 0 13 54 77

2 4 0 1 0 0 0 7 86 100
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A*-A B-C D-E Total A*-A A*-C

H&SC Extended Dip 24 0 0 24 100 100
(equivalent to 3 A-levels) 19 11 0 30 63 100

Subject at A2 A* A B C D E U Totals % A*-B %A*-C

Geography 1 4 8 5 1 0 0 19 68 95

0 1 6 9 4 1 0 21 33 76

German 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 100 100

- - - - - - - - - -

Government &
Politics 2 1 2 5 2 3 0 15 33 67

0 1 3 3 6 1 0 14 29 50

History 0 0 10 3 4 2 0 19 53 68

0 3 2 2 6 1 0 14 36 50

Maths 4 21 12 15 10 5 2 69 54 75

5 13 12 6 5 1 3 45 67 80

Media Studies 0 0 4 5 2 2 0 13 31 69

1 0 6 10 3 2 0 22 32 77

Performing Arts 0 2 2 1 0 0 0 5 80 100

0 0 0 3 1 0 0 4 0 75

Photography 0 1 4 1 3 2 1 12 42 50

0 0 2 4 2 0 0 8 25 75

Physical Educ. 0 0 1 1 2 4 0 8 13 25

- - - - - - - - - -

Physics 4 3 3 5 5 3 0 23 43 65

1 6 5 5 0 8 0 25 48 68

Psychology 0 6 10 10 3 1 2 32 50 81

5 0 7 6 1 0 0 19 63 95

Sociology 0 1 6 2 0 2 1 12 58 75

2 5 0 5 2 0 1 15 47 80

Spanish 0 3 0 1 1 0 0 5 60 80

1 0 1 2 0 0 0 4 50 100

Extended Project 2 12 1 0 1 0 0 16 94 94

2 4 2 1 0 0 0 9 89 100



“ ”
IItt wwaass rreeaallllyy uusseeffuull ttoo ddiissccuussss
mmyy aapppplliiccaattiioonn ttoo RRuusssseellll--
GGrroouupp uunniivveerrssiittiieess wwiitthh
ssoommeeoonnee wwiitthh eexxppeerriieennccee..
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Didcot Sixth Form students successfully progress each year to university, college or apprenticeship
courses or move onto employment. This success is not only due to the excellent exam results that
they achieve but the enrichment provision which helps them to ‘stand out’ at interview.

In 2017, 62% of all students secured a place to study at university with 37% going on to a Russell
Group university including three to Oxford or Cambridge.

Below table shows the grades achieved and the destinations secured for a number of our students.

Didcot Sixth Form

Kieran Agg A* A* A* A* Cambridge – Natural Science

Daniel Blair A* A* A Nottingham  - Medicine

Ben Carless A A A Southampton - Modern Languages

Matthew Clancy A A A Bristol - Physics

Finlay Greenfield A A A Birmingham - Law

Nathan Hawkes A* A* A A Cambridge – Computer Science

Niamh Holland A* A A Sheffield – Physics and Philosophy

Seth Howes A* A A Oxford - Medicine

Isabella Jewell A* A* A A Manchester – French and Italian

Nicola Kay A* A* A Birmingham- Psychology

Jasmine Lawton A A A York - Chemistry

Callum McDonnell A* A* A* A Bristol - Aerospace Engineering

Zach Rickford A* A* A Birmingham- Biochemistry

Sebastian Small A* A* A* A* Bristol - Aerospace Engineering

Holly Smith A* A A A Imperial  - Biochemistry

Poppy Concannon D* D* D* Leeds - Sport and Exercise Science

Kayleigh Smith D* D* D* Oxford Brookes - Midwifery

The charts below show the destinations for our students in 2016



The aim of this Agreement is to help ensure that students of all abilities can maximize their potential
both academically and socially, whilst enjoying their  sixth form experience.

Didcot Sixth Form will endeavour to provide you, as a student, with:

• a variety of courses to suit your individual needs and to ensure pathways to future 
learning and/or employment
• the benefits of wider learning, enrichment and extra-curricular activities
• a programme to develop student leadership qualities including subject ‘ambassadors’ 
and a student leadership team
• specialist teachers who are passionate about their subject 
• a pleasant and relaxed learning environment but with high expectations of behaviour, 
attitude and individual success
• a  welcoming Form Tutor who will guide and assist you. 
• helpful and direct advice about your future career, whether university, apprenticeship or 
employment
• a yearly informative meeting  between teachers, you and your parents/guardians/carers to
discuss your progress.
• a regular written statement on your academic achievements.

As a sixth form student, you will be expected to:

• make positive contributions in class and engage with learning
• complete work on time and to a good standard
• be excellent role models for our younger students
• play a full part in the life of DSF and in the life of the main schools and take up the many 
leadership and enrichment opportunities available to you
• treat everyone with respect
• dress appropriately
• wear their DSF ID badge at all times when on site
• arrive to school and lessons on time
• remain on site unless travelling between sites for lessons
• set a good example while on, and moving between, the school sites
• attend all lessons and Student Guidance Time unless there is an authorised reason for 
absence 
• respect the school environment

By applying to Didcot Sixth Form you are agreeing to the terms and conditions of this Agreement.

Agreement
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At St Birinus School
Mereland Rd, Didcot, OX11 8AZ
Tel: 01235 814444

Director of Sixth Form
Mr P Willett
pwillett@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk 

At Didcot Girls’ School
Manor Crescent, Didcot, OX11 7AJ
Tel: 01235 812092

Director of Sixth Form 
Mr P Willett
pwillett@didcotgirls.oxon.sch.uk

Contact Us

Important Dates 22nd November, 2017 6pm – 8.30pm
DDiiddccoott SSiixxtthh FFoorrmm OOppeenn EEvveenniinngg
DDiiddccoott GGiirrllss’’ SScchhooooll,, MMaannoorr CCrreesscceenntt,, DDiiddccoott,, OOXX1111 77AAJJ

15th December, 2017
AApppplliiccaattiioonn FFoorrmmss ccoommpplleetteedd aanndd rreettuurrnneedd

February and March,  2018
AAllll ssttuuddeennttss ggiivveenn oonnee--ttoo--oonnee gguuiiddaannccee iinntteerrvviieewwss bbyy sseenniioorr SSiixxtthh FFoorrmm
ssttaaffff aatt bbootthh sscchhoooollss
OOffffeerrss ooff ccoonnddiittiioonnaall ppllaacceess aatt DDiiddccoott SSiixxtthh FFoorrmm aarree mmaaddee bbyy 
lleetttteerr

4th and 5th July, 2018
‘‘TTaassttee’’ ooff tthhee SSiixxtthh FFoorrmm DDaayyss
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Subject Entry Requirements

Didcot Sixth Form

VVooccaattiioonnaall SSuubbjjeecctt CCoouurrsseess MMiinniimmuumm EEnnttrryy GGrraaddee

Health and Social Care
Minimum of 5 GCSEs at Grade 5 or above (Merit on BTEC First courses) and must
include Maths, English and Science at a minimum of a Grade 5

Students achieving a Grade lower than the entry requirement may study the subject with the recommendation of the Director of Sixth
Form in consultation with the subject teacher/subject leader

AA LLeevveell SSuubbjjeecctt CCoouurrsseess MMiinniimmuumm EEnnttrryy GGrraaddee
Art, Craft and Design 6 in Art or Graphics at GCSE
Graphics 6 in Art or Graphics at GCSE

Photography (Digital and 35mm)
Minimum of 5 GCSEs at Grade 5.
Photography GCSE is preferred but not a requirement

Biology
Grade 6+ in two Science GCSEs (either Combined Science or 
Biology plus Chemistry or Physics) and Grade 6 in Maths at GCSE

Business Studies
Grade 6 in English and Maths at GCSE (GCSE grade in Business will also
be taken into account, although it is not compulsory to have taken it)

Chemistry
Grade 6+ in two Science GCSEs (either Combined Science  or Chemistry
plus Biology or Physics) and Grade 6 in Maths at GCSE

Computing Grade 6 in Maths GCSE
Dance Grade 6 in Dance at GCSE
Drama and Theatre Grade 6 in Drama and English at GCSE

English Literature Grade 6 in both English Language and English Literature at GCSE

English Literature and Language Grade 6 in both English Language and English Literature at GCSE
Film Studies Grade 5 in English Language

French Grade 6 in French at GCSE
Geography Grade 6 in Geography and English Language at GCSE
German Grade 6 in German at GCSE

History

Grade 6 in History and English Language at GCSE. Applicants who have
not completed a GCSE in History but who have achieved a 
Grade 6 minimum GCSE in English Literature will be considered for A-level
History

Mandarin Grade B in Mandarin GCSE

Mathematics Grade 7 in Maths at GCSE and strong algebra skills

Further Maths
Grade 7 in Maths at GCSE and strong algebra skills (must be taking Maths
A-level)

Level 3 Edexcel Award in Algebra 
Grade 6 in Maths. The Level 3 Algebra award is ideal for students who
would like to extend their maths skills from GCSE, but have not achieved a
high enough grade to qualify for the full A-level Mathematics course

Music
GCSE Grade 6 (or performing of at least a strong
Instrumental/Vocal Grade 5 standard if you haven’t studied GCSE Music)

PE
Grade 6 in GCSE PE in the theory paper. Students must also be involved
with a PE activity to a high standard and competing regularly.

Physics
Two 6+ Grades in Science GCSE (either Combined Science or Physics plus
Biology or Chemistry) and Grade 6 in Maths at GCSE

Product Design 
5 GCSEs Grade 5, including English and Maths.
Engineering GCSE is preferred but not a requirement

Psychology
Grade 6 in Science, and English and a Grade 5 in Maths at GCSE (prefer-
ably a 6). There is no requirement to have studied Psychology at GCSE.

Religious Studies
Grade 6 in English, Grade 6 in at least ONE Of these subjects: Geography,
History, Religious Studies

Sociology Grade 6 in English Language and  in a Humanities subject at GCSE

Spanish Grade 6 in Spanish at GCSE




