
 

 

 

19th October 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

We have been made aware today that we have a further confirmed case and two suspected 

cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) at Didcot Sixth Form. 

The context of these confirmed cases suggests that we should take a pro-active and cautious 

approach and therefore we have made the decision that there will be no further in-person 

teaching at Didcot Sixth Form until Monday 2nd November. Students should work from home 

for the remainder of this week and access work remotely (please see below for more 

information).   

We have undertaken contact tracing operations for the confirmed and suspected cases and 

asked students who meet the criteria for close contact to self-isolate. If you have not received 

instructions for your son or daughter to self-isolate, then there is no need for them to do so. 

However, we ask for your support in minimising interaction between students outside of school 

during this period. We intend this period of closure to act as a ‘circuit break’ on any potential 

transmission, and so it is important that sixth formers maintain social distancing outside of 

school and limit their social contact to six close contacts wherever possible. 

We understand that you will find this concerning, but please rest assured that we are asking you 

to do this to reduce the further spread of COVID-19 to others in the community. We are 

continuing to work closely with Oxfordshire County Council, Public Health South East and the 

Department for Education to ensure safe operation of the school and to complete contact 

tracing procedures. They have advised that they are satisfied with the measures we are taking.   

Against a backdrop of rising cases nationally, we are grateful to have reached the final week of 

term without any major disruption to in-person learning. We will use the opportunity this week 

to review our on-site COVID-19 control measures and we will write later in the week about 

further control measures to limit the potential for transmission among the student body.  

What to do if your child develops symptoms of COVID-19 

 

For most people, especially children, COVID-19 will be a mild illness. The most common 

symptoms of COVID-19 are recent onset of: 

• new continuous cough and/or 

• high temperature (37.8oC or above) 

• a loss of, or change in, normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) 



 

 

If your child develops any of these symptoms of COVID-19, they should remain at home for at 

least 14 days from when their symptoms appeared. You can seek advice from the nhs.uk 

website at https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/. 

Please do contact the school straight away should your child or someone in your household test 

positive for COVID-19 on headteacher@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk and 

jcross@didcotsixthform.co.uk. This email address is monitored throughout the week, including 

weekends, and it is vital that we are made aware of any positive cases as soon as possible. We 

also ask you to email jcross@didcotsixthform.co.uk only if your child develops symptoms of 

COVID-19.   

Anyone with symptoms will be eligible for testing and this can be arranged by calling 119 or via 

the NHS website: NHS coronavirus test. If you are concerned about your child’s symptoms, or if 

they are worsening, you can see advice from NHS 111 at https://111.nhs.uk/ or by phoning 111. 

We have been advised by Oxfordshire County Council that in-person testing produces a faster 

result than postal testing, and that there is currently in-person availability at testing stations at 

the Oxford Park and Ride and the Chievelely testing centres.  

People who do not have symptoms should not request a test unless this has been specifically 

requested by Public Health England or the local authority. 

 

What my child can expect this week from remote learning 

 

Our aim is to deliver a similar amount of direct instruction, covering a similar amount of content, 

to what would happen during a normal school week. For the remainder of this week, teachers 

will set work daily on the day there would have been an in-person lesson. Teachers will also 

continue with any assessment scheduled for this week.  

The principles that underpin remote learning for the remainder of this week are as follows: 

• In total, each subject will set work that totals the amount of remaining lesson time this week 

plus the expected amount of independent learning – roughly 7-10 hours per subject 

• All remote learning will be set for students as an assignment on Microsoft Teams 

• For this week, lessons will be ‘on demand’ rather than live – students will access narrated 

PowerPoint slides or Loom links  

• Teachers will be available by email and via the chat function on Microsoft Teams to answer 

questions during the scheduled lesson time 

If you son or daughter does not have access to a laptop computer, please contact Hannah Burke 

on hburke@didcotsixthform.co.uk as the sixth form has some devices available to loan.  

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your understanding and support so far 
this term. We have been impressed with the maturity and determination that students have 
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shown in challenging circumstances and apologise that these measures take us further from 
normality. We ask for your continued understanding as we navigate these unchartered waters.  
 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Mr W Manning    Miss G Littler   Mr J Cross 

Headteacher    Headteacher   Director of Sixth Form  

St Birinus School   Didcot Girls’ School      

 

 

 


