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Subject information for:  Film Studies 

Class teacher:    Ms Leigh Edmond 

Number of exams:   1 

Length of exam(s):   1 hour 30 minutes 

Types of questions: Mixture of short and long answer questions 

 

 

What will be included in this assessment?: 
This written paper will be based upon aspects of three key films from the 
curriculum: Rebel Without a Cause, Ferris Beuller’s Day Off and The Hurt 
Locker. 
 
Students will be sitting the GCSE FILM STUDIES COMPONENT 1: Key 
Developments in US Film 
 
Students should use the Personal Learning Checklist below as a starting point 
to see which areas they feel more/less confident with before looking at how 
to make revision as productive as possible – your class teacher will be able to 
provide you with support about how to go about doing this, along with 
revision materials to support your work. 
 
Students need to have a sound knowledge of: 

• Two key scenes from each film 

• Cinematography, mise-en-scene, editing, sound and context for each 
key scene (along with the technical language linked to each) 

• The Hurt Locker review by Tara McKelvey (students have their own 
copy) and their own response to it 

• The film history timeline (students have a copy of this in their folder) 
 
You may also find it useful to explore some of these resources on the Eduqas 
site that link to the different units included in this exam: 
https://resources.eduqas.co.uk/Pages/ResourceByArgs.aspx?subId=50&lvlId
=2  
 

 

https://resources.eduqas.co.uk/Pages/ResourceByArgs.aspx?subId=50&lvlId=2
https://resources.eduqas.co.uk/Pages/ResourceByArgs.aspx?subId=50&lvlId=2


Film Studies  (Eduqas) PLC 

Key areas of question focus for Paper 2  

Revision 
notes 

made? 
(Y/N) 

R/A/G 
1 

R/A/G 
2 

Cinematography, including lighting (All Films and particularly Skyfall) 
camera shots, including extreme close-ups, close-ups, medium shots, long shots, 
extreme long shots, high, low and 60° angle shots (off-centre shots), tilt and aerial shots 

   

camera movement, including pan, tracking, dolly and the use of Steadicam technology    
Lighting, including position and intensity    
framing created through distance, angle, level and mobility and how it directs spectator 
attention 

   

the typical meanings associated with all of the above aspects of cinematography 
including lighting 

   

how each of the above contributes to the portrayal of characters and settings    
how cinematography can combine with mise-en-scène or sound to underline meaning    
how each of the above generates spectator responses    
Mise-en-scène 
settings, props, costume and make-up    
the typical meanings associated with each of the above aspects of mise-en-scène    
how mise-en-scène conventionally conveys realism • how settings contribute to the 
themes and issues a film raises 

   

how props contribute to character and/or narrative development in the films studied    
how costume and make-up convey character    
how each of the above aspects of mise-en-scène generates spectator responses    
Editing 
types of edit (cut, dissolve, fade)    
the principles of continuity editing (shot-reverse shot)    
cross-cutting    
pace of editing    
visual effects (created in post-production)    
the typical meanings associated with all of the above aspects of editing    
how continuity editing establishes relationships between characters    
how cross-cutting contributes to the portrayal of character     
how editing contributes to narrative development in the films studied    
how editing, including visual effects, generates spectator responses    
Sound 
diegetic and non-diegetic sound, including ambient sound, sound effects and sound 
bridges 

   

the typical meanings associated with diegetic sound including how it contributes to 
character and narrative development 

   

the typical meanings associated with non-diegetic sound including how music motifs 
convey character and different types of music contribute to the narrative 

   

how non-diegetic sound in particular contributes to the themes and issues a film raises    
how sound, particularly music, whether diegetic or non-diegetic, generates spectator 
responses in the films studied. 

   

Context  (Slumdog Millionaire)     
How society is divided and how this is reflected in the narrative    
Geographical context and the influence of setting     
Intertextuality – the influence of Bollywood film    
Representation (Let the Right One In and Spirited Away)    
How age or gender are represented     



How place is represented     
How mise-en-scene (setting, props, costume, hair, makeup) can create representation    
How cinematography (camera angles and lighting) can create representation    

 


