
St. Birinus School 

Year 11 – Geography Mock 

 

Subject information for:  Geography 

Class teachers:    Mr Irwin and Miss Sharland 

Number of Papers: 2 – One Physical, One Human 

Length of exam(s):   Paper 1 = 90 mins, Paper 2 = 60 mins 

Date:      Mock period w/c 7th November – Fri 18th November   

Types of questions: Mixture of multiple-choice, short and long answer 

questions – including 9 markers   

What will be included in this assessment? 
 
This paper will cover some aspects of the Geography course that you have studied; covering 
both human and physical Geography.  
 
Physical Geography (Paper 1) – 90 minutes 

- The Challenge of Natural Hazards (tectonics, weather hazards and climate change) 
- The Living World (hot deserts and tropical rainforests) 
- River Landscapes (processes, features and management) 

 
Human Geography (Paper 2) – 60 minutes 

- Urban issues and challenges (Rio & Bristol) 
- The challenge of resources management (water) 

 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

  

How will you prepare?  

Compulsory  

To prepare for this mock examination you have been provided with a revision pack with activities. 

You need to use the pages referenced in the Kerboodle (online) textbook to complete these 

activities. This revision pack will need to be completed and handed to your teacher by the 

deadline that they have set you.  

Aiming for a 7+ or want to enhance your revision? 

You may also opt to use the PLCs attached to make some: 

- Revision cards 

- Mind maps 

- Complete practice exam questions  

This is optional but will certainly help you to score the best mark possible in this assessment.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Geography GCSE (AQA) PLC 

Paper 1: Section A = The Challenges of Natural Hazards 

 

 Lesson 
notes? 
(Y/N) 

R/A/G 
1 

R/A/G 
2 

Natural hazards pose major risks to people and property 

Definition of natural hazard    

Types of natural hazard    

Factors affecting hazard risk    

TECTONIC HAZARDS 
Physical processes that cause earthquakes and volcanic eruptions 

Plate tectonics theory    

The global distribution of earthquakes and volcanic eruptions and how you find 
them at plate boundaries 

   

Constructive plate boundaries    

Destructive plate boundaries    

Conservative plate boundaries    

The effects and responses to earthquakes vary between HICs and LICs 

Primary and secondary effects of a tectonic hazard    

Immediate and long-term responses to a tectonic hazard    

EXAMPLE of a tectonic hazard in a LIC = Nepal.  
1) Effects 
2) Responses 

   

EXAMPLE of a tectonic hazard in a HIC = Chile.  
1) Effects  
2) Responses 

   

Management can reduce the effects of a earthquakes 

Reasons why people live in areas at risk from tectonic hazards    

How monitoring, prediction, protection and planning can reduce risks from a 
tectonic hazard 

   

WEATHER HAZARDS 
How global atmospheric circulation makes patterns of weather and climate 

The difference between weather and climate    

The general atmospheric circulation model: pressure belts and surface winds    

The conditions needed for tropical storms to develop 

The global distribution of tropical storms    

Explain how the general atmospheric circulation model links to tropical storms    

How tropical storms are made. (Explain the process)    

The structure and features of a tropical storm    

How climate change might affect tropical storms in the future. (Distribution, 
frequency and intensity) 

   

Effects of tropical storms on people and the environment 

Primary and secondary effects    

Immediate and long-term responses    

EXAMPLE of a tropical storm = Typhoon Haiyan  
1) Effects  

   



2) Responses 

Reducing the effects of tropical storms. (Monitoring, prediction and planning)    

Weather hazards in the UK 

Know different types of weather hazard that we face in the UK    

Impacts of extreme weather events in the UK on human activity 

EXAMPLE of a weather event in the UK = Somerset Floods 2014: 
1) Causes 
2) Social, economic and environmental impacts 
3) Management strategies to reduce the risk 

   

Evidence that weather is becoming more extreme in the UK    

CLIMATE CHANGE 
Natural and human factors causing climate change and the effects 

Evidence for climate change from the beginning of the Quaternary period to the 
present day 

   

Possible causes of climate change: 
Natural factors (orbital changes, volcanic activity and solar output) 
Human factors (use of fossil fuels, agriculture and deforestation) 

   

Overview of the effects of climate change on people and the environment    

Managing climate change with mitigation (reducing causes) and adaptation (responding to change) 

Mitigation - alternative energy production, carbon capture, planting trees, 
international agreements 

   

Adaptation - change in agricultural systems, managing water supply, reducing 
risk from rising sea levels 

   

 

Geography GCSE (AQA) PLC 

Paper 1: Section B = The Living World 

 

 Lesson 
notes? 
(Y/N) 

R/A/
G 

1 

R/A/G 

2 

ECOSYSTEMS 

Ecosystems exist at different scales and involve interaction between living and non-living parts 

EXAMPLE of a small scale UK ecosystem = A freshwater pond ecosystem 

1) Illustrate the concept of interrelationships 

2) Define and identify: producers, consumers, decomposers 

3) Explain the concepts: food chain, food web, nutrient recycling 

   

Explain what is meant by "the balance between components in an 
ecosystem"  

   

The impact on the ecosystem of changing one component    

Distribution of global ecosystems    



Characteristics of global ecosystems    

TROPICAL RAINFORESTS 

Characteristics of rainforests 

The physical characteristics of tropical rainforest    

The interdependence of climate, water, soils, plants, animals and people    

Explain how plants and animals adapt to the physical conditions    

Discuss the issues related to biodiversity    

Economic and environmental impacts of deforestation 

Changing rates of deforestation    

CASE STUDY of a tropical rainforest = Malaysia 

Causes of deforestation (subsistence and commercial farming, logging, road 
building, mineral extraction, energy development, settlement, population 
growth) 

   

Impacts of deforestation (economic development, soil erosion, contribution 
to climate change 

   

Management of tropical rainforests to be sustainable 

Importance of tropical rainforests for people    

Importance of tropical rainforests for the environment    

Strategies used to manage the rainforest sustainably (selective logging and 
replanting, conservation and education, ecotourism, international agreement 
about the use of tropical hardwoods, debt reduction) 

   

Hot deserts 

Characteristics of hot environments (hot deserts) 

   

The physical characteristics     

The interdependence of climate, soils, plants, animals and people    

How plants and animals adapt to the physical conditions    

Issues related to biodiversity    

Development in hot environments creates opportunities and challenges 

CASE STUDY of a hot environment = Thar Desert 

Illustrate how there are opportunities for development (mineral extraction, 
energy,  and tourism) 

   



Illustrate how there are challenges for developing here (extreme 
temperature, inaccessibility, provision of buildings and infrastructure) 

   

Environments are at risk from economic development – Sahel desertification  

Explain why cold environments are valuable as wilderness and should be 
protected 

   

Strategies to balance economic development and conservation (use of 
technology, role of governments, international agreements, conservation 
groups) 

   

 

Geography GCSE (AQA) PLC 

Paper 1: Section C = Physical Landscapes in the UK 

RIVER LANDSCAPES IN THE UK 

The shape of river valleys changes as rivers flow downstream 

The long profile and changing cross profile of a river and its valley    

Fluvial Processes 

Erosion – hydraulic action, abrasion, attrition, solution, vertical and 
lateral erosion 

   

Transportation – traction, saltation, suspension and solution    

Deposition – why rivers deposit sediment    

Distinctive fluvial landforms result from different physical processes 

Characteristics and formation of landforms resulting from erosion – 
interlocking spurs, waterfalls and gorges 

   

Characteristics and formation of landforms resulting from erosion and 
deposition – meanders and ox-bow lakes 

   

Characteristics and formation of landforms resulting from deposition 
(levees, flood plains, estuaries) 

   

EXAMPLE: river valley in the UK = River Tees  

1) Major landforms of erosion 

2) Major landforms of deposition 

   

Different management strategies can be used to protect river landscapes from the effects of 
flooding 

How physical and human factors affect flood risk – precipitation, 
geology, relief and land use 

   



How to use a hydrograph to show the relationship between precipitation 
and discharge 

   

The costs and benefits of hard engineering – dams and reservoirs, 
straightening, embankments, flood relief channels 

   

The costs and benefits of soft engineering – flood warnings and 
preparation, flood plain zoning, planting trees and river restoration 

   

EXAMPLE: Flood management scheme in the UK = Banbury  

1) Why the scheme was needed 

2) The management strategy 

3) Social, economic and environmental issues 

   

 

 

Geography GCSE (AQA) PLC 

Paper 2: Section A = Urban Issues and Challenges 

 

 Lesson 
notes? 
(Y/N) 

R/A/G 
1 

R/A/G 
2 

A growing percentage of the world's population lives in urban areas 

The global pattern of urbanisation. (Where is it happening?)    

Why urban growth is slower in HICs    

Why urban growth is fast in LICs    

Why urban growth is fastest in NEEs    

CASE STUDY of a urban growth in a NEE = Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

Location of Rio at different scales    

Importance of Rio at city, national and international scales    

Why and how Rio has grown. (Natural increase and migration)    

Social opportunities created by urban growth. (Access to services and access to 
resources) 

   

Economic opportunities created by urban growth. (How urban industrial areas 
can help the economy) 

   

Challenges caused by urban growth.    

EXAMPLE of how planning is improving the quality of life for the urban poor = 
The Favela Bairro Project 

   

CASE STUDY of a city in a HIC = Bristol, UK 

The distribution of the UK's population    

Location of the 10 major cities in the UK    

Location of Bristol at different scales    

Importance of Bristol in the UK    

Importance of Bristol in the wider world    

Impact of national and international migration on the growth and character of 
the city 

   

Social and economic opportunities created by urban change    



Environmental opportunities created by urban change    

Social and economic challenges created by urban change    

Environmental challenges created by urban change    

The impact of urban sprawl on the rural-urban fringe. (The growth of commuter 
settlements) 

   

EXAMPLE of an urban regeneration project = Temple Quarter Regeneration 
1) Reasons why the area needed regeneration 
2) The main features of the project 

   

Urban sustainability requires management of resources and transport 

Water and energy conservation    

Waste recycling    

Creating green space    

How urban transport strategies are used to reduce traffic congestion    
 

Geography GCSE (AQA) PLC 

Paper 2: Section C = The Challenge of Resource Management 

 

 Lesson 
notes? (Y/N) 

R/A/G 

1 

R/A/G 

2 

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 

Food, water and energy are fundamental to human life 

The importance of food, water and energy to economic and social well-
being 

   

An overview of global inequalities in the supply and consumption of 
resources 

   

The changing demand and provision of resource in the UK (opportunities and challenges) 

Food: 

1) The growing demand for high-value food exports from LICs 

2) All-year demand for seasonal food and organic produce 

3) Larger carbon footprints due to increasing 'food miles' 

4) Increasing desire to get food from local sources 

5) The increase in agribusiness 

   

Water: 

1) The changing demand for water 

2) Water quality and pollution management 

3) Matching supply and demand - areas of deficit and surplus 

   



4) Water transfers and how they help maintain supplies 

Energy: 

1) The changing energy mix - reliance on fossil fuels and growing 
importance of renewables 

2) Reduced domestic supplies of coal, oil and gas 

3) Economic issues that come with exploitation of energy sources 

4) Environmental issues that come with exploitation of energy sources 

   

WATER 

Conflict that occurs because demand for water resources is rising but supply is insecure 

Areas of surplus (security) and deficit (insecurity)    

Global patterns of water surplus and deficit    

Reasons for increasing water consumption (economic development, rising 
population) 

   

Factors affecting water availability (climate, geology, pollution of supply, 
limited infrastructure, poverty) 

   

Impacts of water insecurity (waterborne diseases and water pollution, food 
production, industrial output, potential for conflict where demand exceeds 
supply) 

   

Different strategies can be used to increase water supply 

Diverting supplies and increasing storage (dams and reservoirs, water 
transfers and desalinisation) 

   

EXAMPLE of a large scale water transfer scheme = Lesotho Highland Water 
Project 

1) Advantages 

2) Disadvantages 

   

Moving towards a sustainable resource future (water conservation, 
groundwater management, recycling, 'grey' water) 

   

EXAMPLE of a local scheme in a NEE = Wakel River Basin project, India    

 


