
 
Inspiring Excellence through Care, Courtesy and Commitment 

KS3 Mathematics 
 
In September your son will be joining us to start his Key Stage 3 
studies in Mathematics and begin a two year Mathematics  
programme of study to prepare him for his GCSE studies.  

Programme of study 
 
Progress  
Whichever set your son is in, his progress will be tracked from start to 
finish to ensure he is making expected, or above expected rates of 
progress. Where this is not the case, intervention of some form will 
be carried out, this may be the class teacher checking understanding 
more frequently, some extra work for him to complete at home with 
your support or a recommendation to attend our open drop in 
session. 
 
Lessons  
Your son will have maths three times a week where we place an 
emphasis on depth of understanding to best prepare students for the 
problem-solving content of GCSE. We are using the Math’s Mastery 
technique to ensure students develop fluency, are resilient problem 
solvers and enjoy learning maths from our specialist knowledge. 
 
Support  
It is important to us that your son feels supported in his studies 
throughout his time at St Birinus. To assist him with his studies he 
will have the following available to him: 
• Revision guides and workbooks  

• Hegarty Maths  

• Times Tables Rock Stars  

Preparation for September 

Numerise is a free offshoot of our school’s online support, Hegarty 

Maths. Their “Secondary Ready” course is ideal for keeping your son’s 

maths fluent while they wait for school to start and the link for their 

site can be found here.  

BBC Bitesize is another alternative for providing support in preparing 

your son for September at St Birinus and there are links below. The 

KS2 section consolidates primary school knowledge; the KS3 section 

gives more challenge.  

KS2 link: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z826n39  

KS3 link: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zqhs34j  

Setting: 
 
Term 1 will start with an 
extended project in tutor groups 
and during this term students will 
be set based on their primary 
school data and teacher’s 
assessments. 
 
 

Math’s Mastery Programme: 
 
Mastery in Maths means taking 
the time to go deeper into 
student’s understanding. 
Students develop their 
mathematical fluency and 
thorough understanding without 
resorting to rote learning and are 
able to solve non-routine maths 
problems. This means that all 
students are really confident.  
 
 

Assessment: 
 
There are fortnightly feedback 
sessions in lessons and there will 
be regular small topic tests during 
each term. 
 
At the end of each long term 
there will be test for the whole 
year group which will check your 
son’s progress throughout the 
year. 
 
 

Contact: 
 
Mrs Zoe Gothard 
Head of Mathematics 
Zgothard@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk 
 

ASSESSMENT AND 
PROGRESSION 
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