
 

 

William Manning BA (Hons) 

 
 
1st January 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
Happy New Year!  
 
I hope that you and your families have enjoyed a restful and healthy Christmas holiday at the end of 
a very difficult year. Whilst the roll out of vaccines creates much-needed optimism for the new year, 
the rise in transmissions, tightening of restrictions and advent of a new strain of the virus have 
created a huge amount of media speculation about how and when schools would re-open in the 
new term.  
 
Following the Secretary of State for Education’s address to Parliament on Wednesday afternoon we 
now have clarity on this. With so much happening presently, I thought that a summary before the 
weekend would be helpful.  
 
When should my child return to school? 
 
Monday 4th January  
School closed for staff INSET Day – No remote learning provision.  
 
Tuesday 5th – Friday 8th January  
Full-time, on-site provision for children of Critical Workers and vulnerable students with remote 
learning now in place for all other students in Years 7 – 13. 
 

• Vulnerable children (please click here for definition) 

• Children of Critical Workers (click here for definition) 
 
Please click here to register your son if he is in Years 7-11 and should be in school between 5th and 
8th  January based on the definitions above. These students will be supervised in a computer room, 
accessing exactly the same remote lessons provided by their teachers for their classes.  
 
During this first week of term, all other students should stay at home.  
 
We will be providing remote education for those students and they will access this via Satchel:One 
and Microsoft Teams. Students should be prepared to follow their usual school day, including 
Registration Time online.  
 
More information on the specific detail of this provision will follow on Monday 4th January. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=bTdgoopD6UC_KVK4096qKEXkEBJU-zpMn4SsfWvdW8dUMUdFT1hENTFYMDJRWERSU0ZXSUxNNFVXRy4u
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Monday 11th January – Friday 15th January 
Full-time, on-site provision for all students in Year 11 and Year 13, children of Critical Workers, and 
vulnerable students.  
 
Continuation of remote learning at home for all other students in Years 7 to 10 and in Year 12. 
 
Monday 18th January onwards 
All students in Years 7 – 13 in school full-time for on-site provision. 
 
In-school provision  
 
Critical Worker and Vulnerable Student Hub  
For those eligible for the Hub provision in school, a separate letter will be sent on Monday 4th 
January from Mrs Tottman confirming arrangements and outlining expectations.  
 
Transport 
Buses will run as usual from Tuesday 5th January, although there will be only one bus running for 
each route next week as a small number of students will be in school. It is extremely important that 
students wear face coverings on buses and socially distance from one another - there will be 
sufficient space for this to happen over the next fortnight. 
 
Catering  
Hot and cold food will be available for students based in school; please ensure that your child’s 
ParentPay account is topped up as we cannot accept cash, and that students in the Sixth Form have 
access to a contactless bank card to purchase food in the Study Café.  
 
Loan of devices  
Students who we know need to borrow a laptop or internet dongle to work from at home over the 
next week or fortnight will be contacted before the weekend and we will ensure that devices are 
available for them to collect from school on the afternoon of Monday 4th January.  
 
Please contact Mr Irwin (girwin@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk) for support in this regard for Students in 
Years 7 - 11 and Mrs Burke (hburke@didcotsixthform.co.uk) for the Sixth Form.  
 
Remote learning 
Ms Hopkins will share a summary on Monday 4th January of what to expect in terms of remote 
learning for Years 7 – 11. We will continue to make lessons available on Satchel:One (né Show My 
Homework), which will include audio-visual recordings from staff who will also be available online 
to field queries through either email or the chat function on Satchel:One.  
 
Given the relatively low numbers of positive Covid cases before Christmas, we have not yet as a 
school established routine live remote teaching through Microsoft Teams. We will aim to develop 
this facet of our Remote Learning Policy with Year 11 classes over the coming week.  
 
Registration activities starting at 8.45am will continue, with pre-recorded tutor reading sessions 
three times per week and a live Zoom meet for Form Tutors to check in with their tutor group first 

mailto:girwin@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:hburke@didcotsixthform.co.uk
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thing. The first virtual assemblies on Tuesday morning for all main school students will focus on the 
logistics and expectations of remote learning in terms of logging into Satchel:One, the school 
network, school email, accessing files and resources and of course, signpost what to do and whom 
to contact should students encounter difficulties in doing so.  
 
Mr Cross will write to students in the sixth form on Monday 4th January with more detailed 
information about the arrangements for remote learning. Sixth form students should expect to 
follow their normal timetable, including tutor time, with all lessons beginning ‘live’ at their 
scheduled time on Microsoft Teams. Attendance at these lessons is expected and teachers will 
register students, as would be the case in school.    
 
Music lessons 
Instrumental and vocal teaching will continue virtually where possible and music teachers will be in 
touch with timetables. Classroom teachers are aware that students may be attending these lessons 
virtually. 
 
Mass testing in schools 
You will have heard about the government’s wish to introduce large scale and frequent testing of 
staff and students in secondary schools. We are positive about the potential for the mass testing of 
students and staff in schools, as a way of reducing the spread of the virus and enabling fewer 
students and staff to have to self-isolate. However, setting up this programme is an incredibly 
complex operation. Please rest assured, we will only look to introduce large scale lateral flow 
testing at our school when we are sure it can be administered efficiently and safely. We will write to 
you again next week with further information. In the meantime, we will continue to implement the 
range of safety measures we have been using in the autumn term to make school as safe as possible 
for everyone. 
 
COVID updates  
Should your child receive a positive test for COVID-19, please inform school through the 
covidqueries@st-birnus.oxon.sch.uk email address. This inbox is checked daily and will enable us to 
carry out contact tracing for both staff and students. 
 
Mental health and wellbeing 
The wellbeing of all our young people continues to be extremely important to us. If you require any 
support for your child from the school please email sbsstudentsupport@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk. For 
students in the sixth form, please contact your son/daughter’s Head of Year in the first instance.  
 
Finally 
Thank you, as ever, for your support, encouragement and patience through what continues to be a 
very difficult period. We are committed to delivering the best provision for your child’s learning 
whether this be in school or remotely; we are acutely aware that our young people only get one 
chance at their education.  
 
  

mailto:covidqueries@st-birnus.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:sbsstudentsupport@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk
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I wish you and your family all the very best for 2021 and a year which one hopes will bring better 
times for us all. 
 
Best wishes,  

 
 
 

Mr W Manning  
Headteacher  


