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5th January 2020  
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
Following the government announcement last night, you will be aware that schools have now been 
asked to move to online learning for the vast majority of students. Children of Critical Workers and 
those who are vulnerable continue to be able to attend school and we have welcomed a number of boys 
onto the site today.  
 
Students have engaged well with remote provision on Day 1, with live lessons being streamed initially to 
Year 11 with excellent student attendance. As ever, do ask your son to remain patient with the 
inevitable technical glitches, as schools and students nationally rely on Satchel:One and Microsoft Teams 
as the mainstay of their remote provision. Be reassured that staff are working hard behind the scenes to 
support and resolve any issues. Ms Hopkins will request your feedback at the end of this first remote 
week, so do let us know what needs attention and of course what I hope has gone well.  
 
Year 11 and Year 13  
 
The Prime Minister also announced yesterday evening that GCSE and A-level exams will not take place 
this summer “in the normal way” and this has been further confirmed today. The nature of how 
students will be assessed to be awarded their grades and qualifications this year is as yet unclear. What 
is clear, however, is that diligence and hard work will be recognised and that the cohorts must continue 
to engage with their lessons with ambition, purpose and determination. Mr Irwin and Mr Cross spoke to 
the cohorts this morning to offer an update, some reassurance and good advice on the best way 
forward. There will of course, from this point forwards, be ongoing assessments, the outcomes of which 
will be crucial to our understanding of student progress and any potential centre assessed grades or 
judgements, so ongoing commitment and consistency will be key.   
 
Student wellbeing 
 
Having experienced remote working and a stay at home order last March, we are acutely aware that this 
is not an easy time for families and young people. Please do contact your son’s Head of Year if you have 
any concerns at all or message sbsstudentsupport@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk. Tutors will continue to 
connect with students on Zoom and all of our usual pastoral support systems will remain in place.  
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Finally, I thank you for your support of your boys whilst they learn at home, ensuring they have a good 
routine and are getting up daily and logging into Satchel:One for each lesson. The rhythm and structure  
will really benefit them both academically and in terms of their emotional and mental health.  
 
Those in receipt of Free School Meals will shortly receive further information regarding this provision.  
 
We all look forward to brighter times ahead but rest assured that we will be working very hard to deliver 
the best remote learning provision that we can and please do not hesitate to get in touch if we can be of 
any further support.  
 
Thank you and best wishes,  

 
 
 

Mr W Manning  
Headteacher  


