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18th December 2020  
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
The last 15 weeks since we started back in September have been uplifting and inspiring but certainly not without 
considerable challenge. Before we close off this term and the calendar year, I wanted to take a moment to reflect 
and update you on the term ahead.  
 
Breaking news  
The Department for Education announced yesterday its plan to stagger the return of students to school which, in 
their view, would allow us to plan for mass COVID-19 testing in schools. We are positive about the potential for 
the mass testing of pupils and staff as a way of reducing the spread of the virus and enabling fewer pupils and 
staff to have to self-isolate. You can read more about how the government expects this programme to work here. 
However, further clarity, guidance and resources will be required from the government before this is logistically 
viable with such short notice in the first week of Term 3.  
 
Otherwise, in accordance with government guidance, please be aware that: 
 
Term 3 Week 1  
Monday 4th January 2021 remains an INSET day for SBS staff  
 
Tuesday 5th to Friday 8th January 2021 
Year 11 and Year 13 students to return to timetabled lessons on site  
Years 7 to 10 will remain at home and continue their learning remotely through Satchel:One  
Year 12 will remain at home and continue their learning remotely through Microsoft Teams  
 
Provision will be made on site to supervise the children of Critical Workers and Vulnerable students supported by 
a social worker, those Looked After or with an Education Health Care Plan (EHCP) – students will work individually 
online and follow the remote learning set on Satchel:One .  
 
Should your son be eligible (defined here) and should you wish to take advantage of this provision, please 
complete the following link here and school will be in touch on Monday 4th January 2021 to confirm 
arrangements.  
 
Remote Learning  
Years 7 to 10 will access quality online lessons with recorded audio and video narrative, mapped out according to 
their daily timetable on Satchel:One. Faculty staff will be available during those timetabled periods online to field 
questions and reply to emails from students. We will stick to the successful remote learning policy that we 
deployed in Term 6, firstly, due to the very short notice of this directed change and, secondly, due to the small 
number of COVID cases since September, whole school “live” online teaching has neither been appropriate nor 
viable. We will evolve this skill and capacity should the period of remote learning be extended beyond the four 
days of Term 3 Week 1. Staff will however be encouraged to experiment with live teaching connections and have 
already done so in classrooms when required to self-isolate.  
 
 
 

https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2020/12/15/mass-testing-in-schools-your-questions-answered/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=bTdgoopD6UC_KVK4096qKEXkEBJU-zpMn4SsfWvdW8dUMUdFT1hENTFYMDJRWERSU0ZXSUxNNFVXRy4u


 

Year 7 will receive an online induction as to how to access their remote learning on Tuesday 5th January in their 
registration period as this will be their first experience of remote learning here at SBS.  
 
Year 12 will receive live input through Microsoft Teams following normal teaching timetables. 
 
School is aware of some students who will need support with IT to access their remote learning for the first week 
of Term 3, whether that be a loan of a laptop or dongle, to support internet access. Arrangements for parents to 
pick up devices from school on Monday 4th January will be communicated before the 2nd January.  
 
Term 3 Week 2  
Monday 11th January 2021 - All students to attend timetabled lessons on site.  
  
COVID updates  
Should your child receive a positive test for COVID-19, please inform school through the covidqueries@st-
birnus.oxon.sch.uk email address. This inbox will be checked daily between 9am and 11am until Tuesday 22nd 
December to support contact tracing for staff and students. Thereafter, please consult the NHS guidance here.  
 
Mental health and wellbeing 
Irrespective of the holiday period, your son's health and wellbeing continues to be extremely important to us. If 
you require any support from the school please email sbsstudentsupport@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk. If you are 
worried about your son's mental health over the break, do contact your GP for advice or the Child and Adolescent 
Mental Health Service (CAMHS) Single Point of Access on 01865 902515.  
 
Staff farewell and welcome  
We say a huge thank you and farewell to Mrs Clare Ward who has taught Science and led the Personal 
Development curriculum as she and her family make the move to the south west coast to a home in Plymouth 
and a school in Saltash. In her place, we welcome Mrs Deborah Keoghan who will teach PD and lead the Personal 
Development Department and Mrs Jan Alden, as a part-time teacher of Science.  
 
Finally 
Looking back at the start of this academic year, the latent worry and logistical considerations to integrate staff 
and students safely post-lockdown were considerable. The school community however has overcome all manner 
of challenges and accommodated constraints brilliantly. The momentum of learning has continued apace and the 
culture and climate here at SBS have blossomed and thrived. Yesterday, on the very last day of term, the 
atmosphere on site was cheerful, buoyant but hugely purposeful which speaks volumes about what we have 
achieved over this time. That said, given the experience of some schools, SBS has been incredibly fortunate in 
terms of the low frequency and impact of confirmed COVID cases and we have been able to sustain an intensity 
and routine on site remarkably well.  
 
It only remains for me to thank you all for your support, encouragement and forbearance through this incredibly 
difficult period. We are committed to delivering the best provision for your son’s learning and school experience 
and are acutely aware that our young people only get one chance at their education. I would also like to add, 
though, that your patience and empathy with the considerable challenge and pressure for schools presently is 
greatly appreciated.  
 
I wish you and your family a very restful and safe Christmas break and a Happy New Year.  
 
Best wishes,  

 
 
 
 

Mr W Manning  
Headteacher  

mailto:covidqueries@st-birnus.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:covidqueries@st-birnus.oxon.sch.uk
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
mailto:sbsstudentsupport@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk

