
 

 
William Manning BA (Hons) 

 

Monday 23rd March 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
After what has been an unprecedented week, I hope you have had time over the weekend, 
with your families to begin to process the changes that face us as a society over the coming 
weeks and months. 
 
I have been hugely impressed with the way that our students have managed what was a 
very difficult week at school. In particular, students in Year 11 and Year 13, whilst 
understandably disappointed not to be taking their examinations this summer, made the 
most of their time together and were, without exception, supportive and kind. 
 
Our teachers are prepared to move into remote teaching mode from tomorrow. We 
appreciate this could feel overwhelming, so we have tried to break down the work we are 
setting on a weekly basis. We have provided guidance about how work should be structured 
across the week along with a minimum expectation of how much time this should take. The 
guidance also includes advice on taking breaks, regular exercise, and using social media to 
stay connected with family and friends. We have provided additional enrichment work for 
those students that choose to do more than the minimum expectation. Please refer to the 
Parents page on the SBS website:   
 

http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/2691/home-learning-during-school-closure 
 
 
Our plans for Year 11 and Year 13 have been updated since the news that there will be no 
GCSE or A level examinations this summer. Specific guidance is attached with this letter for 
those parents of Year 11 and Year 13 students. We are waiting to find out more about 
exactly how grades will be awarded. We know this will be through teacher assessment, 
which will then be subject to external moderation. We have been told that students will 
receive their results before the end of July. As soon as more specific information becomes 
available then this will be shared with you. 
 
Please do remember that whilst teachers will be working from home, their ability to do this 
may be affected by their own caring responsibilities, their health and that of their family. 
Please do contact your son’s teacher via their school email address should you have any 
queries. You will receive a response within 48 hours. Some teachers will be attending school 
to help supervise the RET Hub provision which has been made available for children of 
critical workers. This will affect their ability to respond straight away to parental contact. 
 
We will publish weekly messages each Friday on the school website to share news of school 
and any new information we receive regarding plans for the weeks to come. Please do 
check here for regular updates. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/2691/home-learning-during-school-closure


 

Finally, it is clear that the weeks ahead are critical to check the spread of the coronavirus 
and its impact on the population. Whilst young people seem to be more resilient to the virus, 
they are not immune. Moreover, they could transmit the virus to another person whilst being 
asymptomatic themselves. For these reasons, please do talk to your sons and ensure they 
adhere to the government guidance on social distancing from their friends and other people 
for the time being. 
 
As ever, we are hugely grateful for your support and we are confident that, working together 
and supporting one another, we can continue to provide a meaningful learning experience 
for your sons. 
 
 
With all best wishes 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Mr W Manning                                    Mrs R Warwick 
 
Headteacher                                   Executive Headteacher 
 
St Birinus School                               Ridgeway Education Trust 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  


