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20th April 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
First and foremost, I very much hope that you and your families are keeping safe and well and have 
enjoyed a break over Easter, in so far we all can, within these challenging circumstances.  
 
I would like to thank you all for your encouragement, support and gratitude for the efforts of school 
staff to successfully establish a virtual learning community so quickly during this unprecedented 
school closure. I would also like to thank you for all your feedback which has helped us try and strike 
the right balance in keeping your sons engaged and busy in their home learning whilst not feeling 
overwhelmed or confused in the process. The detail held on Show My Homework tells us that the 
boys are engaging exceptionally well – logging in on a daily basis for their three lessons and 
completing them with precision, care and pride. Your encouragement and chivvying at home is 
hugely appreciated.  
 
Whilst the doors to St Birinus remain closed, it is very clear that the school community is alive and 
strong. Necessity and innate creativity have meant that staff, I sense, have enjoyed the challenge of 
communicating and teaching in a different way. As stringent government measures continue, 
families stay connected on online conferencing apps - so too do SBS teachers and leadership teams 
in their efforts to refine home learning and, as far as possible, support the school calendar remotely.  
 
Looking forward to Term 5, we only have absolute certainty of the implications of “lockdown” for 
both ourselves and schools for the next three weeks. That said, discussion revolves around the 
impact and benefits of schools being closed, as well as suggestion that we are relatively high on the 
list for institutions that should return to ‘normal’ as soon as possible. This, of course, is pure 
speculation and, as such, we believe the only prudent and sensible course of action is to prepare 
ourselves to continue to operate remotely and assume school closure will last at least until the end 
of this short five-week term, whilst ensuring that our approach to learning and supporting students 
could continue beyond that if indeed necessary.  
 
To that end, Faculty and Senior leaders will meet over the coming week to review the way forward in 
terms of Remote Teaching and Home Learning. Some subjects will feel that a continued focus on 
consolidating previously taught areas of the curriculum is the best approach, whilst others will want 
to deliver new subject content. A mixed economy and organic development will naturally evolve 
over time. Feedback from you and students thus far points towards some clear preferences in how 
remote learning works best for them. Carefully annotated PowerPoints will allow the boys to work 
effectively and confidently at their own pace, so do expect to see more of this. 
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In addition to the work set on Show My Homework, we have also now published some more general 
resources offering stretch, challenge and enrichment opportunities which can be found here on our 
website here. I would also like to draw your attention to the main home learning section on our 
website here which has lots of information and, crucially, some important advice and resources to 
support you and your sons in terms of continued mental and physical well-being.  
 
We know the current time is challenging for all of us, parents included, so it is important we are 
mindful of supporting each other with more than just school work. To that end, here is a letter to 
you from our Educational Psychologist, Bryony Landsbert, which is full of practical advice that I do 
hope you find useful.  
 
We are working hard in school to look at the upcoming calendar of events and work out which can 
be completed remotely, which need to be postponed and which will, unavoidably, have to be 
cancelled. Where we can reasonably delay decisions or postpone indefinitely we will. However, 
there are, of course, some events which need a decision at this juncture now. One such event is Year 
10 Work Experience which, sadly, we have made the decision to cancel. Not only do we not know 
whether business/workplaces will be willing or able to take students for placements and it is 
logistically impossible to complete the necessary administration remotely but also at this important 
juncture, Year 10 are to my mind best back in the classroom reunited with their subject teachers. I 
understand that this will be disappointing to many in the cohort, but I hope you agree this is the only 
realistic decision in the circumstance.   
 
I will endeavour to update you with all eventuality but do stay close to community news on the 
Twitter feed, the School News platform on the website and of course Friday’s edition of The Saint.  
 
I wish you, your son and your family a safe and healthy virtual term ahead  
 
Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

 
Mr W Manning 
Headteacher 

 
 
 

https://stbirinusschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Challenge-and-Enrichment-Term-5-Week-1.pdf?t=1587316805
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/2691/home-learning-during-school-closure
https://stbirinusschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Teamwork-success-and-home-learning-final-Term-5-2020.pdf?t=1587392468

