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22nd May 2020  
 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
As we approach half term, I am writing first and foremost to express my sincere gratitude 
for your support, encouragement and, notably, your patience over this last five school 
weeks during what continues to be such a challenging time. More so than ever, we, as a 
school community, have fallen back on our values. As circumstances remain so uncertain 
and complex, I sense that we will need to return to our touchstones of Care, Courtesy and 
Commitment over weeks and months to come.  
All families, both parents and staff, will be managing a variety of difficult circumstances at 
home. Notwithstanding daily media updates around COVID-19 virus, juggling care for 
children and other dependants, wrestling with home schooling and trying to carve out the 
time to balance work commitments all add up to a very unsettling day to day. More than 
anything, I hope that you and your loved ones are well and if there is any support that we 
may be able to offer, please do not hesitate to get in touch.   
 
This particular week, I had intended to share a proposed plan and risk assessment to 
gradually and carefully open up school to a limited number of students – specifically those 
facing exams next summer in Years 10 and 12. We had mooted a provisional date to re-open 
all three RET schools (SBS, DGS and Sutton Courtenay Church of England Primary School) 
incrementally to children from Monday 8th June, contingent on the latest scientific evidence 
and government guidance. I had also intended to audit staff to survey their availability to 
work in school and from home, and to ask you whether your Year 10 or Year 12 is healthy 
and confident to consider attending a proposed phased return.  
 
However, given the media coverage this week of a government scientific adviser saying that 
there should be a test, track and trace programme well in place before schools re-open, we 
have decided to press pause.  
 

As a school, and as a Trust, we fully understand our responsibilities for the health and 
welfare of our students and staff. We will only start to bring more students and staff back 
into school when we feel it is safe and reasonable to do so. We will continue to listen to the 
advice from the Government and the leading scientists and agree a provisional date when 
we feel that this advice is both consistent and compelling. With the support of our 
Governors and Trustees and a thorough risk assessment process, using specified guidance 
and checklists, we will ensure that we bring back small numbers of children into the schools 
in a controlled manner, minimising risk for all as far as possible. Ahead of this, we are 
looking at re-designing specific areas of the school to support high standards of hygiene and 
social distancing as much as possible. We are planning for small groups of students who will 
remain in the same teaching space, within these re-designed areas – groups who will not 
interact with other small groups, to minimise social interaction as far as possible.  
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As of 1st June, SBS will open its own Hub provision for children of key workers and 
vulnerable students. These boys will also be based in small groups that will not mix with 
other groups. At the start of Term 6, we will separate into DGS and SBS-based Hubs to cater 
for the increasing numbers of key workers’ children and vulnerable students who need to 
access this provision. 
 
Of course, I am acutely aware that there are large numbers of boys in many year groups 
who we will probably not see until September, but the plain fact is that we are unable to 
accommodate larger numbers of students on site without impacting on the safety and 
welfare of students and staff.  
 

For boys in the lower school, in Years 7, 8 and 9, who are almost certain not to return to the 
site before September, our earnest commitment remains to refine and develop Remote 
Teaching. We aim to deliver engaging and effective Home Learning and develop audio and 
visual narrative to accompany PowerPoint to capture focus and support clarity of 
explanation and progress. Consistent feedback is a clear priority for teaching staff as well as 
ensuring our remote pastoral provision continues to evolve and nurture connectedness, 
reassurance and optimism for those boys whose academic year has been so prematurely 
and sadly curtailed.  
 
I will leave Mr Cross in his message, also on the website, to update you on the 6th Form and 
focus on our Year 10 cohort.  
 
Here at SBS, we plan to welcome back small groups (five to eight students) in Year 10. The 
groups will be based in different areas of the school with bespoke teaching, toilet and 
outside areas, effectively creating different ‘bubbles’ across the site. These ‘bubbles’ will not 
interact with one another. The time in school will be used to support students with their 
home learning tasks where their teachers of English, Maths and Science will be able to 
spend some time face to face reviewing what has been learned remotely and pre-teaching 
challenging elements of topics to be covered in coming weeks. The caveat here is that 
debate continues to rage about the nature, timing and viability of a return for students and 
prescriptive government guidance for secondary schools is not yet forthcoming – the stark 
reality is that all this is subject to change.  
 
Cleaning, reorganising of the school site and carrying out the checks on all the systems that 
support health and safety for students and staff are also taking place. This will take time and 
for that reason we will be closing the Hub provision over half term. We want to prepare 
thoroughly for any additional students and staff returning to the school and this is best done 
when school is empty.  
 
I really hope that the information about our planning for a gradual re-opening to limited 
numbers of students next term provides you with some reassurance, albeit I must reiterate 
that we have no definite timescale in place for this. Amidst all this uncertainty and as the 
ultimate question rests with the health and safety of our school community, a measured 
approach is essential. Whilst the national debate continues about how best, and when, to 
re-open our schools, please be assured that the health and wellbeing of all your children 
and their teachers is at the forefront of our thinking.  
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In the meantime, we will continue to plan so that we are able to welcome more students 
back next term, as and when government and scientific advice make it clear it is safe to do 
so. I know that we will all continue to be kind to each other in such unprecedented and 
challenging circumstances and, once again, I must thank you for your ongoing support and 
empathy.  
 
I will contact you again after the half term holiday with a further update, but until then, I 
wish you and your families a restful and healthy half term break.  
 
With very best wishes  

 
 
 
 

Mr W Manning  
Headteacher  

 


