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Year 8 Option Process 2022 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Dear families, 

Thank you for your support of your sons through this upcoming Options process. The key to ensuring that each 

young person is supported through this process is to be very open with our communication. To this end I am 

grateful for the questions that have been provided about the options process up to this point. Uniquely, this 

year the only questions have been very specific to individual circumstances. Mr Reynolds and I have been in 

direct contact with families who raised these specific questions. Therefore, I have taken the liberty of sharing 

here the FAQs raised by last year’s process. Should you have further questions please do contact your son’s 

Form Tutor or Mr Robinson-Slater in the first instance and we can ensure that we respond as soon as possible. 

Yours faithfully, 

Mr Irwin 

Deputy Headteacher 

 

1. When will we receive confirmation of the pathway our son is on? 

The aim is for this information to be available for parents by the final week of this half term. This 

would mean it would be published alongside the Options Booklet to enable you and your son to have 

a more detailed conversation at home regarding the subjects he may wish to explore at the upcoming 

Option events.  

 

2. What are the chances of my son not getting his preferred choices? 

We make every effort to ensure that students study the course they opt for, but we are constrained 

by constructing a timetable, staffing and group sizes. This is why we ask that you also make reserve 

choices. Any student who is not allocated their top four choices or their reserve choices will be seen 

by a member of senior staff to discuss alternatives. It is worth noting, however, that such incidences 

are very rare. 

 

3. How do you plan to resolve clashes between subjects or deal with over-subscribed subjects? 

The only sensible way to deal with situations like this is through dialogue. If either of these situations 

were to arise I would be in touch with the affected families to arrange an opportunity to discuss the 

best way forward. It is this potential volume of dialogue that means I am often not in a position to 

offer ‘final confirmation’ of the Key Stage 4 Options for each student until quite near the summer. 

When this is ready for all students, a letter will be sent home, which identifies the subjects that your 

son will be studying.  

 

4. If my son chooses his options and then finds that one of his choices is not working for him, what 

chances are there of switching an option? 

We recognise that in some small number of cases this may indeed happen, potentially more so for 

boys in this cohort, given the disrupted nature of their experience over the last 12 months. In these 

cases, there is a small window of opportunity at the start of Year 9 for a change to be made, assuming 

that the existing restrictions of timetabling and class sizes allow it. The key here is to ensure that we 

can support as many boys as possible to make the ‘correct’ choices for them from the outset. 
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5. Are all subjects of equal academic rigour? 

Qfqual & the JCQ are the national regulators of qualifications. These bodies are both explicit that all 

Level 2 qualifications (such as GCSEs, B-TECs & V-CERTs) must meet a particular value in order to meet 

the accreditation threshold. All the qualifications that we offer meet this requirement and are 

nationally recognised as being of equal ‘value’.  

 

6. Are there subjects my son should aim to study/avoid if he is particularly High or Low Prior 

Attaining? In short, no. Our most able students are guided towards subjects which will support future 

post-16 and post-18 study by encouraging language and humanities. Otherwise, we would strongly 

urge the boys to select subjects that peak their interest and that they feel they will enjoy, whilst 

ensuring they retain their entitlement to a broad and balanced curriculum. 

  

7. If a subject begins in Year 9 and, for whatever reason, numbers fall, will the subject continue to 

run? 

We are committed to running subjects once they are under-way. It would be disingenuous to 

categorically state that this would not happen, but if we were concerned about a group’s size then we 

would be in touch with families immediately. As ever, the key is to ensure we support the boys 

appropriately to ensure they select the right choices for them at the first time of asking so such 

situations do not arise. 

  

8. Is there a way to find out more about the Ebacc and the research by the Russell Group universities? 

The English Baccalaureate (EBacc) is the name given to the grouping of subjects that are deemed by 

Higher Education providers to be the ones most beneficial for a strong academic core to a young 

person’s studies. A student is said to qualify for the EBacc (although there is no formal qualification to 

be gained) when they study; English, Maths, Science, a Modern Foreign Language (either French or 

Spanish in our case) and either Geography or History. Please see either DfE_EBacc_Leaflet.pdf 

(publishing.service.gov.uk) for more information or Pick a route | Informed Choices 

 

9. Is the DofE Award offered at the school, if so when will hear more about this? 

The school has a terrific and very popular DofE programme, led by Ms Neal. As this is an enrichment 

opportunity, it is not included within the Options package. Ms Neal (hneal@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk) 

will be in touch later in the year so that students can express interest. However, we will be waiting on 

further guidance upon the relaxation of the various Covid-restrictions in place before we look to 

launch this opportunity with your sons.  

 

10. Is a language not compulsory for Open route students? 

In short, no. Whilst we ask Open route students to select from; Spanish, French, History or 

Geography, we understand that some may want to go for a humanity over a language. At that point 

breadth of option choices becomes crucial so having opportunity to select History/Geography and 3 

other subjects is beneficial. 

 

11. What support for future academic progression is there, particularly with apprenticeships? 

As a school we are proud of the support networks we are building for our students surrounding 

different career opportunities. Miss Nutley, our Careers Lead, oversees a wide range of opportunities 

for the boys in each year group on an annual basis to ensure they have access to information and 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/761031/DfE_EBacc_Leaflet.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/761031/DfE_EBacc_Leaflet.pdf
https://www.informedchoices.ac.uk/
mailto:hneal@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk
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opportunities to engage with a range of future progression routes, including apprenticeships. If you 

have particular questions about apprenticeship support, please do contact Miss Nutley directly, via 

snutley@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk . 

 

12. Taster sessions – how many can students try, how do they sign up and are they representative of 

the ‘real’ experience? 

For the sessions to be truly meaningful in helping the boys to decide what subjects to opt for, we 

need to ensure that the experience of the taster lessons mirrors the experience that the boys will 

have on the full course. Staff are mindful that this is the case and we will be working with Heads of 

Faculty to ensure that this is happening. Students will sign up via their Form Tutors for the sessions 

they are interested in and registers/sessions will be organised accordingly. There is no minimum or 

maximum number of potential tasters that can be signed up for, but we recommend students only 

sign up for those that they are genuinely interested in. further details about how we operate these 

opportunities will be shared in March when we have a better understanding from the Government 

about the return to in-person schooling for students in Year 8. 

 

13. Does Ethics & Morality count as a Humanity? 

When the reformed GCSEs were introduced a few years ago Ethics & Morality was no longer counted 

as a Humanity subject, our decision to offer Ethics as an Option and not as part of the compulsory 

Humanities offer is therefore reflective of this. 

 

14. Can students take Dance and Drama? 

Absolutely! Please be aware, however that Dance will run as an additional, twilight (after-school) 

Option and will be based at Didcot Girls’ School. 
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