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Year 9 next year 
 
At the end of Year 8 you will be finishing your Key Stage 3 programme in school and you will be 
ready to start your Key Stage 4 Curriculum. You will be studying for a range of qualifications (GCSEs 
and/or NCFE V-Certificates) across Years 9, 10 and 11.  
 
GCSE is the main national qualification at Key Stage 4. It stands for General Certificate of Secondary 
Education.  
  
NCFE V-Certificates are also national qualifications. They are vocational courses where learning is 
applied to the related work sector. Whilst there is a greater focus on practical work and coursework, 
rather than examinations, they are recognised as being just as rigorous and demanding as traditional 
GCSEs in its own right.   
 
Universities and Employers look for:  
 
- breadth of study at Key Stage 4 (it is not until A Level and University that students should start 

to ‘specialise’ in particular subject disciplines). As our students choose their option subjects 
early in their school career, it is important that they keep breadth and balance in their 
curriculum as long as possible before they specialise. Our expectation is, therefore, that our 
students will choose one humanities subject (either History or Geography), one practical subject 
and, ideally, a modern foreign language. 
 

- quality not quantity of results (it is much better to do really well in 8 or 9 subjects than to do 
more qualifications and get less good results) 

 
National changes to GCSE, BTEC and NCFE qualifications 
You will probably be aware that there has been much change to the qualification specifications 
(course content and assessment criteria) in recent years. The introduction of new ‘reformed’ 
qualifications has been staggered over recent years but have now been completed. As such, 
students entering Year 9 in September 2021 will follow new specifications in all qualifications.  
 
 
 

 
 

What is The English Baccalaureate?  
This was introduced by the Government in 2011 as a standard that students can aim for in their KS4 
studies. To achieve the English Baccalaureate (the EBacc) students must complete and obtain a ‘good 
pass’ (a grade 5) in the following subjects:  

• Maths 

• English Language  

• two Sciences  

• a language e.g. Mandarin, Spanish or French. 

• either Geography or History  
 

We aim for the majority of our students to be successful in the EBacc subjects, as we know that they 
will open doors to a wide range of careers and the best universities. We therefore encourage all 
students likely to achieve a grade 5 in a language to choose at least one of French, Spanish or 
Mandarin, in addition to either History or Geography. 
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For Students: 
 
The Core Subjects: What does everyone do?  

All students are taught a core range of subjects which are either statutory or that we feel are vital to 
a rounded education.  

So, everyone studies:  

o English Language 
o English Literature  
o Mathematics  
o Science (either double award or the separate sciences)  
o Personal Development (PD) 
o Physical Education (PE) 

 
What can you choose? 

You will also be able to choose four subjects that you will study for the next three years. These are 
called “options”. Depending on progress in Year 9, some students will take Triple Science in addition 
to their four option subjects during their Science lessons – this will be confirmed by the Science 
faculty. 
 
We strongly recommend you study a ‘broad and balanced’ group of subjects rather than specialising 
at GCSE – this will provide more opportunities post KS4. To support this, we will be guiding students 
into one of our two ‘routes’ – the Ebacc route and the Open route. Details of these routes will have 
been set out in assemblies and via tutors. 
 
Option subjects 
 
Option subjects are taught for 2 hours per week. The following subjects opening to being chosen for 
study 2021-24: 
 
(Please note that if too few students opt to take a particular subject then it is very unlikely that we 
will be able to offer it) 

*twilight (after-hours) subject which can be selected in addition to a student’s main choices. 

We make every effort to ensure that students study the course they opt for, but we are constrained 

by constructing a timetable, staffing and group sizes. This is why we ask that you also make reserve 

choices. Any student who is not allocated their top four choices or their reserve choices will be seen 

by a member of senior staff to discuss alternatives.  

 

 

Art & Design Engineering History Psychology 

Business Studies Food Preparation & Nutrition Film Studies Religious Studies 

Computer Science French Music Spanish 
21st Century Design Geography Photography Dance* 

Drama Graphics Physical Education   
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General advice 
 
Most of you will not know yet what you want to do later in life. This is completely fine. You are 
young and you have lots of time to make those decisions. 
 
Our advice is to choose those subjects for study in Years 9, 10 and 11 in which you feel you could be 
successful and will enjoy studying. These two things should definitely be priorities when considering 
your choices. Your parents, tutor and Head of Year will be able to support you in making good 
decisions. 
 
Some of you may have some specific ideas of what you might like to do later in life. Make sure you 
let your parents, tutor, Head of Year and your teachers know as they will be able to give you some 
pointers and help you choose appropriate subjects. 
 

Process: 
 
Week commencing Tuesday 9th February 
Year 8 Options Assembly and distribution of options pack. 
 
Wednesday 10th February to Thursday 25th March 
During this time there will be opportunities for students to discuss choices with Subject Teachers, 
Subject Leaders, Tutors, and Head of Year. Parents are welcome to contact their son’s Head of Year 
to discuss option choices during this period. 
 
Friday 12th February 
Confirmation of which route – Ebacc or Open, we advise for each student will be sent home to 
support the consideration of different combination of Option subjects over the half-term break. 
 
As you will appreciate, with the ongoing Covid-19 Pandemic we will need to look to alter how we 
operate some of our traditional Options support events. Below is a list of the events that are being 
lined up to support you in choosing your options. Whilst many of these can proceed with only minor 
adjustments, others will require greater change to ensure they are covid-safe. 
 
Options Event – Wednesday 24th February. This is an opportunity for parents and students to hear 
directly from the subject leaders of each option subject. This year, for the first time, this event will 
be held remotely and will follow the model used successfully by Didcot Sixth Form back in November 
to support Year 11 student select their A-Level choices. Exact details will be shared with students 
and families in due course ahead of the half-term break.  
 
Year 8 Tutor meetings - Tuesday 2nd & Thursday 4th March 
This is an opportunity, should you wish to take it, to book an individual meeting with your son’s tutor and key 
support staff (Inclusion team) to discuss the options package your son is considering and explore routes 
forward. These meetings will take place remotely, most likely using the existing Parent Evening booking system 
– details of these events will be circulated after the half term break  
 
Friday 5th March 
Options choice form distributed to students. This will most likely be sent via email to families, 
however we are exploring the possibilities of using an entirely web-based system for the recording 
of options choices. 
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Monday 15th March – Friday 19th March 
Opportunities for students to sign up to ‘taste’ option subjects. These sessions will require students 
to sign up in advance and, assuming Year 8 are continuing to work from home at that time, will take 
place via especially set-up Teams classes. If Year 8 have returned to full-time teaching at school by 
Monday 15th March then we will extend this window over two weeks and have groups of students 
out of their timetabled lessons for these taster experiences. 
 
 
Friday 26th March 
The last day to hand in the option choices form – this will either be by return of a scanned options 
form or by completion of the online Options system. 
 
All student option choice forms will be reviewed by a senior member of staff to check that there is a 
good ‘breadth and balance’ of subject choices which support aspiration for future pathways. There 
will be opportunities for further discussion, as appropriate, after 26th March. 
 

 
 
 

Making your choices: 
 
You will need to choose six option subjects, in order of preference, to study in Key Stage 4 (Years 9, 
10 and 11). We ask for a 5th & 6th option choices as reserves in case we are unable to offer all four of 
your preferred subject choices.  
 
You will need to complete your options form carefully having discussed this with your parents, 
teachers and, finally, your tutor or Head of Year.  

 
Careers Advice and Subject Option Choices  

We recommend families make use of the previously circulated information around the E-clips 
(www.eclips-online.co.uk) and Unifrog (www.unifrog.org) websites which offer a huge range of 
impartial advice and careers guidance.  
 
Another useful website is ‘CASCAID’ (www.cascaid.co.uk) which can be accessed at home. Two parts 
of CASCAID, ‘Launchpad’ and ‘Careerscape’ have some excellent information on KS4 subject option 
choices and on the careers that their option choices could lead onto 
 
 
Contact details: 
 

Mr Robinson-Slater - Head of Year 8 grobinson-slater@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk  

Mrs Foster – SENCO  ffoster@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk  

Mrs Chenery – Deputy Inclusion Co-ordinator  rchenery@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk  

Ms Jones – Deputy Inclusion Co-ordinator ejones@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk  

Mr Irwin, Deputy Headteacher girwin@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk  

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.eclips-online.co.uk/
http://www.unifrog.org/
http://www.cascaid.co.uk/
mailto:grobinson-slater@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:ffoster@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:rchenery@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:ejones@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:girwin@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk
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Subject information 
 
The following pages are short summaries of the subjects you can choose for study in Years 9, 10 
and 11 (and the teacher you should contact for further information). You should choose five subjects 
(in order of preference) from the following list. There will be more detailed subject guidance 
available via your subject teachers throughout the Options process.
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GCSE English Language 
 

The course will enable students of all abilities to develop the skills they 
need to read, understand and analyse a wide range of different texts 
covering the 19th, 20th and 21st century time periods as well as to 
write clearly, coherently and accurately using a range of vocabulary and 
sentence structures. 

Course outline 
The course is divided into three key sections that address different 
skills: reading, writing and spoken language. This course will develop 
students to: 

• read a wide range of texts fluently and with good 
understanding  

• read critically, and use knowledge gained from wider reading 
to inform and improve their own writing  

• write effectively and coherently using Standard English 
appropriately  

• use grammar correctly, punctuate and spell accurately  

• acquire and apply a wide vocabulary, alongside a knowledge 
and understanding of grammatical terminology, and linguistic 
conventions for reading, writing and spoken language. 

 
 
Paper 1 – Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing (50% of the 
GCSE) 

• Section A – Reading: one literature fiction text 

• Section B – Writing: descriptive or narrative writing 
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 
 
Paper 2 – Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives (50% of the GCSE) 

• Section A – Reading: one non-fiction and one literary non-
fiction text 

• Section B – Writing: writing to present a viewpoint 
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 
 
Non-Examination Assessment (separate endorsement) 

• presenting 

• responding to questions and feedback 

• use of Standard English 

  

Examination Board:    

AQA 
 

 
Grading system: 

9-1 (9 is highest) 

 
Assessment: 

Two final examinations 
One non-examined assessment 

 

Paper 1 (1 hour 45 minutes): 
Explorations in Creative Reading 

and Writing 
 

Paper 2 (1 hour 45 minutes): 

Writers’ Viewpoints and 
Perspectives 

 
Exam questions are a mix of 

multiple-choice, short and long 
answers. 

 

Non-examined assessment: 
Separate endorsement 

 
 

Progression to Post-16: 

A Level English Literature, A Level 
English Language and Literature. 

 
Future career links: 

Journalism 
Librarian 

Public Relations 

Publishing 
Teaching 

 
 

Contact: 

Head of English 
Miss Hannah Rabey 

hrabey@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk 
 

Second in English 

Mr Samuel Elliott 

selliott@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk 

ASSESSMENT AND 
PROGRESSION 
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GCSE English Literature 
Course outline 
 
This course will develop students to: 

• read a wide range of classic and modern literature fluently and 
with good understanding, and make connections across their 
reading  

• read in depth, critically and evaluatively, so that they are able to 
discuss and explain their understanding and ideas  

• develop the habit of reading widely and often  
• appreciate the depth and power of the English literary heritage  
• write accurately, effectively and analytically about their reading, 

using Standard English  
• acquire and use a wide vocabulary, including the grammatical 

terminology and other literary and linguistic terms they need to 
criticise and analyse what they read.  

 
Paper 1: Shakespeare and Post-1914 Literature 

Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes - (50% of the GCSE) 

• Section A – Shakespeare: a two-part question focusing on 
Macbeth, with the first task focused on an extract of 
approximately 30 lines. The second task is focused on how a 
theme reflected in the extract is explored elsewhere in the play. 

• Section B – Post-1914 British play or novel: one essay question 
focused on Blood Brothers. 

• Closed book (texts are not allowed in the examination). 

 

Paper 2: The 19th-century Novel and Poetry since 1789 

Written exam: 2 hours 15 minutes - (50% of the GCSE) 

• Section A – 19th-century novel: a two part question focused on 
Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, with the first part focussed on an extract 
of approximately 400 words. The second part is an essay question 
exploring the whole text. 

• Section B – Part 1: one question comparing a named poem from 
the Pearson Belonging Poetry Anthology collection to another 
poem from that collection. The named poem will be shown in the 
question paper. Part 2: one question comparing two unseen 
contemporary poems. 

• Closed book (texts are not allowed in the examination). 

 
  

Examination Board:    

Edexcel 

 
Grading system: 

9-1 (9 is highest) 
 

Assessment: 
Two final examinations 

 

Paper 1 (1hr 45 minutes) 
Shakespeare and Post-1914 

Literature.  
 

Paper 2 (2hrs 15 minutes) 

The 19th-century Novel and Poetry 
since 1789 

 
Exam questions are in an essay-

style format. 
 

 

Progression to Post-16: 
A Level English Literature 

A Level English Language and 
Literature 

A Level Drama 

 
 

Future career links: 
Journalism 

Law 
Librarian 

Public Relations 

Publishing 
Teaching 

 
 

Contact: 

 
Head of English 

Miss Hannah Rabey 
hrabey@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk 

 

Second in English 
Mr Samuel Elliott 

selliott@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk 

ASSESSMENT AND 
PROGRESSION 
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GCSE Mathematics 
 
At the end of the year your son will be finishing his Key Stage 3 studies in 
Mathematics and commence a three year Mathematics  programme of study 
at Key Stage 4.  

Programme of study 
The course of study that your son will follow will be informed by the 
following areas: 

• Key Stage 2 attainment and Target grade 

• End of Key stage 3 assessment score 

• Teacher’s professional opinion 

There are two tiers of study, these are as follows: 

• Foundation  

• Higher 

Below are summaries of the two different tiers: 

Foundation Programme of Study 
 
The foundation mathematics exam is graded from 1 – 5 and the marks will be 
allocated as follows: 

50% of the marks 50% 

1 2 Lower 3 Upper 3 4 5 

Approximately equivalent to: 

G/F E D- D+ C C / B 

 
The weighting of marks per topic will be allocated as follows: 

Topic Weighting 

Number 25% 

Algebra 20% 

Ratio, proportion and rates of change 25% 

Geometry and measure 15% 

Statistics and Probability 15% 

 
Each topic has a series of assessment objectives to test a student’s understanding of the topic and each objective 
carries different weighting, these are as follows: 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Objective Description Weighting 

AO1 AO1 is about using and applying standard techniques 50% 

AO2 AO2 has a different focus. It’s about reasoning, interpreting and communicating 
mathematically 

25% 

AO3 AO3 is about solving problems with a much greater focus on solving non-routine 
problems in mathematical and nonmathematical contexts. 

25% 

Examination Board:    

EDEXCEL 

 

Grading system: 

1-9 (9 is highest) 

 

Assessment: 

 

100% Exam 

3 Examination Papers 

 

Paper 1 – Non Calculator 80 

Marks 

 

Paper 2 – Calculator 80 Marks 

 

Paper 3 – Calculator 80 Marks 

 

 

Progression to Post-16: 

A-Level Mathematics. 

 

 

Contact: 

ASSESSMENT AND 
PROGRESSION 
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Higher Programme of Study 
 
The Higher mathematics exam is graded from 4 – 9 and the marks will be allocated like this: 
 

50% of the marks 50% 

4 5 6 7 8 9 

Approximately equivalent to: 

C C/B B A A/A* A/A* 

 
The weighting of marks per topic will be allocated like this: 
 

Topic Weighting 

Number 15% 

Algebra 30% 

Ratio, proportion and rates of change 20% 

Geometry and measure 20% 

Statistics and Probability 15% 

 
Each topic has a series of assessment objectives to test a student’s understanding of the topic and each objective 
carries different weighting, these are as follows: 
 

Objective Description Weighting 

AO1 AO1 is about using and applying standard techniques 40% 

AO2 AO2 has a different focus. It’s about reasoning, interpreting and communicating 
mathematically 

30% 

AO3 AO3 is about solving problems with a much greater focus on solving non-routine 
problems in mathematical and nonmathematical contexts. 

30% 

 
Progress  
Whichever programme of study your son is on, his progress will be tracked from start to finish to ensure he is 
making expected, or above expected rates of progress. Where this is not the case, intervention of some form will 
be carried out, this may be an invitation to attend booster sessions. 
 
Tracking  
There will be three formal assessments each year of the course to inform us of the progress your son is making, 
these will be graded. In addition to this, your son can expect end of topic tests and in some circumstances a pre-
topic assessment. 
 
Support  
It is important to us that your son feels supported in his studies throughout his time at St Birinus. To assist him 
with his studies he will have the following available to him: 

• Edexcel revision guides and workbooks (available at a discounted cost) 

• Hegarty Maths (with how to videos and interactive questions) 
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GCSE Science  
 
Science at St. Birinus 
  
Science GCSEs are highly regarded due to their requirement for the use of 
many transferable skills. It is an exciting time to be studying science, with 
many exciting and innovative developments happening in the World, 
from the discovery of new medical treatments to green energy and 
driverless cars!   
  
At St. Birinus there are two courses available for students; Combined 
Science and Triple Science.  
  
The department put on regular drop-in clinics and intervention 
sessions both at lunchtime and after school. There are also a variety 
useful interactive programs which can support independent learning.  
  
Educake: The school subscribe to Educake. Educake is an online platform 
that allows students to take quizzes in content relevant to the 
specification we are studying. Educake will often be used for homework 
in KS4 Science. Students are also encouraged to use the platform 
independently to support their revision.   
 
Seneca: Seneca is an online resource that enables students to revise 
specific content and complete interactive quizzes. All resources are 
tailored to the AQA specification. It is an excellent support for 
independent study and revision.  

   
Course options  
There are two routes for GCSE Science students at St. Birinus School. The 
majority of students will study Combined Science. This course comprises 
two GCSEs, with the assessments covering aspects of Biology, Chemistry 
and Physics.  
  
Every St. Birinus student will study the same content during Year 9 as the 
initial content on both courses is very similar. A decision about whether 
students are suitable to study Triple Science in Years 10 and 11 will be 
made at the end of Year 9. The decision is based on the evidence of a 
strong academic profile. If selected for Triple Science, students complete 
assessments in Biology, Chemistry and Physics and receive a GCSE grade 
for each subject.  
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GCSE Science  
Course outline   
Both routes provide students with the opportunity to study an even spread of Biology, Chemistry and Physics topics. 
The courses include many opportunities to learn practically and an overview of the course content can be seen 
below.   

 
Course content  

Biology  
1. Cell biology  
2. Organisation  
3. Infection and response  
4. Bioenergetics  
5. Homeostasis and response  
6. Inheritance, variation and evolution  
7. Ecology  

Physics  
1. Energy  
2. Electricity  
3. Particle model of matter  
4. Atomic structure  
5. Forces  
6. Waves  
7. Magnetism and electromagnetism  
8. Space physics (triple science only)  

Chemistry  
1. Atomic structure and the periodic table  
2. Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter  
3. Quantitative chemistry  
4. Chemical changes  
5. Energy changes  
6. The rate and extent of chemical change  
7. Organic chemistry  
8. Chemical analysis  
9. Chemistry of the atmosphere  
10. Using resources  

 

  
 

Course assessment 

Each course has a foundation and higher tier and decisions regarding tier entry will be finalised when students 
enter year 11. All assessments contain a mixture of multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open 
response questions.  
 

 Higher tier Foundation tier 

No. papers 6 6 

Question level standard & high low & standard 

Grade outcome 4 to 9 1 to 5 

A-level progression Yes No 

 
For GCSE Combined Science, all assessments are 1 hour 15 minutes. For GCSE Biology, Chemistry and Physics all 
assessments are 1 hour 45 minutes.  
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GCSE 21st Century Design  
 

21st Century Design offers a unique opportunity in the curriculum for 
learners to identify and solve real problems by designing and making 
products or systems.  Through studying GCSE Design and Technology, 
learners will be prepared to participate confidently and successfully in an 
increasingly technological world; and be aware of, and learn from, wider 
influences on design and technology, including historical, social/cultural, 
environ mental and economic factors. 

Course outline 
Technical principles - 50% Examination  

Core knowledge and understanding is presented in five clear and distinct 
topic areas: 
• Design and technology and our world 
• Smart materials 
• Electronic systems and programmable components 
• Mechanical components and devices 
• Materials 
 
Learners are required to study all of the content in these five areas, to ensure 
they have a broad knowledge and understanding of design and technology 
and that they are able to make effective choices in relation to which 
materials, components and systems to utilise within design and make 
activities. 
 
Design and making principles – 50% Coursework 
Core knowledge and understanding that the learners are required to develop 
and apply is presented in ten clear areas:  
 

• Understanding design and technology practice 

• Understanding user needs 

• Writing a design brief and specification  

• Investigating Challenges 

• Developing ideas 

• Investigating the work of others 

• Using Design strategies 

• Communicating ideas 

• Developing a prototype 

• Making decisions  
Students will have the opportunity to design and build the following; 
jewellery box, speaker, pad lock, night light, paper weigh, fabric toy 

  

Examination Board:    

WJEC 

 
Grading system: 

1-9 (9 is highest) 
 

Assessment:  
50% Coursework 

50% Examination  

 
 

Progression to Post-16: 
A-Level Product Design. 

 

Future career links: 
Product Designer  

Carpenter 
Joiner 

Furniture Maker 
 

Contact: 

 
Mr Hudson, Head of Art, 

Design and Technology - 
rhudson@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk 

 

Miss Cottrell, Teacher of 21st 
Century Design –  

rcottrell@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk 

ASSESSMENT AND 
PROGRESSION 
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GCSE Art & Design (Fine Art) 
 
This is an established course which is highly successful where 100% students 
achieved A*-C in 2017. Many students have since gone on to study Art and 
Didcot 6th Form College.  

Course outline 
During the GCSE Art course the students will have the opportunity to work 
with a variety of techniques and media including painting and drawing, 3D 
work and digital media. Many of these skills will be attained through various 
workshops that they will undertake throughout Y9. They will then use the 
skills attained in future units of work. 
 
They will complete three units of work over the remaining two years which 
will culminate in a portfolio of work. The units may include focus on ‘The 
Moving Figure’ ‘Food and Drink’ and ‘The Natural World’. This portfolio of 
work will equate to 60% of their GCSE. 
 
The students will also have the opportunity to attend educational visits to 
museums and art galleries as well as taking part in visiting artist workshops.  
 
During Year 11 students will undertake their Art exam. This will take place 
over four months and culminate in two days off timetable to complete their 
finished piece in exam conditions. Exam questions are decided by the exam 
board and the students will have the opportunity to choose from a list of 
seven. Examples of questions could be ‘Landscape’ or ‘Light and Dark’. This 
exam unit is worth 40% of the GCSE. 
 

    
  

Examination Board:    

AQA 

 

Grading system: 

1-9 (9 is highest) 

 

Assessment: 

A portfolio of work consisting 

of three separate units of 

work (60%). 

 

Exam based unit set by AQA 

produced over four months of 

Y11 (40%). 

 

 

Progression to Post-16: 

A-Level Art and Design. 

 

Future career links: 

Illustration 

Artist 

Graphic Design 

Print maker 

Architect 

 

Contact: 

Mr Hudson 

rhudson@st-

birinus.oxon.sch.uk 

Miss Gooch 

cgooch@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk 

ASSESSMENT AND 
PROGRESSION 
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GCSE Business 
 
This course will allow students to: 

• Know and understand business concepts, business terminology, business 
objectives, the integrated nature of business activity and the impact of 
business on individuals and wider society. 

• Apply knowledge and understanding to contemporary business issues and 
to different types and sizes of businesses in local, national and global 
contexts. 

●  Develop as enterprising individuals with the ability to think commercially 
and creatively to demonstrate business acumen, and draw on evidence to 
make informed business decisions and solve business problems. 

Course outline 
The course is divided into 2 key sections, each of which is examined in at the 
end of Year 11. 
Unit 1 – Investigating small business (50% GCSE) 
Unit 1 concentrates on the key business concepts, issues and skills involved in 
starting and running a small business. It provides a framework for students to 
explore core concepts through the lens of an entrepreneur setting up a 
business. 
Content overview: 
● Topic 1.1 Enterprise and entrepreneurship. 
● Topic 1.2 Spotting a business opportunity. 
● Topic 1.3 Putting a business idea into practice. 
● Topic 1.4 Making the business effective. 
● Topic 1.5 Understanding external influences on business. 
 
Unit 2 – Building a Business (50% of the GCSE) 
Unit 2 examines how a business develops beyond the start-up phase. It 
focuses on the key business concepts, issues and decisions used to grow a 
business, with emphasis on aspects of marketing, operations, finance and 
human resources. Theme 2 also considers the impact of the wider world on 
the decisions a business makes as it grows. 
Content Overview: 

•  Topic 2.1 Growing the business. 
● Topic 2.2 Making marketing decisions. 
● Topic 2.3 Making operational decisions. 
● Topic 2.4 Making financial decisions. 
● Topic 2.5 Making human resource decisions. 
 
 

  

Examination Board:    

EDEXCEL 

 
Grading system: 

1-9 (9 is highest) 
 

Assessment: 
2 final examinations 

 

Paper 1- Investigating a Small 
Business. 1hr 30 minutes 

 
Paper 2 – Building a Business. 

1hr 30 minutes 

 
 

Exam questions are a mix of 
calculations, multiple-choice, 

short and long answers. 
 

Progression to Post-16: 

A-Level Business/Economics. 
 

 
Future career links: 

Management 

Sales 
Human Resources 

Marketing 
Finance 

 
Contact: 

Mr Tomline 

atomline@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk 

 

ASSESSMENT AND 
PROGRESSION 
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GCSE Computer Science 
 
Computer Science is considered as one of the Sciences. This GCSE is aimed at 
students who are proficient in Maths, as there is a lot of logical and 
Mathematical content which requires students to work independently to solve 
problems. Within the Computer Science GCSE, you will be expected to develop 
coded solutions within Python so having a passion for debugging code is 
essential. 
 
The Computer Science course will, above all else, be relevant to the modern and 
changing world of computer science. Computer Science is a practical subject 
where learners can apply the knowledge and skills learned in the classroom to 
real-world problems. The Computer Science GCSE will value computational 
thinking, helping learners to develop the skills to solve problems and design 
systems that do so.  

 
These skills will be the best preparation for those who want to go on to study 
Computer Science at A Level and beyond. The qualification will also provide a 
good grounding for other subject areas that require computational thinking and 
analytical skills. Students that are considering Computer Science should be 
looking at getting a grade 6 in Maths and English. 

Course outline 
 

The specification is split into two components:  

 
Component 01 – Computer Systems  

Introduces students to the central processing unit (CPU), computer memory 
and storage, data representation, wired and wireless networks, network 
topologies, system security and system software. It also looks at ethical, legal, 
cultural and environmental concerns associated with computer science. 
 
Component 02 – Computational Thinking, Algorithms and Programming  

Students apply knowledge and understanding gained in component 01. They 
develop skills and understanding in computational thinking: algorithms, 
programming techniques, producing robust programs, computational logic and 
translators. 
 
Practical programming 
Students are to be given the opportunity to undertake a programming task(s) 
during their course of study which allows them to develop their skills to design, 
write, test and refine programs using a high-level programming language. 
Students will be assessed on these skills during the written examinations, in 
particular component 02 (section B). 

  

Examination Board:    

OCR 
 

Grading system: 
1-9 (9 is highest) 

 
Assessment: 

2 final examinations 

 
Paper 1 – Computer Systems 

1hr 30 minutes 
 

Paper 2 – Computational 

thinking, algorithms and 
programming 

 
Exam questions are a mix of 

multiple-choice, short and long 
answers as well as writing 

algorithms. 

 
Progression to Post-16: 

A-Level Computer Science 
 

Future career links: 

System analyst 
Network Engineering 

Business Analyst 
Other Engineering disciplines 

 
 

Contact: 

Mr A Roush or Mr N Rees 
 

aroush@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk 
 
nrees@didcotgirls.oxon.sch.uk  

ASSESSMENT AND 
PROGRESSION 

mailto:aroush@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:nrees@didcotgirls.oxon.sch.uk
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GCSE Dance  
 
The Dance course will, above all else, allow you to have the opportunity to 
perform, choreograph, express and work with others. Dance is a practical 
subject where learners can apply the knowledge and skills learned in the 
classroom and take them into any walk of life.  

The skills explored within this subject will be the best preparation for those 
who want to go on to study Dance at A Level and beyond. 
 
The qualification will also provide a good grounding for other important life 
skills such as confidence, communication, group skills, leadership, problem 
solving, perseverance and a sense of self discipline.  

Course outline 
 

The new specification is split into two components:  

 
Component 01: Performance and Choreography (60%) 

This is a practical exam. The performance element consists of two solo 
performances set by the exam board and taught by the teacher where 
technique is assessed in a final exam. There is also a duet performance where 
the students demonstrate and are assessed on their expressive skills.  
 
The final practical exam is choreography. The exam board set questions in 
the form of different stimulus options in the September of year 11 and they 
mark the students’ response to the question.  
 
Component 02: Dance Appreciation (40%) 

Students apply knowledge and understanding gained in component 01 but in 
a theoretical way. There are three sections to this written exam, the first 
being hypothetical choreography, the second being a range of questions 
about the skills they demonstrated in their own practical exam. For the third 
section, the students’ study 6 professional dance works and will answer a 
range of questions based around the choreographer’s choices for those 
works.  
 
Additional Information 
This GCSE runs over at DGS in the dance studio every Friday from 2.30pm 
until 4.30pm. This is a timetabled lesson and the expectation of attendance is 
the same as the main school. The students on the course will perform in the 
annual joint dance show every November, this is not optional but a part of 
the course.  

  

Examination Board:    

AQA 

 
Grading system: 

1-9 (9 is highest) 
 

Assessment: 
4 final practical examinations 

1 written exam  

 
Practical: 2 solo’s, 1 duet and 

choreography  
 

Written: 1½ hour exam 

 
Exam questions are a mix of 

multiple-choice, short and long 
answers 

 
Progression to Post-16: 

A-Level Dance  

 
Future career links: 

Dance Teaching 
Health & Fitness 

Project Development  

Arts Administration  
Dance Movement Therapy 

Choreography  
Dance Management  

  
 

Contact: 

Mrs. S Hook  
 

shook@didcotgirls.oxon.sch.uk  
 

 

ASSESSMENT AND 
PROGRESSION 

mailto:gbooth@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk
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GCSE Drama 
 
Drama is an exciting and challenging GCSE and is ideally suited to students 
who have a passion for acting and the theatre. The course will involve 
students creating a variety of practical drama performances, completing 
essays, visiting live theatre performances and responding to questions in a 
written exam.  
 
The course requires dedication and students will at times be required to give 
up their own time both at lunch and after schools to rehearse. Drama is 
viewed positively by sixth form colleges and universities as it address the key 
skills of confidence, team work and public speaking.  

Course outline 
The course is divided into 3 key sections, each of which is examined in at the 
end of Year 11. 
 
Unit 1 – Devising Theatre (40% of the GCSE) 
Learners will research and explore a stimulus, work collaboratively and 

create their own devised drama and written portfolio. 
 
Unit 2 – Performing from a Text (20% of the GCSE) 
Learners develop and apply theatrical skills in acting by presenting a 
showcase of two extracts from one performance text. 
 
Unit 3 – Interpreting Theatre (40% of the GCSE) 
Learners will explore practically a performance text to demonstrate their 
knowledge and understanding of drama. There is also an expectation that 
learners will analyse and evaluate a live theatre performance. 
This unit is assessed via a formal, written examination for 1 hour and 30 
minutes. 

 
 
  

Examination Board:    

WJEC Eduqas 

 
Grading system: 

1-9 (9 is highest) 
 

Assessment: 
3 final examinations 

 

Component 1– Devising Theatre- 
Practical Exam based on the 

creation of an original piece of 
drama. This will be accompanied 

by a written portfolio, which will 

carry equal weighting to the 
performance. 

 
Component 2 – Performing from 

a Text- Practical Exam based on 
performing a play text. 

 

Component 3- Interpreting 
Theatre- Written exam paper. 

 
Exam questions are essay style 

responses. 

 
Progression to Post-16: 

A-Level Drama- BTEC 
Performing Arts. 

 
Future career links: 

Acting 

Musical Theatre 
PR 

Sales and Marketing 
Teaching 

 

Contact: 
Mrs M Tottman- Drama & Dance   

mtottman@st-

birinus.oxon.sch.uk 

ASSESSMENT AND 
PROGRESSION 
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GCSE Film Studies 
 

Film is an important part of many people's lives. Those who choose to study it 
characteristically bring with them a huge enthusiasm and excitement for film. 
They experience a powerful medium which inspires a range of responses from 
the emotional to the reflective as they are drawn into characters, their 
narratives and the issues films raise. The root of that power is the immersive 
audio-visual experience film offers – one which can exploit striking 
cinematography, composition and locations as well as powerful music and 
sound. It is not surprising that many consider film to be the major art form of 
the last hundred years and that many feel it important to study a medium 
which has such a significant influence on the way people think and feel. 

Course outline 
The course is divided into 3 key components, each of which is examined at 
the end of Year 11, although the NEA is completed during year 10 and 11. 
Component 1: Key Developments in US Film (35% of the GCSE) 
Section A: US film comparative study 
Questions on film from the Silent Era, 1930-1961 and from 1961 to the 
present 
Section B: Key developments in film and film technology 
Question on developments in film and film technology 
Section C: US independent film  
Question on one US independent film. 
 
Component 2: Global Film: Narrative, Representation and Film Style (35% of 
the GCSE) 
Section A: Question on one global English language film 
Section B: Question on one global non-English language film 
Section C: Question on one contemporary UK film. 
 
Component 3: Production– Non-examination Assessment (30% of the GCSE) 
This component assesses the ability to apply knowledge and understanding 
of film to a production and its accompanying evaluative analysis. Learners 
produce: 

• one genre-based film extract (either from a film or from a screenplay)  

• one evaluative analysis of the production, where learners analyse and 
evaluate their production in relation to comparable, professionally-
produced films or screenplays. 
 

  

Examination Board:    

Eduqas 

 
Grading system: 

1-9 (9 is highest) 
 

Assessment: 
2 final examinations 

Non-exam assessment: creating 

a film extract or screenplay 
 

Paper 1 – Key Developments in 
US Film  

 

Paper 2 – Global Film 
1hr 30 minutes 

 
NEA – Extract from film or 

screen play of a genre-based 
film 

 

Exam questions are a mix of 
multiple-choice, short and long 

answers. 
 

Progression to Post-16: 

A-Level Film or Media Studies. 
 

Future career links: 
TV or Film production  

Journalism 
Marketing 

 

Contact: 
Ms Edmond 

ledmond@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk 

 

ASSESSMENT AND 

PROGRESSION 
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GCSE Food Preparation & 
Nutrition 
Course outline 
The Eduqas GCSE in Food Preparation and Nutrition course equips learners 
with the knowledge, understanding and skills required to cook and apply the 
principles of food science, nutrition and healthy eating. 
 
Component 1: Principles of Food Preparation and Nutrition 
This comprises of a written examination (1 hour and 45 minutes) which 
amounts to 50% of the qualification. This component consists of two sections, 
both containing compulsory questions and will assess the full range of 
specified GCSE content. 
Section A: Comprises of questions based on specific theme. 
Section B: Includes a range of question types to assess the course content 
related to food preparation and nutrition. 
 
Component 2: Food preparation and Nutrition in Action.  
Assessment 1: Comprises of a task based on a Food Science Investigation 
(1,500 to 2000 word plus graphs, charts and photographs) worth 30 marks, 
15% of the total marks. This task is covered in an 8 hour Controlled 
Assessment. 
Assessment 2: Comprises of a Food preparation task: to prepare cook and 
present a menu, on a designated theme (No more than 30 pages of A4 content, 
including all charts, graphs and photographs). This is worth 70 marks, which is 
35% of the qualification. This task is covered in a 12 hour controlled 
assessment. It includes a 3 hour practical where students will be expected to 
cook three dishes and accompaniments for their menu. 
 
The Specification 
The specification in “GCSE Food preparation and Nutrition” enables learners 
to make connections between theory and practice so that they are able to 
apply their understanding of food science and nutrition to practical cooking.  
 
This content relates to the study of both food and drinks. 
 
It encourages learners to cook, enables them to make informed decisions 
about food and nutrition and allows them to acquire knowledge in order to be 
able to feed themselves and others affordably and nutritiously, now and later 
in life.  
 
     
  

Examination Board:    

Eduqas 

 
Grading system: 

1-9 (9 is highest) 
 

Assessment: 
Component 1: 

A written examination at the  

end of Year 11 (50%) 
Component 2: 

Assessment 1: A Food science 
based investigation (15%) 

Assessment 2: A designated 

themed cookery assessment 
involving both primary and 

secondary research. (35%) 
 

 
Progression to Post-16: 

Post-16 college courses in Food. 

 
Future career links: 

Hospitality and Catering at 
Oxford College 

Apprentice in the Catering 

industry 
Home Economics 

Nutritionist  
 

 
Contact: 

Ms Kumagai 

skumagai@st-
birinus.oxon.sch.uk 

 

ASSESSMENT AND 
PROGRESSION 
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GCSE French 
 
According to the British Chamber of Commerce applied foreign language 
skills are on a par with literacy, numeracy and ICT skills in terms of 
desirability. Studying a modern foreign language will give you the opportunity 
to: 

• Learn more about how that language works 

• Gain a greater understanding of the culture of France and Francophone 

countries 

• Develop your key skills of communication, analysis, problem solving and 

empathy 

• Add an international dimension to your choice of GCSEs, something 

which higher education institutes and employers look on favourably 

Course outline 
The course is divided into the 4 key skills of listening, speaking, reading and 
writing, each of which is worth 25% of the final grade and is examined in at 
the end of Year 11.  
 
You will build on themes and language, grammar and skills that you have 
started in Key Stage 3 as well as learning new topics and grammar. Topics will 
include: 

• Family, friends and relationships 

• Free time and sport 

• Social media and technology 

• Customs and festivals 

• Social Issues 

• The environment 

• Travel and tourism 

• Education, careers and future plans 

• Healthy lifestyles 
 

  
 
  

Examination Board:    
AQA 

 

Grading system: 
1-9 (9 is highest) 

 
Tiers of entry: 

Foundation (grades 1 – 5) 
Higher (grades 4 – 9) 

 

Assessment: 
4 final examinations 

 
Paper 1 – Listening 

Foundation – 35 minutes 

Higher – 45 minutes 
 

Paper 2 – Speaking 
Foundation –7 – 9 minutes 

Higher – 10 - 12 minutes 
 

Paper 3 – Reading 

Foundation – 45 minutes 
Higher – 60 minutes 

 
Paper 4 - Writing 

Foundation – 60 minutes 

Higher – 75 minutes 
 

No reference material is allowed. 
 

Progression to Post-16: 

A-Level French. 
 

 
Contact: 

Ms Ghani Head of MFL 
sghani@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk 

 

ASSESSMENT AND 
PROGRESSION 

"If you talk to a man in a language he understands, 

that goes to his head. If you talk to him in his 

language, that goes to his heart." Nelson Mandela 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjB1oTxuP3YAhXFC-wKHWuJAz8QjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/explore/france-flag/&psig=AOvVaw04y4lFstHfLV2i0CWIQQbQ&ust=1517324626402915
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GCSE Geography 
 
This exciting course is based on a balanced framework of physical and human 
geography. It enables students to investigate the link between the two main 
themes, and approach and examine the battles between the man-made and 
natural world. 

Course outline 
The course is divided into 3 key sections, each of which is examined in at the 
end of Year 11. 
 
Unit 1 – Living with the Physical Environment. (35% of the GCSE) 
This unit explores the influences of and challenges as a result of the Physical 
Environment, we will cover: 

• The Challenge of Natural Hazards – Volcanoes & Earthquakes, 
Tropical Storms, Climate Change and a review of how the weather of 
the UK is becoming more extreme. 

• The Living World – How some the world’s different ecosystems 
(Tropical Rainforests & Hot Deserts) have been created, how plants, 
animals and people have adapted to and use their environments. 

• The Physical Landscape of the UK – how the shape of the UK has 
been created by water – exploring in detail the work of the rivers and 
seas on the landscape.  

 
Unit 2 – The Challenge of the Human Environment (35% of the GCSE) 
This unit explores how humans have created the built world around us, 
exploring the benefits, challenges and issues this has led to, including: 

• Urban issues and challenges – with over half the world living in cities 
and towns we examine the challenges and opportunities this can 
create. 

• The changing economic world – how has industry grown? How do 
countries develop over time? What does the future hold and what 
does this mean for future generations? 

• The challenge of resource management – with over 7 billion people 
on the planet, how do we manage our precious resources? 

 
Unit 3 – Geographical applications (30% of the GCSE) 
This unit includes the requirement to participate in 2 separate field-trips to 
investigate parts of our course – we currently visit Bristol (in Year 9) and 
Swanage (in Year 11). 

 
  

Examination Board:    

AQA 
 

Grading system: 

1-9 (9 is highest) 
 

Assessment: 
3 final examinations 

 
Paper 1 – Living with the 

Physical Environment. 1hr 30 

minutes 
 

Paper 2 – The Challenge of the 
Human Environment. 

1hr 30 minutes 

 
Paper 3 – Geographical 

applications. 
1hr 15 minutes 

 
Exam questions are a mix of 

multiple-choice, short and long 

answers. 
 

Progression to Post-16: 
A-Level Geography. 

 

Future career links: 
Cartography 

Town planning 
Civil Engineering 

Business Analyst 

Energy Management. 

 

Contact: 

Miss Nutley 

snutley@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk 

Ms Loosley 

aloosley@st-

birinus.oxon.sch.uk 

ASSESSMENT AND 

PROGRESSION 
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GCSE Graphics 
 
This is an established course which is highly successful where 89% students 
achieved A*-C in 2017. Many students have since gone on to study Graphics 
and similar subjects and Didcot 6th Form College.  

Course outline 
During the GCSE Graphics course the students will have the opportunity to 
work with a variety of techniques and media including printmaking, paper 
based design skills and digital media through Photoshop. Many of these skills 
will be attained through various workshops that they will undertake 
throughout Y9. They will then use the skills attained in future units of work. 
 
They will complete three units of work over the remaining two years which 
will culminate in a portfolio of work. The units may include focus on ‘Movie 
Poster design’ and ‘Railway Centre merchandise’. This portfolio of work will 
equate to 60% of their GCSE. 
 
The students will also have the opportunity to attend educational visits to 
The Design museum as well as relevant Art galleries. 
 
During Year 11 students will undertake their Graphics exam. This will take 
place over four months and culminate in two days off timetable to complete 
their finished piece in exam conditions. Exam questions are decided by the 
exam board and the students will have the opportunity to choose from a list 
of seven. Examples of questions could be ‘Cooperate ID’ or ‘Menu Design’. 
This exam unit is worth 40% of the GCSE. 
 

    
  

Examination Board:    

AQA 

 
Grading system: 

1-9 (9 is highest) 
 

Assessment: 
A portfolio of work consisting of 

three separate units of work 

(60%). 
 

Exam based unit set by AQA 
produced over four months of 

Y11 (40%). 

 
 

Progression to Post-16: 
A-Level Graphic Design. 

 
Future career links: 

Illustration 

Web/Game Design 
Graphic Design 

Print maker 
Architect 

 

Contact: 
Mr Hudson 

rhudson@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk 
Mrs Cawley 

wcawley@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk 

ASSESSMENT AND 
PROGRESSION 
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GCSE History 
  
This course provides a framework that allows students to explore an 
extensive period of History that involves both the modern and medieval 
world. This provides both a thematic study for the development of Medicine 
but also an appreciation for the events that have shaped the world in which 
we live. 
  
Course outline 

The course is divided into four sections of equal value, each of which is 
examined in at the end of Year 11. 
  
Paper 1: Understanding the modern world. (50% of the GCSE) 
What’s assessed? 
In Section A there is a choice of four period studies, each with a focus on two 
key developments in a country’s history over at least a 50 year period.  

- This will be Germany, 1890–1945: Democracy and dictatorship. 
  
In Section B there is a choice of five wider world depth studies. These focus 
on international conflict and tension. 

- This will be Conflict and Tension: The inter-war years, 1918–1939 
  
How it’s assessed.  

- Written exam. 1 hour 45 minutes. 
- 84 marks (including 4 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
- 50% of GCSE 

  
Paper 2: Shaping the Nation. (50% of the GCSE) 
What’s assessed? 
  
In Section A there is a choice of three thematic studies, which look at key 
developments in Britain over a long period. 

- This will be the Health and the People C1000 to the present. 
  
In Section B there is a choice of four British depth studies incorporating the 
study of a specific historic environment. 

- This will be the Norman England 1066-c1100. 
  
How it’s assessed.  

- 2 Written exams, both 2 hours long. 
- 84 marks per paper (including 4 marks for spelling, punctuation and 

grammar). 
- Both papers are worth 50% of the GCSE 

  

Examination Board:    
AQA 

 
Grading system: 

1-9 (9 is highest) 

 
Assessment: 

2 final examinations 
 

Paper 1 – Understanding the 

modern world. 2 hours long 
 

Paper 2 – Shaping the Nation. 
2 hour long. 

 
Exam questions are a mix of 

Source based questions, short 

and long answers. 
 

Progression to Post-16: 
A-Level History. 

 

Future career links: 
Journalism. 

Law. 
Media. 

Current Affairs. 
 

Contact: 

Mr Gregory 
bgregory@st-

birinus.oxon.sch.uk 
Miss Froud-Davis 

Mfroud-davi@st-

birinus.oxon.sch.uk 

ASSESSMENT AND 
PROGRESSION 
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GCSE Mandarin 
 

GCSE Mandarin is for those students who have previously been a part of the 
Mandarin Excellence Programme. Students will be able to achieve high levels 
of accuracy and fluency in Chinese by using the language for a range of 
purposes while extending their understanding of the language through a 
rigorous application of grammar.  

Course Outline 
GCSE Chinese follows the specification set by the exam board Edexcel for first 
examination in 2019.  
 
Students will study a variety of culturally relevant and engaging topics which will 
focus on the development of speaking, writing, listening and reading skills. They will 
link to the following contexts:  

• Identity and culture  

• Local and international areas of interest  

• Current and future study and employment. 
 
Students are assessed by tiered examinations only, at the end of Year 11. They will 
be entered for the same tier across all skills. 
Each skill (Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing) represents 25% of the final 
overall grade. 
 
The Speaking examination will comprise of 3 components:  
- A role play 
- A short discussion about a picture with five prompts 
- A conversation made up of 1 compulsory topic and 1 topic chosen by the candidate  
Students will have 12 minutes to prepare for the role-play and the picture discussion. 
 
The Writing examination will require students to translate sentences or short 
paragraphs, from English into Chinese, as well as to write any of the following: formal 
and informal letters or emails, short articles or a picture description. 
 
The Listening and Reading examinations will include a range of comprehension 
questions, some with short non-verbal answers and others with short verbal 
answers. In the Reading exam students will also translate sentences or short 
paragraphs, from Chinese into English. 

 
  

Examination Board:    

Edexcel 

 

Grading system: 

1-9 (9 is highest) 

 

Assessment: 

4 final assessments that 

address the key skills of: 

• Speaking 

• Listening 

• Reading 

• Writing 

 

 

Progression to Post-16: 

A-Level Mandarin. 

 

Future career links: 

Interpreter 

Business 

Law 

International Relations 

 

Contact: 

Mrs Wicks – 

lwicks@didcotgirls.oxon.sch.uk 

ASSESSMENT AND 

PROGRESSION 
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GCSE Music 
Music is more than just performing; it is the study of the language of 
sound and how we use sound to influence and affect different situations. 
In Music, we look at how creators of music have used an effect and why 
they have done so, considering the impact on the listener. The study of 
Music includes problem solving, analysis, Psychology, History, Maths, 
performance, creation and creativity, English and, of course, the study of 
the impact of sound which is unique to this subject.  
 
The course is extremely varied and provides students with something 
different in their timetable. We accept students of all levels of prior 
experience, including those who are just getting started on an instrument 
or voice. You only need to perform on one instrument (including singing) 
to be successful in this course. 

Course outline 
 
Component 1 – Performing Coursework (30% of the GCSE) 
You will perform at least four minutes of music of your choice on your 
chosen instrument or voice. These are recorded at some point in Year 11 
and at least one minute has to be you performing as part of a group. 
 
Component 2 – Composing Coursework (30% of the GCSE) 
In Year 11 you will submit two compositions, one based on a brief set by 
the exam board and one on an idea of your own choosing. 
 
Component 3 – Appraising (40% of the GCSE) 
You will study eight pieces of music set by the exam board grouped under 
the headings: 

• Area of Study 1: Instrumental Music 1700 - 1820 

• Area of Study 2: Vocal Music 

• Area of Study 3: Music for Stage and Screen 

• Area of Study 4: Fusions 
 
Whilst all elements of the course are taught in lessons, we recommend 
that students taking GCSE Music have singing or instrumental lessons. In 
some circumstances, we can help with the financial cost of lessons if necessary. Due to the nature of the course, 
we also ask that all students take part in an ensemble musical activity within school. 
 
Music will not only challenge your perception of the music you hear, but it is also a highly enjoyable subject which 
tests a range of skills. If you enjoy playing your instrument or singing, you will enjoy Music and studying it will be 
beneficial. If you would like to know more, please speak to Mr Foxon or Mr Dingley. 
  

Examination Board:   Edexcel 

 
Grading system: 

1-9 (9 is highest) 
 

Assessment: 
1 final examination 

2 coursework components 

 
Component 1 – Performing. 

 
Component 2 – Composing. 

 

Component 3 – Appraising. Written 
examination 1hr 45 minutes 

 
Exam questions are a mix of 

multiple-choice, short and long 
answers. 

 

Progression to Post-16: 
A-Level Music/Music 

Technology/Performing Arts 
 

Future career links: 

There are people with GCSE and A-
level Music in every kind of job you 

can imagine from Doctors and Vets 
to Librarians, Teachers and the 

Military. 
 

Contact: 

Mr Dingley 
sdingley@ridgewayeducation.com  

ASSESSMENT AND 
PROGRESSION 
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GCSE Physical Education 
 
This exciting course is based on a balanced framework of theory and practical 
performance. The majority of lessons are classroom based, with only a small 
proportion of practical lessons. 

Course outline 
The course is divided into 3 key sections. 
 
Paper 1: The human body and movement in physical activity and sport. 
(30% of the GCSE) 

• Applied anatomy and physiology: The musculoskeletal system, the 
cardio-respiratory system, anaerobic and aerobic exercise, the short 
and long term effects of exercise 

• Movement Analysis: Lever systems and the mechanical advantage 
they provide in movement, planes and axes of movement 

• Physical Training: The relationship between health and fitness and 
the role of exercise, the components of fitness, benefits for sport and 
how fitness is measured, the principles of training and their 
application to personal exercise programmes, how to optimise 
training and prevent injury, effective use of warm up and cool down 

• Use of Data 
 
Paper 2: Socio-cultural influences and well-being in physical activity and 
sport (30% of the GCSE) 

• Sport Psychology: Classification of skills, the use of goal setting and 
SMART targets to improve and/or optimise performance, Basic 
information processing, Guidance and feedback on performance, 
Mental preparation for performance. 

• Socio-cultural influences: Engagement patterns of different social 
groups in physical activity and sport, Commercialisation of physical 
activity and sport, Ethical and socio-cultural issues in physical activity 
and sport 

• Health, fitness and well-being: Physical, emotional and social health, 
fitness and well-being, The consequences of a sedentary lifestyle, 
Energy use, diet, nutrition and hydration 

• Use of Data 
 
Non Exam Assessment: Practical Performance (40% of the GCSE) 

• Practical performance in three different physical activities in the role 
of player/performer. These must come from a list predetermined by 
AQA (25 marks each) 

• Analysis and evaluation of performance to bring about improvement 
in one activity.  Written report (25 marks) 

  

Examination Board:    

AQA 
 

Grading system: 

1-9 (9 is highest) 
 

Assessment: 
2 final examinations 

 

Paper 1 – The human body and 
movement in physical activity 

and sport. 1hr 15minutes 
 

Paper 2 – Socio-cultural 
influences and well-being in 

physical activity and sport. 

1hr 15 minutes 
 

Exam questions are a mix of 
multiple-choice, short and long 

answers. 

 
Non Exam Assessment 

Practical Performance and 
Analysis of Performance. 

 
Progression to Post-16: 

A-Level PE. 

 
Future career links: 

PE Teacher 
Sport and Leisure Industry 

Coaching and Sports 

development 
Physiotherapy 

 
Contact: 

Mr Tamblin – Head of PE 

stamblin@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk 

 

ASSESSMENT AND 

PROGRESSION 
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GCSE Photography 
 
This is an established course which is highly successful where 97% students 
achieved A*-C in 2017. Many students have since gone on to study 
Photography at Didcot 6th Form College.  

Course outline 
During the GCSE Photography course the students will have the opportunity 
to work with a variety of techniques and media including digital and chemical 
photography as well as Photoshop skills and how to compose a photograph. 
Many of these skills will be attained through various workshops that they will 
undertake throughout Y9. They will then use the skills attained in future units 
of work. 
 
They will complete three units of work over the remaining two years which 
will culminate in a portfolio of work. The units may include focus on 
‘Portraiture’ and ‘Machines and Technology’. This portfolio of work will 
equate to 60% of their GCSE. 
 
The students will also have the opportunity to attend educational visits to 
The National Portrait gallery as well as other relevant Art galleries. 
 
During Year 11 students will undertake their Photography exam. This will 
take place over four months and culminate in two days off timetable to 
complete their finished piece in exam conditions. Exam questions are 
decided by the exam board and the students will have the opportunity to 
choose from a list of seven. Examples of questions could be ‘Landscape’ or 
‘Movement. This exam unit is worth 40% of the GCSE. 
 

     
  

Examination Board:    

AQA 

 
Grading system: 

1-9 (9 is highest) 
 

Assessment: 
A portfolio of work consisting of 

three separate units of work 

(60%). 
 

Exam based unit set by AQA 
produced over four months of 

Y11 (40%). 

 
 

Progression to Post-16: 
A-Level Photography. 

 
Future career links: 

Sports Photographer 

Cameraman 
Digital editor 

Media 
 

Contact: 

Mr Hudson 
rhudson@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk 

ASSESSMENT AND 
PROGRESSION 
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GCSE Psychology  
 
This course covers a wide range of areas within Psychology. You will develop 
your scientific, mathematical, interpretation and evaluation skills to look 
critically at data, theories and models which attempt to explain human 
behaviour.  

Course outline 
The course is divided into two sections examined at the end of year 11. The 
following are topics covered in each section with a brief outline of the 
content included. 
 

• Criminal Psychology – different types of crime and criminal behavior, 
how crime is measured and the changing nature of punishment 

• Development – the development of brain structures and functions, 
stages of development, Piaget and Dweck’s theories of learning. 

• Psychological Problems – Mental health and the effects on the individual 
and society, focus on schizophrenia and depression.  

• *Research Methods –designing and carrying out different types of 
psychological research. Analysing the results of studies the evaluation of 
research methods used in Psychology. (Please note, this is covered in 
both examination papers within topics and as a stand-alone topic). 

• Social Influence – the factors that influence whether or not a person 
conforms to social norms and is obedient; how minority influence can 
bring about social change.  

• Memory – Stages of information processing, types of forgetting, 
structure of the brain and memory models, techniques for recall.  

• Sleep and Dreaming – The functions and features of sleep, causes of 
sleep disorders, Freudian and The Activation Synthesis theories of 
dreaming, and the development of treatment for sleep disorders.   

• **The Brain and Neuropsychology – the structure and function of 
neurons, synapses and different parts of the brain. (Please note that the 
content of brain and neuropsychology has been embedded within the 
other topics and can be assessed as either part of that topic, or as an 
isolated question within the given section).  

 
For each topic you will examine two core studies.  In addition to this you will 
also study debates within psychology, including ‘reductionism/holism’, 
‘nature/nurture’ and ‘freewill/determinism’ 
Whilst there will be opportunities to conduct your own psychological 
research, the course also includes:  written theory, mathematical 
calculations and interpretations of data collected and biology.  

  

Examination Board:    
OCR 

 
Grading system: 

1-9 (9 is highest) 
 

Assessment: 

2 final examinations 
Paper 1  

Criminal Psychology 
Development 

Psychological Problems 

*Research Methods 
**The Brian and 

Neuropsychology 
 

Paper 2 
Social Influence 

Memory 

Sleep and Dreaming 
*Research methods. 

**The Brian and 
Neuropsychology 

 

Exam questions are a mix of 
multiple-choice, short and long 

answers. 
 

Progression to Post-16: 
A-Level Psychology; A level 

Sociology; A Level Business 

studies 
 

Future career links: 
Law 

Educational psychology 

Teaching 
Clinical Psychology  

Criminology  

Policing  

Business management  
 

Contact: 
Ms. A Pyatt:  

apyatt@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk 
 

ASSESSMENT AND 
PROGRESSION 
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GCSE Religious Studies 
 
This exciting course will challenge students with questions about belief, 
values, meaning, purpose and truth, enabling them to develop their own 
attitudes towards religious issues.  Students will also gain an appreciation of 
how religion, philosophy and ethics form the basis of our culture. They will 
develop analytical and critical thinking skills and the ability to work with 
abstract ideas. These skills will help them prepare for future study. 
 
Students will be challenged with questions such as: 
Is there a God? 
Can God exist if there is so much evil and suffering in the world? 
Why do Muslims pray five times a day? 
Can euthanasia ever be justified? 
Should we use the death penalty for some crimes? 
Should charity begin at home? 
 
The course is split into two components both assessed in Year 11.  
 
Component 1: The study of religions, beliefs, teachings and practices 
Students will learn about the beliefs, teachings and practices from 
Christianity and Islam. 
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 
50% of GCSE 
 
Component 2: Thematic Studies 
Students will study four religious, philosophical and ethical themes. 
Theme A: Relationships and families 
Theme B: Religion and Life 
Theme E: Religion, crime and punishment 
Theme F: Religion, human rights and social justice 
Written Exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 
50% of GCSE 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Examination Board:    

AQA 

 
Grading system: 

1-9 (9 is highest) 
 

Assessment: 
2 final examinations 

 

Paper 1 - The study of religion, 
beliefs, teachings and practices 

1 hour 45 min exam 
50% of GCSE 

 

Paper 2 –Thematic Studies  
1 hour 45 min exam 

50% of GCSE 
 

Exam questions are a mix of 
multiple-choice, short and long 

answers. 

 
Progression to Post-16: 

A-Level Religious Studies or 
Philosophy. Also useful for 

English and Sociology. 

 
Future career links: 

Any career involving working 
with people.  

 
Contact: 

Mrs Hawthorne 

ghawthorne@st-
birinus.oxon.sch.uk 

Mrs Scanlan 
ascanlan@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk 
 

ASSESSMENT AND 
PROGRESSION 

mailto:ghawthorne@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:ghawthorne@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:ascanlan@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http://cliparting.com/free-cross-clipart-3807/&psig=AOvVaw1tm4b2jgocSlNUS0Vsogio&ust=1517924251747824
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https://d2rhekw5qr4gcj.cloudfront.net/img/400sqf/from/uploads/course_photos/7629818000150402142332.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.memrise.com/course/625513/aqa-religious-studies-b-unit-3-key-terms/&docid=QQyyzJTM_RGbHM&tbnid=zecmLQvXYEGBXM:&vet=10ahUKEwiP6rSM8o7ZAhWDJVAKHek4AgsQMwikAig8MDw..i&w=400&h=400&safe=strict&bih=930&biw=1280&q=religious%20studies%20&ved=0ahUKEwiP6rSM8o7ZAhWDJVAKHek4AgsQMwikAig8MDw&iact=mrc&uact=8
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http://iaco.org/aboutiaco/member-faiths/islam/&psig=AOvVaw2rPJeeuu9uiHEUQ8XuH-eY&ust=1517924371150215
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GCSE Spanish 
 
 According to the British Chamber of Commerce applied foreign language 
skills are on a par with literacy, numeracy and ICT skills in terms of 
desirability. Studying a modern foreign language will give you the opportunity 
to: 

• Learn more about how the Spanish language works 

• Gain a greater understanding of both Spanish culture and that of the 

Hispanic speaking world. 

• Develop your key skills of communication, analysis, problem solving and 

empathy 

• Add an international dimension to your choice of GCSEs, something 

which higher education institutes and employers look on favourably 

Course outline 
The course is divided into the 4 key skills of listening, speaking, reading and 
writing, each of which is worth 25% of the final grade and is examined in at 
the end of Year 11.  
 
You will build on themes and language, grammar and skills that you have 
started in Key Stage 3 as well as learning new topics and grammar. Topics will 
include: 
 

• Family, friends and relationships. 

• Free time and sport. 

• Social media and technology. 

• Customs and festivals. 

• Social Issues. 

• The environment. 

• Travel and tourism. 

• Education, careers and future plans. 

• Healthy lifestyles. 
 
 

 
  

 

  

Examination Board:    
AQA 

 

Grading system: 
1-9 (9 is highest) 

 
Tiers of entry: 

Foundation (grades 1 – 5) 
Higher (grades 4 – 9) 

 

Assessment: 
4 final examinations 

 
Paper 1 - Listening 

Foundation:  35 minutes 

Higher:   45 minutes 
 

Paper 2 - Speaking 
Foundation:  7 – 9 minutes 

Higher:   10 – 12 minutes 
 

Paper 3 - Reading 

Foundation:  45 minutes 
Higher:   60 minutes 

 
Paper 4 - Writing 

Foundation:  60 minutes 

Higher:   75 minutes 
 

No reference material is allowed. 
 

Progression to Post-16: 

A-Level Spanish. 
 

 
Contact: 

Ms Ghani Head of MFL 
sghani@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk 

 

ASSESSMENT AND 
PROGRESSION 

"If you talk to a man in a language he understands, 

that goes to his head. If you talk to him in his 

language, that goes to his heart". Nelson Mandela 
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V-Cert Engineering 
 
St Birinus School offers fantastic Design and Technology facilities and as such 
provides a successful Engineering course which can engage and challenge 
learners. In this qualification students will cover topics such as: 
 
• Engineering disciplines 
• The science and mathematics applied in engineering 
• How to read engineering drawings 
• Properties and characteristics of engineering materials and know why        
specific materials are selected for engineering applications 
• Engineering tools, equipment and machines 
• Production planning techniques 
• Processing skills and techniques applied to materials for a manufacturing 
task equipment 

NCFE Level 1/2 Technical Award in 
Engineering 
 
Exam Assessment (40%) 

• A mixture of multiple – choice, short answer and extended response 
questions. 

 
Non Exam Assessment (60%) 

• Learners will research, design, build and test a product responding to 
an externally set brief. 

• The synoptic project will assess the learner’s ability to effectively 
draw together their knowledge, understanding and skills from across 
the whole vocational area. 

 
 
Engineering at St Birinus School has strong links with Industry, including the 
local engineering and science-based companies. Engineers will be invited to 
attend in school workshops and industry based visits. Further to this we hold 
an annual STEM based careers event – inviting local relevant representatives 
from these companies to share their passion and insight in to such careers.  
Students will be able to experience first-hand what careers are available and 
what routes in to engineering there are. 

 

Examination Board:    
NCFE 

 

Grading system: 
Level 1 or 2 

Pass, Merit, Distinction 
 

Assessment: 

1 hour 30 minute written exam 
 

Progression to Post-16: 
A-Level Product Design 

(Engineering) or 
Apprenticeship/Further 

education courses.  

 
 

 
A-Level Product Design at St 

Birinus expands on the 

knowledge gained at GCSE with 
more complex design and make 

tasks and a more in depth study 
of manufacturing processes and 

industrial experience. 
 

Contact: 

Mr DeFreitas 
MdeFreitas@st-

birinus.oxon.sch.uk 
 

Mr Hudson 

rhudson@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk 

ASSESSMENT AND 
PROGRESSION 

BIG STEM Careers event 2018 


