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Thursday 16th July 2020  

 
 

 

Dear Parents and Carers  

 

Over the past few months the circumstances around Coronavirus (Covid-19) have been a huge challenge 
for everyone: children, young people, parents/carers and school staff. Normal life has been disrupted in a 

way that most people have never experienced before but despite this, the SBS community has continued 
to thrive as students engage with their home learning or in classes on site for Years 10 and 12. The energy, 

resilience and commitment of staff and students throughout the enforced school closure has been both 

humbling and inspirational, giving me great cause for optimism and confidence as we approach the close 
of the academic year and a much needed summer break.   

 

Now the number of coronavirus cases has reduced significantly, the government has asked all schools to 

plan for all children and young people, in all year groups, to return to school from the beginning of the 

autumn term. We are therefore planning for SBS to open at the start of September. Years 7 and 12 will 
return on Thursday the 3rd September and all year groups will return to school from Monday 7th 

September. The safety, wellbeing and educational experience for your child is our highest priority. Please 

note that the government will make a final decision on this on 11th August.  
 

As I explained in the weekly bulletin, The Saint, last Friday, a number of principles drive our detailed planning 

now.  Rigorous implementation of the Public Health England ‘system of controls’ will reduce the risk of 

transmission and make the school safer and so our actions will be driven by this.   

 

This will include:   

• Reviewing our current risk assessments and operational procedures to make sure people who are ill stay 

at home and our immediate response to anyone with symptoms is secure and confident.  

• Reviewing our systems and facilities in place to support robust hand and respiratory hygiene when all 

pupils and staff have returned to school.  

• Reviewing our cleaning arrangements so that we can maintain enhanced hygiene across the school site.  

• Making sure we are absolutely clear about how active engagement with NHS Test and Trace will work 

as more staff and pupils return to site, so that we can continue to keep everyone as safe as possible.   

 

We will also be considering a revised way of running the school to reduce contacts and maximise distancing 

between those in school wherever possible, minimising the potential for contamination so far as is reasonably 

practicable.   

 

In line with the guidelines, our planning will indeed consider:   

• Directing flow of student movement and restricting areas of the school site that groups are able to 

access, where necessary. 

• Staggering lesson, break and lunch times so that we are able to manage the school day with groups 

avoiding contact with each other, as much as possible. 

• Ensuring that staff are able to maintain distance from pupils and their colleagues by arranging our 

classrooms and modifying shared areas to accommodate this.  Highly co-ordinated timings of 

movement and circulation around the building will also form part of our control measures here.  

• Rigorous risk assessment of practical subjects so that we are clear about how we will ensure that our 

pupils continue to have a broad and balanced experience whilst still keeping safe.  
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As Term 6 draws to an imminent close, I would like to set out the key principles for our planning in a little more 

detail so that you and your son feel confident about the return to school. 

 

Attendance 

Full attendance in school for all students is expected, however, please note that if your child is exhibiting Covid-

19 like symptoms as detailed below, they should not attend. 

• A persistent cough 

• A high temperature (above 37.8°C) 

• A loss of taste or smell 

We are nonetheless aware that there will be a small number of students who may need additional support in 

September and the Pastoral and Learning Support teams are already working with families and making plans to 

facilitate this successfully after the summer. 

 

Uniform 

Our very high standards of personal appearance and uniform will continue come the September return in that 

the boys should wear full uniform as usual. Impeccable uniform plays a vital role in contributing to the ethos 

here at SBS and sets the appropriate tone for a business like return to routine, learning and school life.  

 

Face Coverings 

The current guidance from DfE (Department for Education) does not recommend the use of face coverings in 

school settings and this is our current position.  We appreciate that national guidance regarding the use of face 

coverings is changing and we will keep this under review and write to you again at the end of August with clarity 

on this issue. 

 

School transport 

Attached to this letter is a separate document detailing school bus arrangements. Students should try to walk 

or cycle to school if possible. If you are planning to travel by car please be aware that the roads closest to the 

school entrances will be very busy so please do plan to drop your child off a reasonable distance from the school 

site. If your child is travelling by public transport, please do encourage them to follow the relevant social 

distancing guidelines and expectations regarding face coverings.  

 

Arrival at school 

Students arriving early to school will able to have breakfast in the Dining Room from 8.15am where they will sit 

on tables in separate year groups. We would encourage all students to arrive at school at 8.35am, when they 

should go straight to their tutor rooms and sanitise their hands. If they have been wearing a face covering for 

their journey to school, this should be removed and placed in a plastic bag on arrival onto the school site. They 

should then sanitise their hands when they reach their tutor room. 

 

In classrooms 

Hand sanitiser will be available in classrooms and students should sanitise their hands on entry to each 

classroom, before and after eating and after using the toilet. We will be teaching the full curriculum and written 

work will be collected in and marked by faculty staff. Students will use exercise books and bring them to school 

as they usually would. 

 

Equipment 

The boys should bring a named water bottle, their usual school bag, a coat as appropriate and their PE kit. They 

should make sure they have all relevant equipment and stationery for every lesson as, understandably, they will 

not be able to share or borrow this.  
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Behaviour 

We have amended our behaviour Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) and will share the detail of these with 

you before the start of term in September so that you can discuss their rationale and implications with your son. 

Suffice to say that compliance with expectations and instructions put in place this year to keep staff and students 

safe and reasonably limit risk of infection is completely non-negotiable.  

 

Break and lunchtime 

We plan to stagger break and lunchtimes for different year groups to ensure the site is markedly less busy and 

that movement through lunch queues is swift. Students will eat with their year group and remain socially 

distanced from other students during break and lunch, as far as reasonably possible. There will be no food on 

offer at breaktime and we will offer a reduced menu of hot food and other snacks at lunchtime. Students are 

welcome to bring their own healthy breaktime snacks. Parents should be aware that accounts can only be 

topped up via ParentPay online as the Reval fingerprint machines will not be in operation from the beginning of 

next year for hygiene reasons. Till points will be cleaned between year group use and hand sanitiser will be 

available in the Dining Room. All the areas will be cleaned between use by different year groups. 

 

End of the school day 

We plan to operate a staggered exit at the end of the day to reduce movement of students on and away from 

the site. Students travelling by bus will line up in dedicated areas of the school within year groups and entry on 

to the bus will be carefully supervised one year group at a time. The transport letter attached gives further 

information about travelling by bus on the various different routes.  

 

Hygiene on site 

Additional cleaning of frequent touch surfaces will take place throughout the school day and classrooms will all 

be equipped with a hygiene box to support cleanliness throughout the day. 

 

Extra-curricular Provision 

We will continue the exciting extra-curricular offer of the school but these activities will be run as year group 

activities which will continue to provide stimulus and challenge for all students. Similarly, the library will be 

available on a year group rota basis. Books may be taken home and will then be quarantined on their return. 

 

School Trips  

Given current guidance, there will be no external trips or residentials until after Christmas. We will regularly 

review this and monitor national guidance to ensure these opportunities are available again as soon as it is safe 

to offer them. 

 

Access to the school site 

Parents will be unable to access the site unless by prior appointment and only then when appropriate or 

necessary. Parent meetings will take place remotely, or with 2 metre social distancing. Staff will be encouraged 

to communicate by telephone. Unfortunately, we cannot accommodate parents calling in or dropping off 

forgotten items as we usually might. 

 

Didcot Sixth Form 

I also attach a letter from Mr Cross, Director of Dicot 6th Form, who has written separately to parents with full 

details of expectations within and around the Sixth Form.  
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Action in the event of a suspected COVID-19 case in school 

 

Identification of a suspected case 

If a student or staff member is experiencing any of the symptoms listed below, they must notify the school.  

They must then remain at home and apply for a test through the NHS website link here. 

 

The main symptoms of Coronavirus are: 

• A persistent cough 

• A high temperature (above 37.8°C) 

• A loss of taste or smell 

 

If a child experiences any of the above symptoms in school they will be collected by a member of the Senior 

Leadership Team, who will arrive wearing PPE and escort the student to a dedicated medical room where they 

will be supervised until they are collected by a family member.  

 

Response to a suspected case 

Parents will be asked to collect their child without delay. In the case of a member of staff presenting symptoms, 

they will be asked to leave immediately. As above, the parents or staff member must then apply for a test 

through the NHS website link here. 

 

Parents will be asked to keep in touch with the school and inform us as soon as possible with the outcome of 

the result. In the event of a positive test, the group or “bubble” that the person belonged to will be asked to 

self-isolate for 14 days or 7 days after a positive test result. The school will contact Public Health South East 

Regional Division to report the case and take further advice.  

 

The area of the school where the group was based which included the symptomatic student or member of 
staff will be deep cleaned before it is open to use again. Parents will be notified that there has been a 
confirmed case of COVID-19 in school and of the specific measures being taken, although no names will be 
released, simply the relevant year group, if indeed the case relates to a student. 
 
One of the greatest challenges that we have all faced over the last three months has been, and still is, the 
uncertainty and ever changing national picture and so I must point out that all of this information is potentially 
subject to change. Whatever the eventuality, I will keep you updated with our plans and further details before 
the start of the new year.  
 
Whilst certainly not without challenge, looking forward to academic year 2020/21 is an exciting prospect. I 
very much look forward to welcoming five new, and supremely talented, members of my faculty staff:  
 

Mr Stainthorp – Science   
Ms Vince – Science  
Miss Thom – Head of Science Faculty  
Mr Roush – Head of Computer Science  
Mr El-Salahi – 2nd in Mathematics  

 
Consistent ambition and relentless high expectation will see us integrate students back in September with real 
success, of that I am certain. What will be essential is very clear communication about changes to routines. 
Over the first few weeks, day to day and hour by hour, we must ensure that student movement in and out of 
lessons is calm and measured and that conduct and behaviour reflect the gravity of this threshold moment and 
supports the confidence of staff and students in returning to their school safely after such a long period of 
closure, in such unprecedented circumstances.  
 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-an-antigen-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-an-antigen-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/
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In that regard, little has changed. The only update of note is an extension to Registration time of 10 minutes to 
support a Tutor Reading Programme in Years 7, 8 and 9 three mornings a week and offer additional individual 
study periods for Years 10 and 11.  
 
Finally, this year has been a year of years. Within weeks of receiving such a validating inspection visit from 
Ofsted, schools closed nationally due the prevalence of a global pandemic. In the face of every challenge, staff, 
students and the community as a whole have repeatedly fallen back on our touchstone values. We have 
demonstrated a profound Care for one another in terms of our health and well-being. The Courtesy shown in 
our relationships has been undented by stress, worry and uncertainty. Above all, the unbridled Commitment 
of staff and students to teaching, learning and progress has reinforced the observation of the Lead Inspector in 
February this year that, whether open or closed, St Birinus School is genuinely, “a vibrant and inspiring place 
for students to learn.”  
 
I will be in touch with news and updates ahead of the restart in September, but until then I wish you all a 
happy and safe summer break.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr W Manning 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 


