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5th November 2020  

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

In light of the changing national picture and on the first day of a second lockdown, I wanted to write to you to 
thank you for your continued support and offer further reassurance on the measures we are taking here in 
school to ensure that student and staff safety remains our absolute top priority. 
   
Despite government restrictions now in place, it is recognised locally and nationally just how important it is 
that our young people can maintain as normal a way of life as possible. Personally, I feel privileged and 
supremely fortunate to lead a school, with such dedicated and driven staff, where we firmly believe that our 
students should indeed be in lessons, not only to learn, but also for their own emotional and physical 
wellbeing. We are pleased and proud to support students to continue with their education at this present 
time.  
 
Visitors to the school site 
External lettings will cease during the national lockdown and, based on Oxfordshire County Council guidance, 
we are not able to accept any visitors to the school site, other than in exceptional circumstances. In normal 
circumstances, we very much enjoy welcoming families and members of the community into school, but it is 
important that we continue to implement additional safety measures at this juncture. Members of staff will 
continue to use Zoom, Microsoft Teams and the telephone to conduct meetings and to keep in touch.  
 
Face coverings  
To ensure student safety and minimise risk wherever possible, students must continue to wear face coverings 
at all times, except for in lessons and when mixing in small groups in their dedicated zones at break and lunch 
times. We will share any further guidance from the Department for Education regarding face coverings when 
we receive it and will implement further measures as required.     
  
COVID Risk assessment  
The school risk assessment has been updated and is available to view on the website here.  
Further updates will continue to be added. 
 
Classroom ventilation  
We will continue to keep doors and windows open as far as is practical, given the season. Staff will of course 
exercise their professional discretion as to whether to allow coats to be worn indoors.  
 
Buses 
Students must wear face coverings when lining up for buses and for the duration of the journey. They should 
also sit in year groups when on the bus. This is critical in terms of managing the spread of the virus but also in 
terms of managing those who may need to self-isolate in the event of a positive case. Please do encourage 
your son to remember where and with whom he sits on the bus and to only sit with other students in his year 
group.  
 
  

https://stbirinusschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Risk-Assessment-SBS-Sept-30.10.2020.pdf?t=1604321500?ts=1604531589
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Self-isolating students 
We recognise there have been, and will continue to be, situations where young people are required to self-
isolate because of contact with a confirmed case. This is obviously a necessary precaution to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19. Where pupils do need to self-isolate, we will support them to continue with their 
education using the contingency plans linked here.  I would also like to reassure you that any decision to ask 
numbers of students to self-isolate is certainly not taken lightly and is done in full consultation between the 
school and Public Health England and in accordance with government guidance. 
 
Moving into a national lockdown, there are obviously tighter restrictions for people to adhere to and as a 
Parent or Carer there are several things that you can continue to do to help make our school safe.    
 

• Do not send your child to school if they themselves are showing COVID symptoms or someone within 
the household is showing symptoms  

 

• Keep your child at home where they have been identified as having contact with a confirmed case 
either in school or otherwise 

 

• Arrange a test if you or your child develops symptoms – no matter how mild – and inform the  
School of the result by emailing covidqueries@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk 

 

• Ensure that the whole household isolates when a household member is awaiting a result, and 
continues isolation if test result is indeed positive 

 

• Reinforce with your children how to wash hands, make space and minimise contact 
 

• Adhere to the current national rules and guidance which will help reduce transmission of the virus  
 

• Support the school by reinforcing with your children that the rules in place in terms of zonal spaces for 
separate year group bubbles at break and lunch, the one-way system around the site and specific 
classroom routines must be adhered to at all times without question or compromise  

 

• Support the school by understanding and reinforcing with your children where they are required to 
wear face masks both in school and on public transport    

 
Looking back on the last nine school weeks since the start of this academic year, I am incredibly proud of how 

students have adapted to new systems with such remarkable cheerfulness and courtesy. Their irrepressible 

positivity, determination and good humour has been a consistent source of inspiration for us all throughout 

these challenging circumstances.  

Please do not hesitate to contact school should you have any questions, queries or concern.  

 
Yours sincerely,  

 
Mr W Manning 
Headteacher 
 
 
 

https://stbirinusschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Remote-learning-booklet-for-parents.pdf?t=1603200916?ts=1604531589
mailto:covidqueries@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk

