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16th July 2021 

 

Arrangements for Start of Term 1 September 2021 and the In-school Covid Testing Centre 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

As we enter the last few days of academic year, having last week mapped out the significant headlines of the 

most recent national guidance, I wanted to offer an update on arrangements for the start of next year and 

some key dates as the country moves into Step 4 on Monday: 

• There will be on site testing for students before the full start of Term 1 2021/22 for all students  
• Face coverings, bubbles and social distancing will no longer be required in schools (unless there is a 

need to reinstate these control measures as the result of an outbreak).  The exception of this is for 
the Testing Centre where masks are required to be worn to adhere with our hygiene methods. 

• Students will no longer need to self-isolate if they are a close contact and contact tracing will be now 
carried out by NHS Test and Trace 

• Very close contacts will be advised to take a PCR test but can still attend school 
• Positive confirmed cases will be required to self-isolate 
• All those staff who are double vaccinated will no longer need to self-isolate from 16th August  
• Face coverings, social distancing and all other risk assessment measures in school presently will 

remain in place to Tuesday 20th July.  
 
The Department of Education has advised that all students undertake two lateral flow tests on the school site 
at the beginning of the academic year in September. The objective here is to limit the number of 
asymptomatic cases of Covid 19 entering the school at the point that we bring the community back together, 
thereby avoiding potential disruption to learning at the start of a new school year.  
 
We very much appreciate your support in helping us manage the testing in a safe and efficient way, to enable 
the school community to return after the summer with confidence and some increased freedom. We will 
ensure all students are supported through the process, in particular those who are new to the school.   
 
The testing timetable and key dates regarding the start of the school year are overleaf.  
 
For both of the first two tests, students will attend school for the test slot only, there will be no school 
transport provided to limit any mixing on buses for students prior to testing.  Further information on 
appointment booking on Eventbrite will follow. This will include details of how sibling bookings can be 
managed.   
 
Whilst arrangements are always subject to potential change, the beginning of the academic year 2021/22 is 

set out as follows:   

  



 

 

Taking the test will be supervised by trained staff and volunteers. The lateral flow tests are quick and easy to 
undertake, simply requiring a swab of both nostrils. Results take around half an hour from testing.  This 
testing programme in school is for people with no symptoms. However, if your child develops symptoms at 
any time, they must immediately self-isolate, and book a test by calling 119 or 
visiting https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test.  
 
These symptoms include …  
 

• a high temperature 

• a new, continuous cough 

• a loss or change to their sense of smell or taste  
    
We will use the information and contact details you provided on your consent form. Results will be uploaded 
to NHS/DfE portals and you will receive notification via text / email. If your child tests positive, we will 
contact you prior to uploading this information so you are aware of the next steps needed.   
 
We will be in touch shortly with links to the test Appointment Booking, and consent form for new 
students.  For many existing students we already have your consent preferences recorded.  If you would like 
to change consent, you are able to use the Consent Form to opt in or out of the Autumn testing. Year 7 
parents will receive information on consent, along with updated induction day information.  
 
Students will all receive home test kits which they will collect as they complete their second test, currently 
students are advised to continue testing at home during September. We strongly recommend that all Year 7 
students complete a home test on the evening of Sunday 5th September, prior to their induction days/return 
to school and that all other students complete an additional test on the evening before they return to school. 
Please ensure that you notify the school on covidqueries@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk of any positive results.   
  
There exists of course a tension between the exciting prospect of a greater sense of normality, a welcome 
release from restrictions for us as an organisation and society, and the potential impact of continued virus 
transmission, case management and potential disruption for schools. The prime concern remains the safety 
of students and staff and to ensure that some of the systems and structures remain in place at the start 
of the new school year, with the capacity to flex as required.  
 
These will include the one way system, which has been so transformative on site in terms of supporting safe 
and calm student movement at busy changeover points and the zonal spaces for year groups at break and 
lunch. To facilitate this, all year groups will return to school initially in September on the banded timetable.  

Term 1 Week 1 (A)  

 
Monday 30th August 
Tuesday 31st August 
Wednesday 1st September 
Thursday 2nd September  
Friday 3rd September 

 
Bank Holiday  
Testing Day 1 for Years 7, 11 and D6 boys  
Inset (no students on site) 
Testing Day 1 for Years 8, 9 & 10  
Testing Day 2 for Years 7, 11 and D6 boys  
 

Term 1 Week 2 (B)  

 
Monday 6th September* 
Tuesday 7th September 
Wednesday 8th September 
 
*School bus routes resume only for 
students in school all day 

 
Year 7 Induction Day 1 / Testing Day 2 for Years 8, 9 &10  
Year 7 Induction Day 2 / Year 12 Induction Day  
Whole school return  
 

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
mailto:covidqueries@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk


  
One hopes that the management of Covid 19 virus transmission offers us all a return to some normality and 
increased freedoms that have been so constrained over the last two school years. In educational terms, 
schools will need to respond to proposed changes to the content of GCSE and A Level examinations for 
summer 2022. To accommodate changes and support staff training, we have designated Friday April 
8th 2022, the last day of the Spring term, as an additional Inset day. Further information on term dates for the 
year ahead can be found on our school website here and in the weekly bulletin, The Saint here. 
 
Details of links for booking appointments will go out today and will also be available on our website.  Please 
do keep an eye out for any changes which may arise over the summer. 
 
I can only thank you all for your ongoing support and encouragement, as we navigate a path towards, one 
hopes, a post-covid era and encourage you to get in touch with school at any point before closure, should 
you have further questions, queries or concerns.  
 
Best wishes 

 
 

 

Mr W Manning 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 

https://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/
https://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/280/the-saint

