
THE SAINT 
Weekly newsletter 

  

T: (01235) 814444   
E: st-birinus@st-

birinus.oxon.sch.uk 
www.st-birinus-school.org.uk 

4 September 2020 

Welcome back! 

It is hard to believe that after nearly 6 months of challenge and un-
certainty and a summer when education and exams have never be-
fore been so prominent in the national consciousness, we are now 
on the brink of welcoming back the entire school community.  
 
Emotions abound - aside natural apprehension about assimilating 
new routines after the summer and such a disjointed period prior to 
that, excitement feels most prominent. Staff were excited to see 
each other on Tuesday  - the atmosphere within (socially distanced) 
presentations and team meetings was upbeat and acutely focused. 
Boys arriving on their first day in secondary school yesterday in Year 
7 were wide eyed and keen to return to a school routine, making 
the leap from Year 6 with a smile and genuine enthusiasm. Year 12, 
smarter than I have ever seen them, arrived on site quizzical about 
where and how, but again committed to understand the nature and 
implications of their first year of advanced study.  
 
By 3.15pm this coming Monday, all students will have completed 
their first day back in school for some many months and the hard 
work, intense reflection and planning will all come to fruition. I am 
so grateful to staff for their industry and diligence to ready SBS for 
this significant moment. For sure, there will be tweaks and glitches, 
but the determination here to support our young people back to 
school and their education is both humbling and inspiring.  
 
A huge amount of information will need to be shared, understood 
and remembered about how we now do things here but everything 
in place is there to provide as safe and secure environment as rea-
sonably possible for both students and staff.  
 
Our school values, Care, Courtesy and Commitment, will remain our 
touchstones to rebuild and reintegrate the community. Do reassure 
your son that there can be no compromise to basic stand-
ards. Uniform, conduct in and out of lessons and respectful relation-
ships will be under sharp focus to reset, rebuild and get the very 
best out of the boys on their return. It is important to me to inte-
grate students swiftly back to school life and the rigour of their 
learning for who knows what's ahead.  
 
Personally, I can't wait.  
 

Mr W Manning 
Headteacher 



Fresh starts 
THOUGHT 
FOR THE 

TERM 

 

 

I love September, the new school year ahead and the pos-
sibilities that await us all. Now is a time for new resolutions 
and the chance to start afresh and embrace new things. 
After a long time away from school for many students, it 
truly is a new beginning and I would urge you to embrace 
all the challenges and adventures that lie ahead.  This is a 
chance to reconnect and is a moment of real hope. 

 

It is easy to have lists of new things you are going to do and 
the things that you will do this year that you haven’t done 
before and it is just as easy to start with good intentions 
and then let them slip as the new school year moves on. 
Try to pick one or two resolutions and find the willpower to 
stick with them. The pride you will feel in this achievement 
will be well worth it!  

 

When I talked to staff about the return to school this week, 
I shared this quote from New Zealand prime minister Jacin-
da Ardern about her daughter;  

“I hope that she doesn’t feel any limitations. That she 
doesn’t have any sense of what girls can or can’t do. That 
it’s just not even a concept for her.” 

 

This is my resolution for the school year ahead for all stu-
dents within Ridgeway Education Trust. For us to continue 
having the highest expectations of ourselves and each oth-
er and to reach for the very top, helping each other on the 
climb.  

 

I hope your fresh start is full of excitement and that you, 
too, are full of optimism for the term ahead. I can’t wait.  

Georgina Littler 

Headteacher 

Didcot Girls’ School  



DIARY:   7 - 11 Sept 2020  WEEK B      14 - 18 Sept 2020  WEEK A           

MON 7 Term 1 commences for Years 8, 9, 10, 11, 13 MON 14  

TUE 8  TUE 15 Year 10 Virtual Parents’ Information Evening 

WED 9 Year 11 Virtual Parents’ Information Evening WED 16 Year 9 Virtual Parents’ Information Evening 

THU 10 Year 7 Parents’ Virtual Welcome Evening 6.30pm THU 17 Year 8 Virtual Parents’ Information Evening 

FRI 11  FRI 18  

School Term Dates 2020/2021 
DATES FOR 

YOUR  

DIARY 

 

Monday 7 September 2020 
Term 1 commences for Years 8, 9, 10, 11 
& 13 

Wednesday 9 September 2020 Year 11 Parents’ Information Evening 

Thursday 10 September 2020 Year 7 Parents’ Virtual Welcome Evening 

Tuesday 15 September 2020 
Year 10 Virtual Parents’ Information 
Evening 

Wednesday 16 September 2020 
Year 9 Virtual Parents’ Information  
Evening 

Thursday 17 September 2020 
Year 8 Virtual Parents’ Information  
Evening 

Friday 2 October 2020 Inset Day - School Closed to Students 

Friday 23 October 2020 Term 1 Ends 

Monday 2 November 2020 Term 2 Commences 

Friday 18 December 2020 Term 2 Ends 

Monday 4 January 2021 Inset Day - School Closed to Students 

Tuesday 5 January 2021 Term 3 Commences 

Friday 12 February 2021 Term 3 Ends 

Monday 22 February 2021 Term 4 Commences 

Thursday 1 April 2021 Term 4 Ends 

Monday 19 April 2021 Term 5 Commences 

Friday 28 May 2021 Term 5 Ends 

Monday 7 June 2021 
Inset Day - School Closed to Students 
Except for Public Examinations 

Tuesday 8 June 2021 Term 6 Commences 

Tuesday 20 July 2021 Term 6 Ends 











SBS PE Kit from  

September 2020 

PE  

DEPARTMENT 

 

 

 

We would like to inform parents and students that we have  

reviewed the St Birinus PE Kit and have decided to refine and 

simplify the kit that is required.  

There are two clear advantages. It is less complicated in terms of 

organisation for the boys and secondly, it is less expensive for 

parents. At the same time we wish to retain the distinct colours 

of the House system, which is an important part of the enduring 

spirit and culture of St Birinus School.  

All students are assigned a House when they join St Birinus 

School and each House has its own colour as below:  

Athenian – Blue 

Corinthian – Green 

Spartan – Red 

Trojan – Yellow 

All students in Year 7 – 11 are expected to wear the school PE 

Kit. From September 2020 the white polo shirt, white shorts 

and white socks will not be requisite parts of the SBS PE Kit. 

PE Kit required 

• PE rugby shirt (reversible with school logo) in your son’s 

House colour 

• Black shorts 

• Football socks in your son’s House colour 

• Football boots 

• Trainers (non-marking soles) 

PE Kit recommended items 

• PE polo shirt (with school logo) in House colour 

• Shin pads  

• Gumshield  

PLEASE ENSURE THAT ALL PE KIT IS CLEARLY NAMED 



Please visit the school website for the 
latest news stories, community news, 
PTA and much more… 

http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/259/news-blog  

http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/2548/community-news  

http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/2218/school-fundraising-and-pta  

FROM 

THE 

WEBSITE 

VACANCIES We have vacancies for school cleaners at DGS and 

SBS. For further information, please click this link: 

Vacancy for school cleaners 

We have vacancies for exam invigilators at SBS. 

For further information, please click this link: 

Vacancy for exam invigilators 

CLUBS &  

ACTIVITIES 
TERM 1 

As mentioned in Mr Manning’s letter to parents 

on 26th August, we are unable to run clubs and 

activities in the same way that we have done in 

previous terms. Please visit the clubs and activi-

ties page of the website here: http://www.st-

birinus-school.org.uk/267/clubs-activities to see 

a list of after-school clubs available until Octo-

ber half term. Thank you for your understand-

ing.  

http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/259/news-blog
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/2548/community-news
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/2218/school-fundraising-and-pta
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/1564/school-cleaners
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/3070/exam-invigilators
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/267/clubs-activities
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/267/clubs-activities

