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Fresh starts 

Thought for the Term 

Standing on the school gates this week, as a busy  
Mereland Road bears witness to the return of students of 
all ages to their schools, I have felt uplifted and proud.  

 

The new beginnings of this particular year are like none 
other. The previous six months have been riddled with  
uncertainty and rapid change - the landscape around 
schools has been fluid, dynamic and, at points, fretful. The 
fact remains that going forward, we are still unsure as to 
what the future may hold.  

 
What has inspired me, however, and what has fuelled my 
determination and professional energy, has been the  
resilience and spirit of the young people and staff who I 
work with. I have seen over the past week the  
irrepressible enthusiasm of students being back with each 
other, back in their lessons and back with the teachers 
who are so invested in their progress. The new starts and 
new connections in classrooms have been exciting,  
genuine and warm. Students have assimilated new rules 
and procedures in place to keep the community safe with 
understanding and wisdom beyond their years. Perhaps 
the eerie nature of lockdown has taught us much to value 
school even more than ever.  

 
New beginnings offer us the chance to reboot and refresh. 
We reflect on what we value and what we want to achieve 
going forward. New beginnings offer us threshold  
moments to recalibrate and make good our intention. 
Whatever is ahead of us, this term's new beginning has 
only brought me confidence in the strength of our  
community and the unshakable belief in our collective  
ambition and resilience.  

Mr W Manning  
Headteacher  

 



DIARY:   14 - 18 Sept 2020  WEEK A          21 - 25 Sept 2020  WEEK B       

MON 14 Year 11 Virtual Parents’ Information Evening MON 21  

TUE 15  TUE 22 Year 8 Virtual Parents’ Information Evening 

WED 16 Year 10 Virtual Parents’ Information Evening WED 23  

THU 17 Year 9 Virtual Parents’ Information Evening THU 24  

FRI 18  FRI 25  

School Term Dates 2020/2021 
DATES FOR 

YOUR  

DIARY 

 

Monday 14 September 2020 
Year 11 Virtual Parents’ Information 
Evening 

Wednesday 16 September 2020 
Year 10 Virtual Parents’ Information  
Evening 

Thursday 17 September 2020 
Year 9 Virtual Parents’ Information  
Evening 

Tuesday 22 September 2020 
Year 8 Virtual Parents’ Information  
Evening 

Friday 2 October 2020 Inset Day - School Closed to Students 

Friday 23 October 2020 Term 1 Ends 

Monday 2 November 2020 Term 2 Commences 

Friday 18 December 2020 Term 2 Ends 

Monday 4 January 2021 Inset Day - School Closed to Students 

Tuesday 5 January 2021 Term 3 Commences 

Friday 12 February 2021 Term 3 Ends 

Monday 22 February 2021 Term 4 Commences 

Thursday 1 April 2021 Term 4 Ends 

Monday 19 April 2021 Term 5 Commences 

Friday 28 May 2021 Term 5 Ends 

Monday 7 June 2021 
Inset Day - School Closed to Students 
Except for Public Examinations 

Tuesday 8 June 2021 Term 6 Commences 

Tuesday 20 July 2021 Term 6 Ends 



RET  

CORONA-
VIRUS 

ATTENDANCE 

POLICY 

 

Our recently-issued RET Coronavirus 

Attendance Policy is now on the website. 

 

Please click the link below to read the policy in full. 

Arrangements for September 2020—information for parents 

Thank you. 

http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/260/announcements/announcement/184/announcement/?home=1


Please could all parents ensure that their children are aware 

of the importance of wearing masks for the entire duration of 

their time on a school bus. This is a requirement for all  

students unless they have a health condition that exempts 

them from doing so in line with government guidance (see 

link below). 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-

travel-guidance-for-passengers#exemptions-face-coverings  

 

The school will continue to remind students of this  

expectation and we ask that parents do so also please. The 

bus driver is not expected to take responsibility for passenger 

compliance.   

 

Please could you also: 

 

Remind your children that they must not place bags on seats 

as this prevents or discourages others from sitting. 

 

Ensure your child has a valid pass for the school journey.  We 

are sorry that the Covid-19 situation has driven the need to 

change a number of our buses from public services to  

dedicated school runs bus and as a result the pass options 

available are more limited this year (with the termly or  

annual passes the only ones available for the Thames Travel 

buses). DGS and SBS are already heavily subsidising the  

services to ensure they run for the benefit of all of our  

students and cannot subsidise the services further. We do 

now urge you to purchase passes quickly if you have not  

already done so. It is anticipated that regular checking of 

passes will be reintroduced shortly by the bus companies so 

students should always carry their bus pass with them  

whenever travelling to and from school so they can be shown 

to the driver if requested.  

 

Thank you for your assistance and understanding 
 

Bus Transport Regulations 
and Fares 

Transport 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers#exemptions-face-coverings
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers#exemptions-face-coverings


Social Media Checklists Social 

Media 
To support your son in keeping safe online, 

we would recommend taking a look at the 

following link, which provides you with in-

structions and guidance on how to ensure 

their social media accounts, including Tik 

Tok, Instagram, Facebook and SnapChat are 

kept private.  

 

Provided are downable booklets that guide 

you through changing these profile settings.  

https://swgfl.org.uk/resources/checklists/  

Digital SBS Digital SBS - IT Support 

At St Birinus School, we aim to support 

the appropriate and effective use of  

digital technology within education to give 

all students the opportunity to  

improve and develop their digital skills. 

 

Please visit the school website where you 

will find further information plus various 

video tutorials on the different software 

platforms/applications the school uses. 

 
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/3361/

digital-sbs  

https://swgfl.org.uk/resources/checklists/
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/3361/digital-sbs
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/3361/digital-sbs


 

St Birinus School PTA is a registered cause on  
easyfundraising.   It is a really clever website that turns 
your online purchases into free donations for us, at no ex-
tra cost to you but raises much needed funds for our 
school.  In September 2020 with just seventeen support-
ers we have raised £183.  

 

Simply shop with any of over 3,600 online retailers includ-
ing Amazon, Argos, John Lewis, ASOS, Booking.com, 
eBay, Boden, and M&S, and when you make a purchase, 
the retailer will send us a free donation. It’s as simple as 
that!  The donations vary on the amount you spend but 
all those pennies add up.  Every time you shop you go via 
the easyfundraising page/app and follow the link to the 
retailer. If you make a purchase then we receive a dona-
tion. 

 

Please visit our easyfundraising page at: 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stbirinuspta  
and click ‘support us’ – we really do need your support.   
Please share with your family and friends. 

 

If you currently support another cause it’s easy to switch 
your cause to ours. 

 

So if you are about to start your Christmas shop-
ping, book a holiday or renew insurance, please 
consider helping us to raise funds by doing it via 
the easyfundraising page or app. 

 

Thank you for your support.  We will keep you updated 
on how this fundraising is going. 

Raising Funds for 
St Birinus School 

PTA News 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stbirinuspta




Please visit the school website for the latest 
news stories, community news, PTA and 
much more… 

http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/259/news-blog  

http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/2548/community-news  

http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/2218/school-fundraising-and-pta  

FROM 

THE 

WEBSITE 

VACANCIES St Birinus School and Didcot Girls School have 
vacancies for school cleaners.  
For further information, please click this link: 

Vacancy for school cleaners 

 

St Birinus School have vacancies for exam  
invigilators and a Reception/Student Services 
Administrator. For further information, please 
click this link: 

Vacancy for exam invigilators 

Vacancy for Reception/Student Services  
Administrator 

http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/259/news-blog
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/2548/community-news
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/2218/school-fundraising-and-pta
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/1564/school-cleaners
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/3070/exam-invigilators
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/331/staff-vacancies
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/331/staff-vacancies

