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A Moment of Remembrance 

Mr W Manning 
Headteacher  

 

Amidst COVID this week, the focus in our virtual assembly and 

the Ethos narrative in form rooms was all about  

Remembrance. On Wednesday morning at 11am the school 

stood and observed the 2-minute silence as first set out by 

George V in 1919 in reverent remembrance of the glorious 

dead. John McCrae's poignant poem, "In Flanders Fields"  

reverberated around the school as an eerie quiet descended 

on what is habitually a such a vibrant and busy campus. The 

care and understanding demonstrated by students was so  

impressive as solemnity reigned in spite of the hubbub in the 

world around us.  

 

Despite Lockdown, I was very grateful to Year 11  

representatives who met me at the memorial in town. We 

shared a moment and laid a wreath on behalf of the 

school. The installation of poppies which the Technology team 

have so brilliantly presented on Mereland Road has been so 

uplifting for passers by, especially as significant moments  

traditionally shared together as a school and a community are 

unavailable to us presently.  



 

Thought For 
The Term 

Communication & Connection 

   ‘It really boils down to this: that all life is interrelated.’ 

Martin Luther King Jr. 

 

 

The glittering frost is still dusting the ground when we start setting up for 

my daughter’s ballet lesson. No longer a short drive to the studio, but a 

rushed battle with a tangle of cables and frantic tilting of webcams:  

another change to our ‘normal’ with a move to virtual lessons during  

lockdown. Frustrated, I wonder whether it's worth it. Alone in our living 

room it would be easy to opt out and wait for a return to normality... 

Seconds later a gallery of galloping girls in red satin flicker into view and 

with every emerging window my daughter’s smile unfurls further. 

She is aglow.  

 

As she dances and chats, waving and giggling with her friends, it is clear 

what this connection buys her.  

 

It is - after all - the same gift that we have all enjoyed at DGS since  

September. The chance to reconnect with students and enjoy the  

immediate rewards of a smile exchanged, opinion debated, and 

knowledge shared. Students and teachers alike have returned focused 

and buoyant: grateful for the routine and community that school affords 

us. And although beyond our school walls much of our communication 

has again become virtual, what matters is seizing the chance to connect, 

whether that be in person or via video link. It is when we connect that we 

feel truly seen.  

 

In a quotation familiar to year 11, the titular character in the play ‘An  

Inspector Calls’ says it best when he reminds a stubbornly inward-looking 

Biring family that ‘we don’t live alone. We are members of one body.’  

 

Despite the challenges that 2020 poses there is clear benefit to creating 

presence even in absence and remembering how much we gain from 

reaching out, letting in and opening up. 

 

 

Mrs F Ashton 

Assistant Headteacher, Teaching and Learning 



DIARY:    16 - 20 Nov 2020  WEEK A             23 - 27 Nov 2020  WEEK B       

MON 16  MON 23  

TUE 17  TUE 24  

WED 18 Didcot Sixth Form Virtual Open Evening WED 25  

THU 19  THU 26  

FRI 20  FRI 27  

School Term Dates 2020/2021 
Dates For 
Your Diary 

 
Wednesday 2 December 

Year 7 Virtual Parents’ Evening  

7AHR, 7CSV, 7AXW 

Wednesday 16 December 
Year 7 Virtual Parents’ Evening 

7SEG, 7DRS, 7ZIE 

Friday 18 December 2020 Term 2 Ends (12:30pm finish) 

Monday 4 January 2021 Inset Day - School Closed to Students 

Tuesday 5 January 2021 Term 3 Commences 

Wednesday 20 January Year 8 Virtual Parents’ Evening 

Wednesday 27 January Year 10 Virtual Parents’ Evening 

Friday 12 February 2021 Term 3 Ends 

Monday 22 February 2021 Term 4 Commences 

Wednesday 17 March Year 9 Virtual Parent’s Evening 

Wednesday 31 March Year 11 Virtual Parents’ Evening 

Thursday 1 April 2021 Term 4 Ends (12:30pm finish) 

Monday 19 April 2021 Term 5 Commences 

Friday 28 May 2021 Term 5 Ends 

Monday 7 June 2021 
Inset Day - School Closed to Students 

Except for Public Examinations 

Tuesday 8 June 2021 Term 6 Commences 

Tuesday 20 July 2021 Term 6 Ends (12:30pm finish) 



Contacting School 
 

If you wish to send an email to school, please  

either use stbirinus@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk or the contact 

form on the school website  

(https://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/247/contact-details).  

Please do not use ‘9314129@capita-intouch.co.uk ‘ 

as this inbox is not monitored.  Please check that your 

email provider or phone has not automatically stored the 

capita-intouch email to your school contact in your email 

address book. 

Information 

mailto:9314129@capita-intouch.co.uk


SBS News Awards  

Year 11 SBS student honoured with the British 

Citizen Youth Award 

 

https://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/259/news-blog/
post/425/year-11-sbs-student-honoured-with-the-
british-citizen-youth-award 

 

 

Didcot Town Council Awards, 2020  

 

We were delighted to read nominations for the 

following in the Didcot Town Council Awards 2020: 

 

John Eldridge Award for Voluntary Service 

nominee: 

Andy Baker BCAv (ex-SBS student and founder of 

the enormously successful fundraising organisation 

Play2Give) 

 

Young Volunteer/Charity Fundraiser 

Daniel Lloyd (Year 11 SBS student, 'Markers for 

Mindfulness' - raising awareness about young  

people's mental health) 

 

These nominations are richly deserved and SBS  

continues to be hugely impressed with the  

fundraising work carried out by Andy and Daniel.  

 

Congratulations! 

https://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/259/news-blog/post/425/year-11-sbs-student-honoured-with-the-british-citizen-youth-award
https://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/259/news-blog/post/425/year-11-sbs-student-honoured-with-the-british-citizen-youth-award
https://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/259/news-blog/post/425/year-11-sbs-student-honoured-with-the-british-citizen-youth-award


Sports Weightlifting  

St Birinus Strike Medal Haul 

 

October saw the four-man St. Birinus Weightlifting Club compete in 

multiple competitions to strike an impressive haul of medals. Sebastian 

Lawton, Harrison Deeley, Corey Swaine, and Elliot Tappin all lifted  

superbly to achieve this remarkable victory. 

 

This year’s sporting events have been sparse due to the Coronavirus 

pandemic. The boys took the time of in lockdown to train hard ready 

for when they could return back to competition. The British and English 

Age Group Championships had been postponed, with the rescheduled 

competition to be held virtually. This would be done by filming a 

Snatch lift as well as a Clean and Jerk lift and uploading it to a website 

(the lift has to be filmed in the same day within 3 hours of weigh-in).  

 

First, the boys needed to qualify for the championships. The boys lifted 

in the Virtual BWL Midlands Open Series. Year 11’s, Seb Lawton (U17 - 

55kg Class) snatched 63kg and lifted 82kg in the clean and jerk to give 

him a total combined weight of 145kg. This was enough for Seb to 

qualify. 

 

Harrison Deeley from Year 12 (U17 - 73kg Class) lifted a snatch of 

65kg and a clean and jerk of 80kg. This gave him a total of 145kg to 

qualify for the coming British Championships. 

 

Corey Swaine from Year 13 (U17 - 67kg Class) snatched 68kg along 

with a 73kg clean and jerk providing him with a total of 141kg,  

meaning he too qualified for the next competition. 

 

Year 12’s, Elliot Tappin (U17 - 61kg Class) lifted 59kg in the snatch and 

73kg in the clean and jerk. This gave him a total of 132kg, a weight 

enough for him to qualify.  

 

In this competition Corey picked up a bronze medal for his 3rd place 

finish, Elliot earned a silver medal, with Seb and Harrison completing 

the competition both with a gold medal.  

 

With all the boys comfortably qualified for the British and English Age 

Group Championships, they once again pulled out another set of excel-

lent lifts to ensure they would win more medals. 



Sports 
 

Seb Lawton, recorded a 64kg lift for his snatch attempt and an 80kg 

clean and jerk, giving him an overall total of 144kg. This gave him 

enough to win both the British and English Championships. 

 

Harrison Deeley put in a stunning set of results. An 80kg lift in the 

snatch and an amazing 106kg in the clean and jerk to win him the  

British and English Championship with the outstanding total of 186kg. 

Corey Swaine lifted a snatch of 77kg which was patterned with a 90kg 

to give him the total of 167kg. Corey finished 3rd in both the British 

and English Championships.  

 

Elliot Tappin, lifted 61kg in the snatch and 75kg in the clean and jerk 

giving him a total of 136kg, winning the British and the English  

Championships.  

 

Overall the club obtained: 

8x Gold Medals  

1x Silver Medal 

3x Bronze Medals  

 

The team was the best club from a school/sixth form group of lifters.  

The boys lifted excellently over the course of the two competitions. 

 

A big thanks to Coach, Mr Karlsson, for once again helping the boys 

massively and for his continued help he provides at competitions. A 

thanks to K and K Printing and Embroidery as we continue to wear the 

kit they so kindly provided us with last year. And, a thanks to the site 

team and Mr Manning for the support over the summer allowing us to 

train.  

 

EVERYONE PERFORMED AMAZINGLY. WELL DONE 

BOYS! 

 



PTA 

News 

PTA  

500 

 PTA Second Hand Uniform Service 

 

The PTA have a selection of second-hand St Birinus 

School blazers and PE tops in stock in a variety of  

sizes. 

 

If you are interested in any items please contact the 

PTA at sbs_pta@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk  

We would also like to add to our second-hand stock 

so if you have a blazer or PE top that your child has 

grown out of that is in a good condition please  

contact us via the e mail above. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

500 Club 

Follow the link to fill in an application form to join in 

time for the November draw on Friday 27 November.    

Deadline for applications: 16th November.  Just £2 a 

month.  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?

id=bTdgoopD6UC_KVK4096qKBk9x_tYu-

tGnqm3T6VkPhBURDBZREI4VlFFWU5TSEQ0SVAw-

TFFJN0I3OC4u 

mailto:sbs_pta@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=bTdgoopD6UC_KVK4096qKBk9x_tYu-tGnqm3T6VkPhBURDBZREI4VlFFWU5TSEQ0SVAwTFFJN0I3OC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=bTdgoopD6UC_KVK4096qKBk9x_tYu-tGnqm3T6VkPhBURDBZREI4VlFFWU5TSEQ0SVAwTFFJN0I3OC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=bTdgoopD6UC_KVK4096qKBk9x_tYu-tGnqm3T6VkPhBURDBZREI4VlFFWU5TSEQ0SVAwTFFJN0I3OC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=bTdgoopD6UC_KVK4096qKBk9x_tYu-tGnqm3T6VkPhBURDBZREI4VlFFWU5TSEQ0SVAwTFFJN0I3OC4u


Please visit the school website for the latest 
news stories, community news, PTA and 
much more… 

http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/259/news-blog  

http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/2548/community-news  

http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/2218/school-fundraising-and-pta  

From The 
Website 

Vacancies 
St Birinus School have vacancies for exam  
invigilators.  For further information, please click 
this link: 

Vacancy for exam invigilators 

Vacancy for PA to the Headteacher 

 
Didcot Girls School have vacancies for a Science 
Teacher, a temporary Science Teacher and 
school cleaners.  For further information, please 
click this link: 

Vacancy for science teacher 

Vacancy for temporary science teacher 

Vacancy for school cleaners 

 
 

http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/259/news-blog
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/2548/community-news
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/2218/school-fundraising-and-pta
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/3070/exam-invigilators
https://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/1654/pa-to-the-headteacher
https://www.didcotgirls.oxon.sch.uk/3334/science-teacher
https://www.didcotgirls.oxon.sch.uk/3404/temporary-science-teacher
https://www.didcotgirls.oxon.sch.uk/3334/science-teacher
http://www.didcotgirls.oxon.sch.uk/3049/school-cleaner-1


Social Media Checklists 
 
To support your son in keeping safe online, we 

would recommend taking a look at the following 

link, which provides you with instructions and  

guidance on how to ensure their social media  

accounts, including Tik Tok, Instagram, Facebook 

and SnapChat are kept private.  

 

Provided are downable booklets that guide you 

through changing these profile settings.  

https://swgfl.org.uk/resources/checklists/ 

Online  

Accessing Our Online  
Platforms 

 
(Email, Satchel:One and Teams) 

At SBS, we aim to support the appropriate and 

effective use of digital technology within  

education to give all students the opportunity 

to improve and develop their digital skills. 

 

Please visit the school website where you will 

find further information plus various video  

tutorials on the different software platforms/

applications the school uses:  

www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/3361/digital-sbs 

https://swgfl.org.uk/resources/checklists/
https://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/3361/digital-sbs


Online  How Students Can Access 
Microsoft Teams 

Step 1: Go to the SBS school website: 

www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/ 

 

Step 2: Scroll down to the bottom of the website and  
select ‘SharePoint’. 

Step 3: Log in using your school login details, which will be 
your school email address and set password.  

 

 

Step 4: Select Teams 

Step 5: Select the class you would like to view.  

http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/


Online  How Students Can Access 
Microsoft Teams 

Step 6: Select Files to view uploaded work/resources and to  
access set assignments, select Assignments. 

Step 7: You will then need to access these areas for each of 
your classes. To return to your class tiles, select ‘Teams’ on 
the left of your screen.  

It is important that your son logs in on a daily basis to his  

Satchel:One and school email account, as well as the Microsoft 

Teams platform (especially the Files section of each of his Team 

classes). 

 

For those families who have a smartphone and/or a Tablet, each of 

these platforms can be downloaded through the apps store, which 

should make the experience of using these platforms easier. 



Careers Careers Notices 
Get yourself ahead! 

All Years 

InvestIn are delighted to announce their biggest ever schedule of work  

experience programmes for the autumn term. Opportunities include:  

Dentistry, Fashion, Vets, Music, Journalism, Psychologist,  

Computer Scientist, Architect, Lawyer and many others. 

On our programmes, students work alongside top industry executives to gain 

a 360-degree experience of some of the world’s most competitive and desira-

ble careers. 

All autumn term programmes will be delivered ‘Live Online’: immersive work 

experience with successful professionals in a live, interactive environment; 

from the comfort of your own home. 

For Ages 15 to 18: 

'Weekend Programmes' in 20 industries (up to 2 days each) click here: 

https://tinyurl.com/y5c9hm25  

'Autumn Internships' in 9 industries (5 days during half term) click here: 

https://tinyurl.com/y38ko539  

For Ages 12 to 14: 

'Weekend Programmes' in 8 industries (1 day each) click here: https://

tinyurl.com/y5o99lx4  

 

All Years 

Virtual work experience - why it might help your child stand out 

Virtual work experience, also referred to as online, remote or digital, provides 

young people with the opportunity to gain experience in the workplace, devel-

op their skills, boost their employability and explore new industries and job 

roles.  It’s a broad term and can include any opportunity which provides 

young people with an insight into what it’s like to work in an industry or job 

role while at home. Most virtual work experiences range from half a day to 

one week, but some may last longer depending on the nature of the work 

experience and the age of your child. For a range of opportunities go to:  

https://www.theparentsguideto.co.uk/post/virtual-work-experience 

 

All Years 

Parents & Carers: Helping your child begin their career journey, is 

ready to download now for free! 

With the help of sponsor; JP Morgan, this guide includes case studies, brand 

new info on T-levels, plus guest articles on university, mental health, encour-

aging young women into engineering, and more. 

This guide has also been made so parents/carers can use it as a tool to help 

young people prepare for their future. There's a step-by-step guide to help 

them focus on career paths connected to their skills and interests. Also includ-

ed is a worksheet you design to be completed by the parent/carer and young 

person together so that they can make tangible progress as a result of work-

ing through this guide. Available to view online for free via: https://

tinyurl.com/yydtjd7m 

https://tinyurl.com/y5c9hm25
https://tinyurl.com/y38ko539
https://tinyurl.com/y5o99lx4
https://tinyurl.com/y5o99lx4
https://www.theparentsguideto.co.uk/post/virtual-work-experience
https://tinyurl.com/yydtjd7m
https://tinyurl.com/yydtjd7m


Careers Careers Notices 
Get yourself ahead! 

Years 10-11 

 

Local college virtual open events November 2020 . Please check dates and 

register online  

 

Activate Learning-Reading College  

Saturday 14th November 2020 9.30am-1.30pm 

 

Activate Learning-City of Oxford College and  

Blackbird Leys Technology College, Oxford 

https://oxme.info/cms/events/city-oxford-college-open-event 

Wed 25th November 2020 4.00pm - 8.00pm 

 

Abingdon and Witney College 

Abingdon and Witney College Virtual open day 

Wednesday 18th Nov 2020 at 3.30pm - 6.00pm 

 

UTC Oxfordshire, Didcot 

Sixth Form and Post 16 Options/Careers Fair: 

Thursday 19th November 2020  

www.utcoxfordshire.org.uk/events   

 

BCA- Berkshire College of Agriculture 

Saturday 21st November 2020  

https://www.bca.ac.uk/events/college-open-day-nov/  

 

Years 10-13 

Access VFX (visual effects) promotes diversity and inclusion in the VFX  
industry. This November Escape Studios are partnering with them to bring 
you  
Access: VFX Meet The Industry – a series of virtual events to help 15-18 
year old understand more about careers in VFX, Animation and 
Games. Whether you're artistic, have a passion for maths and programming 
or have an interest in Business and Marketing there is a role in the Creative 
Industries to suit you. 

Hear from professionals working at PlayStation, Industrial Light & Magic,  
Union VFX, Moonraker VFX, MPC Advertising, The Mill and more. For more 
information go to: https://tinyurl.com/y5f33cw2 

 

Years 11-12  

We will be running a virtual University STEM Summer School programme 

(formally Headstart and Inspire) in 2021 for Year 11 and 12 students and full 

details will be released at the end of October.   In the meantime please  

register your interest via:  

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/edtsummerschool2021   

and we will contact you as soon as we have further information. 

https://oxme.info/cms/events/city-oxford-college-open-event
http://www.utcoxfordshire.org.uk/events
https://www.bca.ac.uk/events/college-open-day-nov/
https://tinyurl.com/y5f33cw2
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/edtsummerschool2021


Careers Careers Notices 
Get yourself ahead! 

 
Years 10-13 
 

Careers in the NHS across the South East– ‘Your future in 

Health and Care’. Tuesday 17th November from 10-12. Please can I 

ask you to share this link to the website for students and parents to 

register. The platform will be available on demand for 12 months and 

is free. https://learnliveuk.com/your-future-in-health-and-care 

 

 

Years 11-13 

 

Oxfordshire Advanced Skills (OAS) will be hosting “Virtual Open 

Events” for all prospective apprentices and parents sessions, where 

there will be interaction with staff, current apprentices and employer 

partners, as well as a video tour of facilities, to gain an insight into 

what it’s like to be an apprentice at OAS.  Each webinar will finish 

with a Q&A session.  

 

Dates are: Wednesday 9th December 2020 | Tuesday 26th January 

2021 / Wednesday 17th March 2021 | Wednesday 5th May 2021 

 

 

Years 12-13 

 

UniTaster Tuesday Weekly Webinars 

Our impartial university guidance webinars have seen over 4,000  

registrations to date and have featured approaching 100 university 

practitioners. They’re continuing for the rest of the year and provide a 

great opportunity for students to find out more about key university 

guidance topics and studying different university subjects. Students 

can book places on upcoming events and browse all the recordings 

from events so far at: www.unitasterdays.com/tuesdays  

 

 

https://learnliveuk.com/your-future-in-health-and-care
http://www.unitasterdays.com/tuesdays


Careers Careers Notices 
Get yourself ahead! 

 

 

Years 12 & 13 

 New Webinar tool for students 

Free webinars for students to hear directly from the experts.  You can 

access the Webinars tool via a new tile on your Homepage. You can 

browse upcoming webinars and (soon) past webinars as well: 

 

We are kicking off our student webinars with the Subject Discovery 

Webinar Series, where university speakers will discuss what it’s 

like to study various popular subjects, potential career path-

ways, and how students can boost their chances of getting in. 

 

The webinars will cover the most shortlisted subjects on Unifrog: 

 

Liberal Arts and Sciences, Monday 23 November @ 16:00  

Law, Tuesday 24 November @ 16:00  

Business and management, Wednesday 25 November @ 16:00 

Creative arts, Thursday 26 November @ 16:00  

Hospitality, Friday 27 November @ 16:00  

Computer science, Monday 30 November @ 16:00  

Engineering, Tuesday 1 December @ 16:00 

Medicine, Wednesday 2 December @ 16:00  

Psychology, Thursday 3 December @ 16:00 

 

Years 12 & 13 

 Oxbridge Personal Statement 

An Oxbridge Personal Statement should focus on academic  

achievement, show intellectual curiosity, and set up discussion topics 

for the potential Oxbridge interview. This Unifrog guide and video will 

show you how to do that: https://tinyurl.com/y23dygfm 

 










