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We are a week back in to the new academic year and all is going very well indeed: routines are
bedding in, expectations are high and the sense of optimism for the year ahead is tangible.
As a school we are still delighted with the fantastic GCSE results we received in August. We knew
that last year’s Year 11 were a great cohort and expected the results to be good but they
genuinely surpassed our expectations. Press releases often focus on headline measures – the
proportion of students who achieved a particular threshold – but it is the progress measures which
are really important. We await the official Progress 8 figure in October but early indications are
that it will be very strong within the context of boys’ achievement placing us within the top 10%
for boys’ achievement nationally and top 20% of schools overall. This is absolutely superb and a
credit to the talent, commitment and hard work of our students and all the staff at the school. We
are very proud of them all.
A new school year welcomes several new teachers to the school and they have all quickly found
their feet. As ever, the email addresses of all teaching staff are on the Contacts page of the school
website and please do get in touch with any of your son’s teachers if you have any questions
about the year ahead.
Eagle-eyed parents and carers will have spotted our brand new school website www.st-birinus-school.org.uk – which looks brilliant and is also a mine of information about the
school. Through the website you can access the school’s Twitter feed - @StBirinusSchool - and I
would encourage all parents and carers to do so as it is a superb way to keep up to date with the
day-to-day life of the school.
Students have almost certainly come home over the last week and commented on the
refurbishment of the school. The main block and Hall have been revitalised and now showcase
wonderful examples of our students’ work and feature quotations which reflect the school’s ethos
and the aspirations of our students. The refurbishment of the Gym student toilets will begin shortly
and this will be part of a rolling programme across the student toilets in the school. As I have said
to students in assemblies, our students should have the very best facilities and we are ensuring
that this is the case.
A great many parents and carers have already had a chance to see the refurbishment at this
week’s Parent Information Evenings (Years 8-11) and there will be many other opportunities during the year to do so. I should also add that if you were unable to attend the Parent Information
Evening for any year group then the presentations will be available on the school website next
week.

The development of our relationship with Didcot Girls’ School within the umbrella of the
Ridgeway Education Trust continues to be fruitful for our students. I am delighted that
Mr Dingley, Head of Music at Didcot Girls’ School, has been appointed as the first Director of
Music for the Trust. This means that he will be working across both schools developing our joint
provision and working particularly closely with our new Music teacher Mr West. Perhaps the most
exciting element of this is the launch of joint extra-curricular Music across both the schools –
boys and girls in the same choirs, bands and orchestras – and the initial culmination of this
development will be our joint concert in the Didcot Leisure Centre in December. Obviously much
more to follow on this.
Other great curriculum developments include the launch of Mandarin Chinese for all of Year 7 in
conjunction with the Swire Language Programme and the Mandarin Excellence Programme; the
start of the GCSE Dance course led by Mrs Hook; our joint provision with Abingdon and Witney
College offering both Motor Vehicle and Construction courses to our Key Stage 4 courses; and an
innovative course we are offering Key Stage 4 students in partnership with the Earth Trust. It is
truly a broad and varied curriculum with something for everyone. Of course, we mustn’t forget
extra-curricular activities – we never do in The Saint! – and the full programme for the term is
now available on the website.
Finally, I must congratulate our new Year 7 students who have made a great start to their time
with us under the watchful eye of Mr Wood and the excellent Year 7 tutor team. Well done to
them all.
I look forward to seeing you during the school year.
John Marston, Headteacher

DIARY:

17 - 21 Sept 2018 WEEK

MON 17

A

24 - 28 Sept 2018 WEEK

B

MON 24

TUE 18

Year 9 Parent Information Evening 6.30pm

TUE 25

WED 19

Year 7 Welcome Evening

WED 26

Open Evening 6pm—8pm

THU 20

THU 27

Geography visit to Swanage & Studland Y11

FRI 21

FRI 28

DofE Day Walk Y9

School Photographs Years 7, 9 and 11

SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS
Years 7, 9 and 11 will be
having their school photos
taken on Wednesday
19 September 2018.

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award meetings are taking place on:
Bronze every Tuesday 3.30pm in T12
Silver Wednesday 3rd October 3.30pm in T12

Gold Wednesday 3rd October in T12 period 4
Should you wish to email regarding Duke of Edinburgh’s awards, the email address is
DofE@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk
Miss Neal

SBS PTA Calendars for 2019
The school PTA have launched a new fund-raising initiative this term. We have used Artwork
from SBS/Didcot Sixth Form pupils to create a fund-raising calendar for 2019. The calendar has
been customised to include school term dates, INSET days, parents’ evenings, exam windows
etc. Important dates for the autumn term are also listed.

Cost: £8 each
It would be fantastic if you could support us in this new venture and buy a calendar. All the
profits go towards buying extra equipment for the school. There are several ways to buy:
We will be selling/taking orders for calendars at various school events over the autumn term
(parent information evenings, Year 7 social evening, school concert).
Order by contacting us via Twitter, the St Birinus PTA Facebook page, or our e-mail address
SBSPTA@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk
Send in the order form attached below to school, together with payment (cash or cheque
made payable to “St Birinus School Association PTA”).

Thank you in advance for your support.
SBS PTA 2019 Calendar Order Form
I would like to order ____ calendars @ £8 each and enclose payment by cash/cheque* (*delete as applicable).

Name and Tutor Group of pupil:

Orders will be sent home via your son.

(Please return to Student Services)

