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THE SAINT 
   Weekly newsletter 
   19 March 2021 

Back To Business 
Our first full week back in school post December closure has been a really good 

one ... 

 

Lessons, corridors, break and lunch feel positive and vibrant and it genuinely 

feels like we have found our step incredibly quickly after a crash course last 

week for both staff and students on "how we do things here". Aside a residual 

fatigue due to the constant shifts and continued uncertainty around the  

pandemic, the community seems glad to be back and particularly glad that  

basketball and football are back on the menu up on the top playground. 

 

The process for awarding grades for both Year 11 and Year 13 continues to be 

confirmed as the exam boards drip feed guidance and updates. Mr Cross,  

Director of Sixth Form, and Miss Hanna, Head of Year 13, led a very informative 

evening on Wednesday, sharing what we know, how we intend approach coming 

weeks, Term 5 and the end game. Mr Irwin and I will offer the same opportunity 

next Wednesday to the parents and students of Year 11. Cognisant and  

confident of their autonomy and genuine ability to really influence grades over 

coming weeks, the students in both year groups are working exceptionally hard 

and have demonstrated the most incredible resilience amidst so much disruption 

over the last 12 months. 

 

The Main Hall seems strangely empty today as the Lateral Flow Device testing 

ceased on Wednesday afternoon having delivered close to 3000 tests across nine 

days - A logistical feat which had to be seen to be believed but one which has 

epitomised the very best of SBS collaboration and team so prominent since the 

start of the pandemic. My thanks go to all who have supported the process - 

over and above the intensity of the day to day, delivering such professional and 

indeed clinical facility within a school is something to be really proud of. 

 

Year 9 Parents' Evening also took place on Wednesday on SchoolCloud, and 

feedback has been very positive and upbeat about the return to school and, of 

course, the engagement in online learning over Term 3. It has also been an  

absolute pleasure to see swathes of boys heading to PE after school, all excitedly 

off to training and extra-curricular clubs. The opportunity to spend time doing 

something you really like with like-minded peers has got to be heartily  

encouraged and celebrated. 

 

I met with the PTA on Tuesday evening and I must say just how grateful I am 

and we are, as a school, for their incredible efforts to raise funds and support 

the community throughout this difficult period for us all. In spite of constraints, 

they have managed huge financial contributions to support the purchase of  

outdoor furniture around the site, a brilliant upgrade to one of the engineering 

rooms (see photos on next page), lighting for the drama studio and reading 

books for the English Department. They are at present gathering a large store of 

school uniform which can be purchased through the SBS PTA Facebook group. 

With retail still locked down and boys shooting up at a rate of knots, this could 

be of real help for families. 

 

Thank you, as ever, for all your support and encouragement from home and I 

wish you a restful and relaxing weekend. 

 

Mr W Manning 

Headteacher 

 (01235) 814444 

 stbirinus@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk 

 www.st-birinus-school.org.uk 

  @StBirinusSchool 
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Room T3 Make-over With thanks 
to the PTA 
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DIARY: 22 March—26 March 2021 WEEK B          29 March—2 April 2021 WEEK A 

MON 22  MON 29  

TUE 23  TUE 30  

WED 24 Year 11 Parents’ Information Evening—on Zoom WED 31 Year 8 HPV Immunisations  

THU 25  THU 1 Term Ends at 3.15pm 

FRI 26  FRI 2  

School Term Dates 2020/2021 Dates For 
Your Diary 

Thursday 1 April 2021 Term 4 Ends (3.15pm finish) 

Monday 19 April 2021 Term 5 Commences 

Friday 28 May 2021 Term 5 Ends 

Monday 7 June 2021 
Inset Day - School Closed to Students  

except for Public Examinations 

Tuesday 8 June 2021 Term 6 Commences 

Tuesday 20 July 2021 Term 6 Ends (12:30pm finish) 

Please  
Remember: 

Could we please remind parents that when they are dropping 
off or picking up their child(ren) that they should remain  

considerate to our neighbours and make sure they are not 
blocking driveways. 

Many thanks. 



 4 

 

COVID Testing Lateral Flow Home Testing Programme 

All students should now have received two home testing kits containing a total of 
six Lateral Flow Tests to use at home. Further kits will be sent out next week so 
that testing can continue throughout the Easter holidays. 
 
Instructions for the testing process should have gone home with the boys’ tests, but 
if this has been lost they can also be found here. Please find below a quick summary 
of the process: 
 

 

Tests should be taken on Sunday and Wednesday evenings. Once you have  
completed your test, the results need to be reported to both the NHS and the 
school by using the two links below: 
 
1. Report to the NHS 
 
2. Report to St Birinus School 
 
It is essential that you report the results in both places for contact tracing and for 
maintaining appropriate stock level purposes.  
 
Please note that although testing kits have been handed out to all students,  
participation in the testing programme continues to be voluntary.   For more  
information on how personal data is used for testing please see the detailed  
privacy notice, which can be found here. 
  
Negative tests 
Those with a negative LFD test result can attend school, unless they have  
individually been advised otherwise by NHS Test and Trace or Public Health  
professionals (for example as a close contact). 
 
Positive tests 
If your son’s test is positive: 
 
1. Please contact the school on covidqueries@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk immediately 

with your son’s name, tutor group and the best number to call you on so that 
we can commence contact tracing. 

 
2. Your son and all of your household (and support bubble) will need to self-

isolate in line with the government guidance for households with possible  
coronavirus infection, and book a confirmatory PCR test. If the subsequent 
PCR test is negative and he remains symptom free he will be able to return to 
school.  

 
Please note that the asymptomatic testing programme does not replace the current 
testing policy for those with symptoms. Anyone with symptoms (even if they  
recently had a negative LFD test result), should still self-isolate immediately  
according to government guidelines and book a PCR test. 
 
Please note that even if you have received the Covid-19 vaccine you will still need to 
follow Public Health guidance in the event of a positive test. 
 
If your son has had Covid-19 within the last 90 days he does not have to take a  
lateral flow test during this period. However, should he choose to test and receives 
a positive result you would still need to treat the test as positive and follow Public 
Health guidance and self-isolate. 
 
Thank you for your support with this programme. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/957271/COVID-19-self-test-instructions.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=bTdgoopD6UC_KVK4096qKALqUfYiPgFEhFDzL4-E99lUNzUwREhMODVBNksxWk82UE1LWFpaUTVRVy4u
https://stbirinusschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/SBS-Privacy-Notice-for-Mass-Testing.pdf?t=1615816640?ts=1615816640
mailto:covidqueries@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk
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PTA News Virtual Balloon Race 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As we are currently unable to run ‘in person’ events, SBS PTA would 

like to invite you, your friends and family to join in a fun, eco-friendly, 

virtual Easter balloon race to raise much needed funds for our school. 

The race starts from the Wailing Wall, Jerusalem on Easter Sunday, 4 April and is 

open to all! Here are the details:  

 

How do I enter?  

Each balloon costs just £3, of which £2.34 goes direct to the school. You can also 

buy gift codes for family and friends.  

Simply go to our supporters’ page at: 

ST BIRINUS SCHOOL ASSOCIATION - fundraising at Ecoracing  

You can spend as much (or little!) time and effort as you want thinking of the best 

strategy/ decoration for your balloon.  

 

Why enter? 

There are many good reasons to enter: 

 To raise money for our school! ‘BUY BALLOONS TO BUY BOOKS’    

All money raised from this fundraiser will be used to purchase new books for 

the English department which will benefit all the students in Years 7 to 11. 

 To win a prize! For the balloons which go furthest, the race organiser is  

offering a 1st prize of £500 cash; 2nd an iPad; 3rd 10 x £10 book tokens. As 

other causes will also be in the race SBS PTA will award prizes to the owners 

of balloons which go furthest, of those registered to our cause. That could be 

YOU!  

 Cash prize and donated prizes including McDonalds vouchers, Easter eggs 

donated by Asda, £20 Tesco gift card, and some lovely Easter treats donated 

by Marks and Spencers including a giant chocolate bunny (RRP£25). 

 To have some fun with family and friends! The race is open to all and lasts 

for 7 days. Many of us are not able to see family and friends at present, so, 

instead of an Easter Egg, why not buy someone a balloon and then stay in 

touch to see how you are both doing (and see who goes furthest!)? 

 

Then, what next? 

Please encourage others to enter the race by sharing our link using the Social  

Media tabs on your account dashboard.  The race starts at midday on Easter  

Sunday, 4 April and lasts seven days.  You can tweak your balloon right up to 

launch time and then log back into your account to track your balloon throughout 

the race.  We will receive a race report showing where our supporters’ balloons fin-

ish and will be announcing the SBS PTA winners. 

 

Thank you for your support and good luck! 

 

Any questions, please contact us at SBS_PTA@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk  

https://ecoracing.co/user/page/1361
mailto:SBS_PTA@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk
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Weightlifting 
Success 

SBS Success at the Weightlifting Virtual 

English Championships  

At the weekend, the St Birinus weightlifting team competed in the Virtual 

English Championships with very impressive results.  

 

Corey Swaine competed in U23 age group with a bodyweight of 64.90kg lift-

ing a very impressive snatch of 76 kg and a clean and jerk of 85 kg.  This 

placed him in second position in his category, gaining a silver medal.  

 

Harrison Deeley competed in U17 age group, also performed very well,  

earning himself a gold medal once more after successfully defending his title 

as English Champion. Harrison competed with a bodyweight of 72.70 kg,  

lifting 75 kg in the snatch and a whopping 105 kg clean and jerk.  

 

Seb Lawton U17’s, competed with a bodyweight of 57.60 kg also defended 

his English title, winning gold with a snatch of 70 kg and clean and jerk of 

85 kg. 

 

All round a very impressive result from the team, particularly as they had to 

train at home during lockdown.  We hope to see the team continue to win 

medals in future competitions.  

 

With much respect to Coach Karlsson for helping us with our lifting. 
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Information 
Contacting School 

If you wish to send an email to 

school, please either use  

stbirinus@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk 

or the contact form on the school 

website  

(https://www.st-birinus-

school.org.uk/247/contact-details). 

 

Please do not use 

‘9314129@capita-intouch.co.uk‘ 

as this inbox is not monitored.  Please 

check that your email provider or 

phone has not automatically stored 

the capita-intouch email to your 

school contact in your email address 

book. 

 From the Website 

Please visit the school website 

for the latest news stories,  

community news, PTA and much 

more: 

 

http://www.st-birinus-

school.org.uk/259/news-blog 

http://www.st-birinus-

school.org.uk/2548/community-

news  

 

http://www.st-birinus-

school.org.uk/2218/school-

fundraising-and-pta 

 

Vacancies 

 

St Birinus School 

have no current vacancies. 

 

Didcot Girls School 

have vacancies for a Design & Technology Teacher and a daytime 

cleaner.  For further information, please click the relevant link  

below: 

Vacancy for a Design & Technology Teacher 

Vacancy for a Daytime Cleaner 

 

Sutton Courtenay C of E Primary School 

have a vacancy for a KS2 Teacher.  For further information, please 

click the link below: 

Vacancy for a KS2 Teacher 

Red Nose Day 2021 

 

Today is Red Nose Day - if you would like to donate to the Red Nose 
Day Appeal through the school, please follow this link:  

Red Nose Day Donations 

mailto:stbirinus@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk
https://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/247/contact-details
https://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/247/contact-details
mailto:9314129@capita-intouch.co.uk
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/259/news-blog
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/259/news-blog
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/2548/community-news
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/2548/community-news
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/2548/community-news
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/2218/school-fundraising-and-pta
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/2218/school-fundraising-and-pta
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/2218/school-fundraising-and-pta
https://www.didcotgirls.oxon.sch.uk/3696/design-and-technology-teacher
https://www.didcotgirls.oxon.sch.uk/3480/daytime-cleaner
https://www.suttoncourtenayprimary.co.uk/ks2-teacher/
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=3423


 8 

 

Online  
Social Media Checklists 

 
To support your son in keeping safe 

online, we would recommend taking a 

look at the following link, which provides 

you with instructions and guidance on 

how to ensure their social media  

accounts, including Tik Tok, Instagram, 

Facebook and SnapChat are kept private.  

 

Provided are downable booklets that 

guide you through changing these profile 

settings.  

https://swgfl.org.uk/resources/checklists/ 

 

Accessing Our Online  
Platforms (Email,  

Satchel:One and Teams) 
 
At SBS, we aim to support the appropriate 

and effective use of digital technology 

within education to give all students the 

opportunity to improve and develop their 

digital skills. 

 

Please visit the school website where you 

will find further information plus various 

video tutorials on the different software 

platforms/applications the school uses:  

www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/3361/digital

-sbs 

How Students Can Access 
Microsoft Teams 

 

Step 1: Go to the SBS school website: www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/ 

 

Step 2: Scroll down to the bottom of the website and select 
‘SharePoint’. 

 

Step 3: Log in using your school login details, which will be your 
school email address and set password.  

 

Step 4: Select Teams 

 

Step 5: Select the class you would like to view.  

 

 

Step 6: Select Files to view uploaded work/resources and to  
access set assignments, select Assignments. 

 

 

Step 7: You will then need to access these areas for each of your 
classes. To return to your class tiles, select ‘Teams’ on the left of 
your screen.  

 

 

It is important that your son logs in on a daily basis to his Satchel:One and school 

email account, as well as the Microsoft Teams platform (especially the Files section 

of each of his Team classes). 

For those families who have a smartphone and/or a Tablet, each of these platforms 

can be downloaded through the apps store, which should make the experience of 

using these platforms easier. 

https://swgfl.org.uk/resources/checklists/
https://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/3361/digital-sbs
https://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/3361/digital-sbs
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/
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Careers Year 8 Careers Event 
WOW 360 

Coming soon! Year 8 Careers event - WOW 360 (World of Work). 

This event will take place during your PD lessons in week 5 of this 

term. You will have a session looking at the amazing variety of  

employment opportunities available and the employability skills you 

might need to get there. More information to follow during tutor 

time over the next week. A parent survey has been emailed out (via 

Microsoft Forms) and is also linked here: https://forms.office.com/

Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=bTdgoopD6UC_KVK4096qKAW_U-

_elh9Ksm3-

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=bTdgoopD6UC_KVK4096qKAW_U-_elh9Ksm3-_KwI9DFUNEFWWDFFRUJETTBFTVBVSFNQSzU2VlpaSi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=bTdgoopD6UC_KVK4096qKAW_U-_elh9Ksm3-_KwI9DFUNEFWWDFFRUJETTBFTVBVSFNQSzU2VlpaSi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=bTdgoopD6UC_KVK4096qKAW_U-_elh9Ksm3-_KwI9DFUNEFWWDFFRUJETTBFTVBVSFNQSzU2VlpaSi4u
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Careers Careers Notices 
Get yourself ahead! 

All Years 

Miss Nutley’s SBS Guide to Careers 

Resources 

https://www.loom.com/

share/70a10c18a2f5410ebc1a6fd21b098d01 

 

All years 

Fees Apply. Work Experience opportunities 

with InvestIN, 2021.  Use code 

DIDCOTBIRINUS10 for 10% off 

Years 10-13: Find out what life in your 

dream career is truly like from top 

professionals in their fields, get hands on 

with our interactive activities and receive 

career coaching to help give you that 

competitive edge. These opportunities are 

running Live Online and In-Person at 

weekends across the Spring Term. Clink the 

links below for more details: 

Architecture | Art | Computer Science | 

Dentistry | Engineering | 

Entrepreneurship | Fashion Design | 

Filmmaking | International 

Development | Investment Banking | 

Journalism | Law | Management 

Consultancy | Marketing | Medicine | 

Music | Politics | Psychology | 

Publishing | Veterinary Science  

Years 7 - 9: Computer Science | 

Engineering | Law | Medicine 

 

Years 10-11  

College Updates: 

Abingdon and Witney College  

15 minute College presentation:  

https://youtu.be/AZlFdt9cTLc 

City of Oxford College 

10 minute video guide to the College: 

https://youtu.be/hIwhld-Jazg 

 

Years 10-13 

Free Virtual work experience programmes - 

most of which are taking place between 6 

and 16 April. They involve around 10 hours of 

activity and students can take part in the 

programmes alongside school or other 

commitments. Programmes covering 

everything from the music business, 

journalism, finance, law, fashion, 

teaching, dentistry and plenty more- all 

with exciting speakers from their respective 

industries.  You can find the programmes and 

apply using this link. 

 

Years 12-13 

Vantage will be partnering with The Widening 

Access Network (WAN) again to run two new 

online events in March and April. 

The new ‘Demystifying Commercial Law’ 

workshop will be running on Thursday 25 

March and Thursday 15 April from 6pm – 

7.30pm and will tell students about the 

routes into commercial law, what industry 

jargon like a training contract and the SQE 

mean and will provide them with top hints 

and tips on what they can start doing now to 

prepare for their future career.  To sign up, 

please click here. 

 

Years 12-13 

Uni Taster Tuesdays: https://

www.unitasterdays.com/on-demand.aspx 

University guidance videos and Webinars for 

school groups and students 

 

Videos to support students who are 

considering university to make informed 

future decisions. They feature guest speakers 

from a range of different universities, who 

are always experts in the subject they are 

speaking about. They are always 

independent, impartial, and under one hour. 

They include general content students will 

find useful – like how to write personal 

statements, student finance, UCAS 

applications and more. 

DGS and SBS employ the services of a Careers Adviser, from Adviza,  

Angela Walker. Angela provides impartial careers information, advice and  

guidance. Please do feel free to contact Angela with your Career and Further and 

Higher Education queries via: 07827 947326 or email: angelawalker@adviza.org.uk 

https://www.loom.com/share/70a10c18a2f5410ebc1a6fd21b098d01
https://www.loom.com/share/70a10c18a2f5410ebc1a6fd21b098d01
https://investin.org/collections/architecture
https://investin.org/collections/art
https://investin.org/collections/computer-science
https://investin.org/collections/dentistry
https://investin.org/collections/engineering
https://investin.org/collections/entrepreneurship
https://investin.org/collections/fashion
https://investin.org/collections/filmmaking
https://investin.org/collections/international-development
https://investin.org/collections/international-development
https://investin.org/collections/investment-banking
https://investin.org/collections/journalism
https://investin.org/collections/law
https://investin.org/collections/management-consultancy
https://investin.org/collections/management-consultancy
https://investin.org/collections/marketing
https://investin.org/collections/medicine
https://investin.org/collections/music
https://investin.org/collections/politics
https://investin.org/collections/psychology
https://investin.org/collections/publishing
https://investin.org/collections/veterinary-science
https://investin.org/pages/computerscience
https://investin.org/pages/engineering
https://investin.org/pages/engineering
https://investin.org/pages/law
https://investin.org/pages/law
https://investin.org/pages/medicine
https://youtu.be/AZlFdt9cTLc
https://youtu.be/hIwhld-Jazg
https://app1.campus-site.com/public/e/click/IGDLCJnwfr0HlYVt49Jf6Q/yD1BnF4fJ5N_b4hB3ZF4hw
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/demistifying-commercial-law-tickets-143129511221
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/demistifying-commercial-law-tickets-143129511221
https://www.unitasterdays.com/on-demand.aspx
https://www.unitasterdays.com/on-demand.aspx
mailto:angelawalker@adviza.org.uk

