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Lessons In Leadership 

Mr W Manning 
Headteacher  

 

A real highlight for me this week was the Rising Year 12 Open 

Evening on Wednesday. Mr Cross, Director of Didcot 6th Form, 

masterminded a very slick remote event through a  

Zoom webinar with live input from key staff and, impressively, 

the Year 13 Head Boy, George Cummins, and Head Girl,  

Emily Green, who absolutely stole the show. There is a very 

clear direction of travel for the 6th Form in terms of its  

ambition, aspiration, achievement and the pervading culture 

and ethos of collegiality and friendship.  

 

Despite the ongoing shroud of the pandemic, confidence,  

courage and collaboration continue to be nurtured and  

celebrated. Boys in the main school enjoyed the opportunity in 

lessons to step up on our Leadership Day on Thursday.  

Adolescent personalities shone and the conversation about 

service, role modelling and the essential constituents of  

effective leadership was only furthered on International Men's 

Day.   

 

Amidst the dark afternoons, raw elements of mid-November 

and the challenge of disclosures of COVID cases within the 

lower school this week, I step back, observe and am  

repeatedly inspired by the energy, character and relentless  

determination of staff. The uncertainty and seemingly infinite 

nature of this pandemic is sapping for all of us, but teachers 

are brilliantly fuelled by the buoyant courtesy and irrepressible 

good humour of our young people. Learning continues at a 

pace and the standards that we aspire to daily are impressive 

in spite of COVID and the constrictions it places on our natural 

rhythm and school working. Focus on the remote package to 

support learners at home is relentless and once again  

Satchel:One is absolutely central.  

 

As a community, we seem to understand these constraints well 

and I am inordinately grateful for the levels of patience and 

empathy shown by SBS parents, especially when protocol  

sadly dictates extended time away from school for self-

isolation.  

 

I wish you all a safe and restful weekend.  



 

Thought For 
The Term 

Communication and Connection  

It’s OK not to feel OK. Read that again.  It’s OK not to feel OK.  Let it sink 

in.  Think about those words.  Understand that little phrase and feel how 

you are feeling, because right now it is truer than ever. 

 

Understanding how you are feeling and why you might be feeling a  

certain way is really important.  Some people are very good at this.  They 

know themselves, are comfortable with emotions and will freely express 

themselves.  Others are less sure. Emotions might have brought pain or 

stress in the past, so they are best avoided. Kept buried deep.  Talking 

can be hard because the words sometimes do not seem to come out right 

or nothing comes out at all.  It’s difficult to express how you feel when 

sometimes you may not really know. 

 

I am always amazed at the resilience of our young people, their courage 

and tenacity to keep going and make the most of their time at school.  

Returning to full time education after six months off was an exciting yet 

daunting prospect.  At St Birinus, staff have rediscovered students'  

enthusiasm for learning and are grateful for their support of new rules 

and expectations in an ever-changing context.   We are delighted to see 

students back with their friends in a familiar environment.  However, I 

find myself asking, as Safeguarding Lead, is this every student's reality?  

Are there young people who maybe don’t say it, but don’t feel OK? And 

who knows that they don’t feel OK?  Parents?  Friends?  I think about 

those young people every day, as do Heads of Year and Tutors. 

 

As a Trust we consistently remind all students that support is available if 

“OK” is not your reality.  We need to be aware of our feelings.  Things 

around us are constantly changing and our feelings will change with this.  

Never has it been a more important time to reach out to a trusted adult if 

you aren’t feeling OK.  At St Birinus and at Didcot Girls’ School, staff are 

ready to help and support in any way that they can.  We have three 

school counsellors across both sites and school health nurses.  There are 

also a range of pastoral staff who would welcome any type of  

conversation.  Know that there is no judgement, just support.  Know that 

it is always better to say something to someone than to say nothing at all.  

Know that it's alright not to feel OK, and know that connection and  

communication will have a positive impact. 

Marianna Tottman  

Assistant Headteacher 

St Birinus School  



DIARY: 23 - 27 Nov 2020  WEEK B                    30 Nov - 4 Dec 2020  WEEK A 

MON 23  MON 30  

TUE 24  TUE 1  

WED 25  WED 2 Year 7 Virtual Parents Evening: 7AHR, 7CSV, 7AXW 

THU 26  THU 3  

FRI 27  FRI 4  

School Term Dates 2020/2021 
Dates For 
Your Diary 

 
Wednesday 2 December 

Year 7 Virtual Parents’ Evening  

7AHR, 7CSV, 7AXW 

Wednesday 16 December 
Year 7 Virtual Parents’ Evening 

7SEG, 7DRS, 7ZIE 

Friday 18 December 2020 Term 2 Ends (12:30pm finish) 

Monday 4 January 2021 Inset Day - School Closed to Students 

Tuesday 5 January 2021 Term 3 Commences 

Wednesday 20 January Year 8 Virtual Parents’ Evening 

Wednesday 27 January Year 10 Virtual Parents’ Evening 

Friday 12 February 2021 Term 3 Ends 

Monday 22 February 2021 Term 4 Commences 

Wednesday 17 March Year 9 Virtual Parent’s Evening 

Wednesday 31 March Year 11 Virtual Parents’ Evening 

Thursday 1 April 2021 Term 4 Ends (12:30pm finish) 

Monday 19 April 2021 Term 5 Commences 

Friday 28 May 2021 Term 5 Ends 

Monday 7 June 2021 
Inset Day - School Closed to Students 

Except for Public Examinations 

Tuesday 8 June 2021 Term 6 Commences 

Tuesday 20 July 2021 Term 6 Ends (12:30pm finish) 



Contacting School 
 

If you wish to send an email to school, please either use 

stbirinus@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk or the contact form 

on the school website  

(https://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/247/contact-details).  

Please do not use ‘9314129@capita-intouch.co.uk ‘ 

as this inbox is not monitored.  Please check that your 

email provider or phone has not automatically stored the 

capita-intouch email to your school contact in your email 

address book. 

Information 

Lost Property 
 

There is a great deal of lost property currently being held 

at Student Services, especially coats and water bottles.   

If your son is missing any items, please encourage him to 

check with Student Services to see if it is there. 

 

Anything not collected by the end of term will be  

disposed of! 

 

 

mailto:9314129@capita-intouch.co.uk


Wellbeing 
  

 

Think Ninja! 
ThinkNinja App - https://www.healios.org.uk/services/thinkninja1  

 

ThinkNinja is a mental health app designed for 10 to 18 year olds. 

Using a variety of content and tools, it allows young people to learn 

about mental health and emotional wellbeing, and develop skills they 

can use to build resilience and stay well.  It has been made free to all 

to download during the coronavirus pandemic.   

 

ThinkNinja uses the principles of cognitive behavioural therapy 

(CBT). CBT is a talking therapy that can help your child manage their 

problems by changing the way they think and behave. 

 

The app has a variety of content and tools including: 

• an AI-driven chatbot (the WiseNinja) that acts as a mentor and 

"virtual coach in the pocket" 

• goal setting – the ability to set and revisit specific goals 

• mood rating – a daily mood rating that allows your child to track 

their mood 

• techniques for beating stress, dealing with negative thoughts, 

coping with difficult feelings, and how to relax and improve 

sleep 

 

In response to increased anxiety about the coronavirus, new content 

has been added to help: 

• address fears relating to the virus 

• cope with isolation and stay connected to family and friends 

• deal with concerns about personal health and the health of  

family members 

• build mental strength 

• develop coping techniques to use during the crisis 

 

 

https://www.healios.org.uk/services/thinkninja1
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/cognitive-behavioural-therapy-cbt/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/cognitive-behavioural-therapy-cbt/


PTA News PTA Logo Winners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for the entries received for the PTA Logo Competition. 

The PTA members voted on the entries and the winners were: 

Overall winner:  Boracay Arnold 8BKD 

Prize: £30 Amazon voucher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Year Group Winners 

Prize £10 Amazon voucher 

 

Noah Gilbert 7ZIE  Josh Preston 9WCC   Jack Fostekew 10 AJT 

                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to the art department for their support. 

 

Look out for the winning design on PTA correspondence in the future. 

  







Please visit the school website for the latest 
news stories, community news, PTA and much 
more… 

http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/259/news-blog  

http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/2548/community-
news  

http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/2218/school-fundraising
-and-pta  

From The 
Website 

Vacancies 
St Birinus School have vacancies for exam  
invigilators.  For further information, please click 
this link: 

Vacancy for PA to the Headteacher 

 
Didcot Girls School have vacancies for a Science 
Teacher, a temporary Science Teacher and 
school cleaners.  For further information, please 
click this link: 

Vacancy for science teacher 

Vacancy for school cleaners 

 

http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/259/news-blog
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/2548/community-news
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/2548/community-news
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/2218/school-fundraising-and-pta
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/2218/school-fundraising-and-pta
https://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/1654/pa-to-the-headteacher
https://www.didcotgirls.oxon.sch.uk/3334/science-teacher
http://www.didcotgirls.oxon.sch.uk/3049/school-cleaner-1


Social Media Checklists 
 
To support your son in keeping safe online, we 

would recommend taking a look at the following 

link, which provides you with instructions and  

guidance on how to ensure their social media  

accounts, including Tik Tok, Instagram, Facebook 

and SnapChat are kept private.  

 

Provided are downable booklets that guide you 

through changing these profile settings.  

https://swgfl.org.uk/resources/checklists/ 

Online  

Accessing Our Online Platforms 
 

(Email, Satchel:One and Teams) 

 

At SBS, we aim to support the appropriate and 

effective use of digital technology within  

education to give all students the opportunity 

to improve and develop their digital skills. 

 

Please visit the school website where you will 

find further information plus various video  

tutorials on the different software platforms/

applications the school uses:  

www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/3361/digital-sbs 

https://swgfl.org.uk/resources/checklists/
https://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/3361/digital-sbs


Online  How Students Can Access 
Microsoft Teams 

Step 1: Go to the SBS school website: 

www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/ 

 

Step 2: Scroll down to the bottom of the website and  
select ‘SharePoint’. 

Step 3: Log in using your school login details, which will be 
your school email address and set password.  

 

 

Step 4: Select Teams 

Step 5: Select the class you would like to view.  

http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/


Online  How Students Can Access 
Microsoft Teams 

Step 6: Select Files to view uploaded work/resources and to  
access set assignments, select Assignments. 

Step 7: You will then need to access these areas for each of 
your classes. To return to your class tiles, select ‘Teams’ on 
the left of your screen.  

It is important that your son logs in on a daily basis to his  

Satchel:One and school email account, as well as the Microsoft 

Teams platform (especially the Files section of each of his Team 

classes). 

 

For those families who have a smartphone and/or a Tablet, each of 

these platforms can be downloaded through the apps store, which 

should make the experience of using these platforms easier. 



Careers Careers Notices 
Get yourself ahead! 

 

We are looking to further develop our Careers provision for 

our pupils and are looking to hear from employers/ees who 

would be willing to be contacted about further opportunities 

at both St Birinus and Didcot Girls’ School, such as offering 

virtual talks with students about your career, carrying out a 

mock interview etc.  For more information or to offer your 

support, please contact Stuart George via 

sgeorge@didcotgirls.oxon.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Years 

Parents & Carers: Helping your child begin their  

career journey, is ready to download now for free! 

With the help of sponsor; JP Morgan, this guide includes 

case studies, brand new info on T-levels, plus guest articles 

on university, mental health, encouraging young women into 

engineering, and more. 

This guide has also been made so parents/carers can use it 

as a tool to help young people prepare for their future. 

There's a step-by-step guide to help them focus on career 

paths connected to their skills and interests. Also  

included is a worksheet you design to be completed by the 

parent/carer and young person together so that they can 

make tangible progress as a result of working through this 

guide. Available to view online for free via: https://

tinyurl.com/yydtjd7m 

https://tinyurl.com/yydtjd7m
https://tinyurl.com/yydtjd7m


Careers Careers Notices 
Get yourself ahead! 

Years 7- 13  

Virtual STEM Careers and Skills Week – 20 online  

sessions with unlimited places at one of the world’s most 

prestigious science and engineering firms! 

Looking for an opportunity to find out more about careers in 

Science, Technology, Engineering and Sustainability?  

Between 7 - 11 December, we’ve partnered with one of the 

world’s biggest science and engineering firms, Johnson  

Matthey, to run a virtual skills and careers week. Each  

evening, scientists, engineers and other professionals from 

across the firm will be running a range of one-hour careers 

information events, including: 

Finance; Law; Engineering; Tech Start-Ups; Scientific 

Research; Information Technology (IT); Graduate 

and Apprenticeship Schemes; Strategy and Business 

Development; Human Resources (HR) 

Go to the Speakers for Schools Experience portal now to see 

what’s on offer – we have unlimited places and students can 

sign up for as many sessions throughout the week as they 

like! Go to https://www.speakersforschools.org/        

for more information and to register or email:  

experience@speakersforschools.org  

 

Years 9 -13 

Fact Sheet on the Top 100 Apprenticeship Employers 

2020.  The new annual rankings of England’s top  

apprenticeship employers have been developed by High  

Fliers Research for the National Apprenticeship Service, to 

help students and their parents understand the  

apprenticeship opportunities available at the country’s  

leading employers. 

https://www.topapprenticeshipemployers.co.uk/

Factsheet_Top100AppEmp20.pdf 

https://www.speakersforschools.org/
mailto:experience@speakersforschools.org


Careers Careers Notices 
Get yourself ahead! 

Year 11 

Abingdon and Witney College - 15 minute presentation for Year 11 

pupils: https://youtu.be/AZlFdt9cTLc 

Activate Learning-City of Oxford College and Blackbird Leys 

Technology College, Oxford 

https://oxme.info/cms/events/city-oxford-college-open-event Wed 25 

November 4-8pm 

You can view an audio presentation for City of Oxford College via: 

https://youtu.be/HzS-uqiXlDA 

We are inviting students to book up to three virtual 1:1 appointments 

with either a subject specialist tutor or a member of our careers, support 

or Apprenticeship teams. Each appointment is a 15 minute chat during 

which students can ask as many questions as they have, discuss course 

details and their next steps. These appointments can be booked via our 

website – 

https://www.activatelearning.ac.uk/events/2020/nov/banbury-and-

bicester-college-november-open-event  

https://www.activatelearning.ac.uk/events/2020/nov/city-of-oxford-

college-november-open-event 

 

Years 11, 12 & 13 

New Webinar tool for students 

You can access the Webinars tool via a new tile on your Homepage. You 

can browse upcoming webinars and (soon) past webinars as well: 

We are kicking off our student webinars with the Subject Discovery 

Webinar Series, where university speakers will discuss what it’s 

like to study various popular subjects, potential career  

pathways, and how students can boost their chances of getting 

in. 

The webinars will cover the most shortlisted subjects on Unifrog: 

Liberal Arts and Sciences Monday 23 November @ 16:00  

Law Tuesday 24 November @ 16:00  

Business and management Wednesday 25 November @ 16:00 

Creative arts Thursday 26 November @ 16:00  

Hospitality Friday 27 November @ 16:00  

Computer science Monday 30 November @ 16:00  

Engineering Tuesday 1 December @ 16:00 

Medicine Wednesday 2 December @ 16:00  

Psychology Thursday 3 December @ 16:00 

https://oxme.info/cms/events/city-oxford-college-open-event
https://youtu.be/HzS-uqiXlDA


Careers Careers Notices 
Years 12 & 13 

 The National Virtual School leaver Show 1 December, 9.30am-

4.30pm. Focusing on Higher Education. Students can register online now 

and will have the opportunity to chat with exhibitors by voice/video or 

text chat as well as download useful information and view online video 

content. The user experience is optimal when students have access to 

their own PC/phone/tablet and can navigate the event at their leisure. To 

register:  https://tinyurl.com/y4edurwx 

The National Virtual Apprenticeship Show 2 December, 9.30am-

4.30pm. To register:  https://tinyurl.com/y2c7md3t  

 

Years 12 & 13 

Interested in a Career in Law. For the first time, Vantage will be  

running two online events in December to give students in Years 12 and 

13 a taste of the skills required to succeed in a legal career, and about 

further programmes on offer to those who are interested in law. 

The first event will take place on Tuesday 1 December from 6pm to tell 

Year 12 and Year 13 students about how they can break into the legal 

profession, and what they can be doing to put themselves on the right 

track for a great career. To sign up: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/6th-

form-to-corporate-lawyer-how-to-break-into-the-legal-profession-tickets-

125769787821. 

The second event will take place on Tuesday 8 December from 5pm to 

tell Year 12 students about the Access to Ashurst programme run by 

Ashurst, a major international commercial law firm. Students will have the 

chance to meet lawyers and trainees, as well as people in Ashurst’s  

graduate recruitment team, to learn about what the law firm looks for in 

potential applicants, and they can learn about how the Access to Ashurst 

programme will help them on that path. To sign up: https://tinyurl.com/

y2pnlhs4 

 

Years 12 & 13 

UniTaster Tuesday Weekly Webinars 

Our impartial university guidance webinars have seen over 4,000  

registrations to date and have featured approaching 100 university  

practitioners. They’re continuing for the rest of the year and provide a 

great opportunity for students to find out more about key university  

guidance topics and studying different university subjects. Students can 

book places on upcoming events and browse all the recordings from 

events so far at: www.unitasterdays.com/tuesdays  

https://tinyurl.com/y4edurwx
https://tinyurl.com/y2c7md3t
http://www.unitasterdays.com/tuesdays





