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THE SAINT 
   Weekly newsletter 
   23 April 2021 

Blue Skies in Term 5 

The start to Term 5 has been bathed in glorious sunshine and spirits have been 

high. The boys have enjoyed the space and the warmth and committed to the 

new session really well. 

 

Monday was highly productive and I so appreciate your support of an additional 

day's remote learning to facilitate the essential work in departments analysing 

centre assessment, ahead of submission on 18th June. Year 11 and Year 13 are 

highly focused, as they should be, as they make their way through a series of  

in-class assessments to secure or better existing judgments. 

 

Wednesday morning, I had the opportunity to address three Year 7 masked 

form groups in the Main Hall, as opposed to what has now become standard, a 

remote Loom or a Zoom. We talked explicitly about learning, school culture, 

what the cohort have missed in terms of rights of passage within their transition 

journey but, more importantly, what they have gained in terms of resilience and 

self-reliance. I can't say how much I enjoyed a potential first glimpse of that 

normality and the opportunity to engage and transmit the essence of how we 

do things here at SBS. Simple things, but amidst the complexity that Covid  

presents, a very welcome shift. 

 

Unable to present to the whole school, the student council narrated their 

thoughts and intentions, celebrating World Earth Day on Thursday morning. 

The group of student leaders are fierce and animated conservationists and are 

busy planning accreditation for the school in the global Eco-Schools project, 

having already completed an environmental audit of the organisation. 

 

The assembly forum, along with a dynamic and agile curriculum, are such  

valuable conduits of culture, ethos and information. We seek to address global 

issues, promote 21st Century citizenship and define a modern masculinity and, 

not least, seize upon headline events outside of the Covid narrative with the 

resonance of the "Everyone's Invited" testimony. Our community focus on 

equality, diversity and inclusion forges understanding, tolerance and knowledge 

- three absolute fundaments for a harmonious and enlightened society. Woven 

into our touchstone values here at SBS, these are also the fundaments of a 

happy, progressive and inclusive school. 

 

Mr W Manning 

Headteacher 

 (01235) 814444 

 stbirinus@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk 

 www.st-birinus-school.org.uk 

  @StBirinusSchool 
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Diversity Thought for 
the Term 

The richness of life and our human experience stems from its diversity. 

The beauty of human difference, and the fact that we understand and 

recognise that each one of us is unique, is powerful and truly inspiring. 

 

The dimensions and range of our societal diversity are immense – race, 

ethnicity, gender, gender identity and sexual orientation. We embrace 

age, social class, physical ability and attributes, religious and ethical  

values, national origin, and, of course, political beliefs. 

 

Our investment and reflection in diversity is energising and thought  

provoking, prompting us to evaluate our own isolated bubble, allowing us 

new perspectives on the world and into the lives of others. When we  

understand the perspectives of others, we broaden our own. Not only do 

we become more aware, we also gain a sense of genuine pride for the 

diversity of our own culture. 

 

This knowledge and awareness provides the key to tolerance and so a 

celebration of diversity supports our unity, harmony and community. 

Community is at the very heart of our three schools and our commitment, 

therefore, to inclusion, equality and diversity is simply paramount. 

 

Mr W Manning 

Headteacher 

St Birinus School 
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DIARY: 26 April —30 April 2021 WEEK A              3 May - 7 May 2021 WEEK B 

MON 26  MON 3 Bank Holiday 

TUE 27  TUE 4  

WED 28  WED 5  

THU 29 Year 9 TdP/Men ACWY Immunisations THU 6  

FRI 30  FRI 7  

School Term Dates 2020/2021 

Dates For 
Your Diary 

Tuesday 20 April 2021 Term 5 Commences 

Friday 28 May 2021 Term 5 Ends 

Monday 7 June 2021 
Inset Day - School Closed to Students  
REMOTE WORK TO BE SET 

Tuesday 8 June 2021 Term 6 Commences 

Tuesday 20 July 2021 Term 6 Ends (12:30pm finish) 
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PTA News PTA VIRTUAL BALLOON FUNDRAISERS  

 sbs_pta@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk 

 

  St. Birinus School PTA 
 

  @PtaSbs  

Many thanks to all the people that bought a virtual balloon in the Easter 

Race.  This fundraiser has raised £476.85 which will be donated to the 

English department for buying books.   We would like to raise more 

money to buy books so we have also entered the following virtual  

balloon races: 

MAY DAY RACE launching 1st May from St Petersburg, Russia 

http://ecoracing.co/user/page/1653 

CORONATION RACE launching 2nd June from Westminster, UK 

http://ecoracing.co/user/page/1654 

 

If you enjoyed tracking your balloon in the Easter Race or missed out 

on the fun please join in a race.   It’s just £3 a balloon and ANYONE can 

buy a balloon so please share the link with family and friends. 

 

EASTER BALLOON RACE RESULTS 

The top 12 balloons in our cause that received a prize were: 

1 Balloon   Giant bunny and prosecco 

2 Princess Lala   £20 cash and Easter egg 

3 Lloyd Family  Percy Pig Hamper 

4 SBS 7ZIE   £20 Tesco voucher and mini eggs 

5 Dinky 1   Wine and Easter egg hamper 

6 Zeppelin   Games and Easter egg hamper 

7 Tarquin    4 McDonald’s vouchers and Easter eggs 

8 Dinky 2   4 McDonald’s vouchers and Easter eggs 

9 Tracey   Easter egg Hamper 

10 Matthew   Easter egg hamper 

11 Oli    Easter egg hamper 

12 Balloon   Easter egg hamper 

 

Many thanks to Marks and Spencers Didcot Foodhall, Asda Community 

Fund, Tescos Didcot and McDonalds Didcot for donating prizes. 

http://ecoracing.co/user/page/1653
http://ecoracing.co/user/page/1654
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Information 
Contacting School 

If you wish to send an email to 

school, please either use  

stbirinus@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk 

or the contact form on the school 

website  

(https://www.st-birinus-

school.org.uk/247/contact-details). 

 

Please do not use 

‘9314129@capita-intouch.co.uk‘ 

as this inbox is not monitored.  Please 

check that your email provider or 

phone has not automatically stored 

the capita-intouch email to your 

school contact in your email address 

book. 

 

From the Website 

Please visit the school website 

for the latest news stories,  

community news, PTA and much 

more: 

 

http://www.st-birinus-

school.org.uk/259/news-blog 

http://www.st-birinus-

school.org.uk/2548/community-

news  

 

http://www.st-birinus-

school.org.uk/2218/school-

fundraising-and-pta 

 

Vacancies 

 

St Birinus School 

have no current vacancies. 

 

Didcot Girls School 

have vacancies for an MFL Teacher and a PE Technician.  For  

further information, please click the relevant link below: 

Vacancy for an MFL Teacher 

Vacancy for a PE Technician 

 

Sutton Courtenay C of E Primary School 

have no current vacancies. 

Can you HELP with WORK EXPERIENCE in 2021? 

Year 10 students from St Birinus School are now seeking work 
experience opportunities on 13th and 14th July 2021 (subject to 

restrictions lifting as planned). 

If you have a business that can offer a rewarding, often life 
changing experience placement for a young person then please 

get in touch. Stacey Nutley, Careers Lead SBS,  
snutley@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk 

mailto:stbirinus@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk
https://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/247/contact-details
https://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/247/contact-details
mailto:9314129@capita-intouch.co.uk
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/259/news-blog
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/259/news-blog
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/2548/community-news
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/2548/community-news
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/2548/community-news
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/2218/school-fundraising-and-pta
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/2218/school-fundraising-and-pta
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/2218/school-fundraising-and-pta
https://www.didcotgirls.oxon.sch.uk/3759/mfl-teacher
https://www.didcotgirls.oxon.sch.uk/3715/pe-technician
mailto:snutley@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk
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Online  
Social Media Checklists 

 
To support your son in keeping safe 

online, we would recommend taking a 

look at the following link, which provides 

you with instructions and guidance on 

how to ensure their social media  

accounts, including Tik Tok, Instagram, 

Facebook and SnapChat are kept private.  

 

Provided are downable booklets that 

guide you through changing these profile 

settings.  

https://swgfl.org.uk/resources/checklists/ 

 

Accessing Our Online  
Platforms (Email,  

Satchel:One and Teams) 
 
At SBS, we aim to support the appropriate 

and effective use of digital technology 

within education to give all students the 

opportunity to improve and develop their 

digital skills. 

 

Please visit the school website where you 

will find further information plus various 

video tutorials on the different software 

platforms/applications the school uses:  

www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/3361/digital

-sbs 

How Students Can Access 
Microsoft Teams 

 

Step 1: Go to the SBS school website: www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/ 

 

Step 2: Scroll down to the bottom of the website and select 
‘SharePoint’. 

 

Step 3: Log in using your school login details, which will be your 
school email address and set password.  

 

Step 4: Select Teams 

 

Step 5: Select the class you would like to view.  

 

 

Step 6: Select Files to view uploaded work/resources and to  
access set assignments, select Assignments. 

 

 

Step 7: You will then need to access these areas for each of your 
classes. To return to your class tiles, select ‘Teams’ on the left of 
your screen.  

 

 

It is important that your son logs in on a daily basis to his Satchel:One and school 

email account, as well as the Microsoft Teams platform (especially the Files section 

of each of his Team classes). 

For those families who have a smartphone and/or a Tablet, each of these platforms 

can be downloaded through the apps store, which should make the experience of 

using these platforms easier. 

https://swgfl.org.uk/resources/checklists/
https://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/3361/digital-sbs
https://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/3361/digital-sbs
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/
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Careers Careers Notices 
Get yourself ahead! 

All Years 

Escape Studios: Find out more about our 

VFX, Animation, Game Art and Motion 

Graphics undergraduate degrees, 

postgraduate degrees and short courses 

with our course prospectuses. 

 

All Years 

Music industry experience days: 

Download a flyer 

BIMM Institute Bristol is inviting students 

to take part in a music industry experience 

day. A selection of dates and tutor led 

workshops are available to give students 

the chance to explore opportunities within 

the music industry and higher education. 

 

All Years 

Watch RAF careers webinar: Students, 

parents and teachers can now catch up on 

the RAF careers webinar. Hear from RAF 

apprenticeship ambassadors from a wide 

range of professional areas including 

engineering, intelligence, aircrew and 

many more. Watch the recording here. 

 

All years 

Fees Apply. Work Experience 

opportunities with InvestIN, 2021.  Use 

code DIDCOTBIRINUS10 for 10% off 

 

Years 10-13: Find out what life in your 

dream career is truly like from top 

professionals in their fields, get hands on 

with our interactive activities and receive 

career coaching to help give you that 

competitive edge. These opportunities are 

running Live Online and In-Person at 

weekends across the Spring Term. Clink 

the links below for more details: 

Architecture | Art | Computer Science | 

Dentistry | Engineering | Entrepreneurship 

| Fashion Design | Filmmaking | 

International Development | Investment 

Banking | Journalism | Law | Management 

Consultancy | Marketing | Medicine | Music 

| Politics | Psychology | Publishing | 

Veterinary Science  

 

Years 7 - 9: Computer Science | 

Engineering | Law | Medicine 

 

Years 9-10 

Virtual Routes into STEM is an innovative 

course that provides Year 9 and Year 10 

students with a clear understanding of the 

amazing opportunities offered by STEM 

based careers. The course allows 

students to recognise the variety of 

opportunities available to them after taking 

their GCSEs, it will provide access to key 

information on different pathways: College 

and University and Apprenticeship routes 

through industry. The course is suitable for 

all academic abilities – all that is required 

is a genuine interest in STEM subjects. 

Click on the link above to find and more. 

 

Years 10-11 

College Updates: 

Abingdon and Witney College  

15 minute College presentation: https://

youtu.be/AZlFdt9cTLc 

 

City of Oxford College 

10 minute video guide to the College. 

https://youtu.be/hIwhld-Jazg 

 

Years 12-13 

Uni Taster Tuesdays: https://

www.unitasterdays.com/on-demand.aspx 

 

University guidance videos and 

Webinars for school groups and students 

 

Videos to support students who are 

considering university to make informed 

future decisions. They feature guest 

speakers from a range of different 

universities, who are always experts in the 

subject they are speaking about. They are 

always independent, impartial, and under 

one hour. They include general content 

students will find useful – like how to write 

personal statements, student finance, 

UCAS applications and more. 

DGS and SBS employ the services of a Careers Adviser, from Adviza,  

Angela Walker. Angela provides impartial careers information, advice and  

guidance. Please do feel free to contact Angela with your Career and Further and 

Higher Education queries via: 07827 947326 or email: angelawalker@adviza.org.uk 

https://www.pearsoncollegelondon.ac.uk/escape-studios/vfx-courses-degrees.html
https://www.pearsoncollegelondon.ac.uk/escape-studios/animation-courses-degrees.html
https://www.pearsoncollegelondon.ac.uk/escape-studios/games-courses-degrees.html
https://www.pearsoncollegelondon.ac.uk/escape-studios/motion-graphics-courses-degrees.html
https://www.pearsoncollegelondon.ac.uk/escape-studios/motion-graphics-courses-degrees.html
https://com.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2eb277ff62b44aa5d97ec4011&id=6b25e541af&e=c98652f152
https://com.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2eb277ff62b44aa5d97ec4011&id=34a20d679a&e=c98652f152
https://amazingapprenticeships.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9f89f859eb0be9d437b1414c3&id=aaecd45817&e=bd55936413
https://investin.org/collections/architecture
https://investin.org/collections/art
https://investin.org/collections/computer-science
https://investin.org/collections/dentistry
https://investin.org/collections/engineering
https://investin.org/collections/entrepreneurship
https://investin.org/collections/fashion
https://investin.org/collections/filmmaking
https://investin.org/collections/international-development
https://investin.org/collections/investment-banking
https://investin.org/collections/investment-banking
https://investin.org/collections/journalism
https://investin.org/collections/law
https://investin.org/collections/management-consultancy
https://investin.org/collections/management-consultancy
https://investin.org/collections/marketing
https://investin.org/collections/medicine
https://investin.org/collections/music
https://investin.org/collections/politics
https://investin.org/collections/psychology
https://investin.org/collections/publishing
https://investin.org/collections/veterinary-science
https://investin.org/pages/computerscience
https://investin.org/pages/engineering
https://investin.org/pages/law
https://investin.org/pages/law
https://investin.org/pages/medicine
https://www.etrust.org.uk/routes-into-stem-read-more
https://youtu.be/AZlFdt9cTLc
https://youtu.be/AZlFdt9cTLc
https://youtu.be/hIwhld-Jazg
https://www.unitasterdays.com/on-demand.aspx
https://www.unitasterdays.com/on-demand.aspx
mailto:angelawalker@adviza.org.uk

