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Time to Recharge 

Mr W Manning 
Headteacher  

It is hard to believe that Term 1 is all but over.  

 

The anticipation of the summer for the "return of all students in 

all year groups" to schools in September seems now a distant 

memory as we close for a much-needed week's holiday today. 

Seeing the day to day reality of school life return to its new  

normal over the past eight weeks has demanded the very best of 

us all in terms of our resilience, flexibility and patience. This  

restart post lockdown, amidst all the circumspection and news 

around COVID has been effected as well as I could have  

imagined.  

 

Teachers have demonstrated an ambition and stoic  

determination to reignite classroom learning within the  

impediment and constraints of social distance. Students have 

embraced the reopening of their school and the construct around 

it currently with understanding and maturity beyond their years. 

Far from simply existing within the current backdrop, the school 

is thriving and very much expressing its determination to grow 

and develop as a learning community.  

 

As ever in these summative moments, what courses through me, 

aside the fatigue, is a deep sense of pride and gratitude. Pride in 

what we have achieved and the manner in which we have 

sought to overcome challenge, conquer residual anxiety, and  

operate collaboratively within uncertainty and complexity. I am 

grateful for the generosity of understanding and empathy that 

has been abundant amongst staff, students and parents, which 

has carried us through a period of intense school life that has the 

eminent potential to be fretful and fractious.  

 

Now is the time though to step away, switch off and recharge. I 

wish you all a restful and safe half term break.  



DIARY:   2 - 6 Nov 2020  WEEK A             9 - 13 Nov 2020  WEEK B        

MON 2 Term 2 Commences MON 9  

TUE 3  TUE 10  

WED 4  WED 11 Year 11 Virtual Parents’ Evening 

THU 5  THU 12  

FRI 6  FRI 13  

School Term Dates 2020/2021 
DATES FOR 

YOUR  

DIARY 

 

Friday 23 October 2020 Term 1 Ends 

Monday 2 November 2020 Term 2 Commences 

Wednesday 11 November Year 11 Virtual Parents’ Evening 

Wednesday 2 December 
Year 7 Virtual Parents’ Evening  
7AHR, 7CSV, 7AXW 

Wednesday 16 December 
Year 7 Virtual Parents’ Evening 
7SEG, 7DRS, 7ZIE 

Friday 18 December 2020 Term 2 Ends (12:30pm finish) 

Monday 4 January 2021 Inset Day - School Closed to Students 

Tuesday 5 January 2021 Term 3 Commences 

Wednesday 20 January Year 8 Virtual Parents’ Evening 

Wednesday 27 January Year 10 Virtual Parents’ Evening 

Friday 12 February 2021 Term 3 Ends 

Monday 22 February 2021 Term 4 Commences 

Wednesday 17 March Year 9 Virtual Parent’s Evening 

Wednesday 31 March Year 11 Virtual Parents’ Evening 

Thursday 1 April 2021 Term 4 Ends (12:30 pm finish) 

Monday 19 April 2021 Term 5 Commences 

Friday 28 May 2021 Term 5 Ends 

Monday 7 June 2021 
Inset Day - School Closed to Students 
Except for Public Examinations 

Tuesday 8 June 2021 Term 6 Commences 

Tuesday 20 July 2021 Term 6 Ends (12:30 om finish) 



Library Exciting News, SBS Library is 
now Online! 

The school library is now live, this means that you can view 

all the books in the library online.  It’s so easy, just choose 

one of the thousands of books available, drop it into your 

basket and reserve it.  The book can be collected from the  

library or student services. 

 

Access is easy from your school home screen, or you can visit 

directly using this pathway:  https://stbirinus.oliverasp.co.uk 

It is sad that Covid 19 restricts library access to allocated 

bubble times, but now you can browse all the books  

whenever you want at school or at home. 

 

If you would like to know more, or have problems accessing 

the system please email me. 

 

Happy Reading! 

 

Miss Wren                                                                                                                    

awren@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk 



SCHOOL PHOTOS 
 
Order forms for School photos for years 7, 9 and 
11 will be handed out over the next few days.  
 
Any orders should be returned to Student  
Services before Wednesday 4 November 
2020.   
 
You may also place your order online with 
Tempest. Full details will be included on the order 
form. 
 
If you are ordering your photos through 
Tempest, the school has been advised that 
the latest date to place an online order is 
Sunday 25 October 2020. 

CONTACTING SCHOOL 
 

If you wish to send an email to school, please  

either use stbirinus@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk or the 

contact form on the school website  

(https://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/247/contact-

details).  Please do not use ‘9314129@capita-

intouch.co.uk ‘ as this inbox is not monitored.  

Please check that your email provider or phone has 

not automatically stored the capita-intouch email to 

your school contact in your email address book. 

Information 

mailto:9314129@capita-intouch.co.uk
mailto:9314129@capita-intouch.co.uk


SOCIAL MEDIA CHECKLISTS 
 
To support your son in keeping safe online, we 

would recommend taking a look at the following 

link, which provides you with instructions and  

guidance on how to ensure their social media  

accounts, including Tik Tok, Instagram, Facebook 

and SnapChat are kept private.  

 

Provided are downable booklets that guide you 

through changing these profile settings.  

https://swgfl.org.uk/resources/checklists/ 

Online  

ACCESSING OUR ONLINE  
PLATFORMS 

(Email, Satchel:One and Teams) 
 
 

At SBS, we aim to support the appropriate and 

effective use of digital technology within  

education to give all students the opportunity 

to improve and develop their digital skills. 

 

Please visit the school website where you will 

find further information plus various video  

tutorials on the different software platforms/

applications the school uses:  

www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/3361/digital-sbs 

https://swgfl.org.uk/resources/checklists/
https://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/3361/digital-sbs


Online  How Students Can Access 
Microsoft Teams 

Step 1: Go to the SBS school website: 

www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/ 

 

Step 2: Scroll down to the bottom of the website and  
select ‘SharePoint’. 

Step 3: Log in using your school login details, which will be 
your school email address and set password.  

 

 

Step 4: Select Teams 

Step 5: Select the class you would like to view.  

http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/


Online  How Students Can Access 
Microsoft Teams 

Step 6: Select Files to view uploaded work/resources and to  
access set assignments, select Assignments. 

Step 7: You will then need to access these areas for each of 
your classes. To return to your class tiles, select ‘Teams’ on 
the left of your screen.  

It is important that your son logs in on a daily basis to his  

Satchel:One and school email account, as well as the Microsoft 

Teams platform (especially the Files section of each of his Team 

classes). 

 

For those families who have a smartphone and/or a Tablet, each of 

these platforms can be downloaded through the apps store, which 

should make the experience of using these platforms easier. 



Started w/c 12th October and 9th November  

This term, Year 11 will be taking part in 2 sessions as part of 

our Virtual Careers Convention. Every student in year 11 will 

have 2 sessions in computer rooms during their usual school 

day, giving them time to research and collate information 

they need to help them decide on their post-16  

opportunities. 

For the first session, students will log in to Unifrog (the  

complete destinations platform!) and complete a series of 

tasks to begin exploring and planning their post-16 choices. 

Unifrog is an extensive, comprehensive online platform, 

which opens up a whole world of opportunity to find out 

everything you might want to know about pretty much any 

career you can think of! 

For the second session, students will have a series of links/

looms and websites to explore local opportunities –  

including information from D6 Sixth Form, local colleges,  

local apprenticeship opportunities, T levels, employment 

with training and much more. 

Look out for more information on Show My Homework 

(starting Monday 12th October) and check out our Careers 

Twitter account @SBSCareers.  

More information to follow via email to all families of Year 

11 students and please do feel free to contact our Careers 

Lead, Miss Nutley, if you would like any more information 

(snutley@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk).  

SBS Year 11 Virtual Careers 
Convention 

Careers 

mailto:snutley@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk


PTA 

News 

Your Parent Teacher Association (PTA) needs you! 

 

We are looking for a new and exciting logo for the SBS PTA. 

For your chance to win a £10 Amazon voucher  

and house points for your house we would like you to design 

our new PTA logo. 

 

Use your imagination and give us the logo to stand out from 

the crowd! 

 

Entry deadline is Friday 6th November. Drop your de-

sign into student services. Winning designs will be picked 

from each year group. An overall winner will then be picked 

who will win an £30 Amazon Voucher and house points, all 

other winners will receive £10 Amazon Voucher and house 

points. 

 

Winners to be on announced on Friday 13th November. 

 The winning logos will be used to help us promote the PTA 

and show everyone the amazing skills our students have. 

Don’t forget to put your name and year group on the 

back of your design. 



PTA 

News 

PTA 500 Club Winners 

500 

500 Club October Draw Results 

 

Thank you to the 115 participants who took part in our first 500 

club draw. 

 

The draw was held in Mr Manning’s office this morning. 

 

1st Prize £57.50 Membership Number:  26  Name: Mr Garry McMillan 

 

2nd Prize £34.50   Membership Number:  81  Name: Anonymous 

 

3rd Prize £23 Membership Number:  13  Name: Mr Mark Lloyd 

 

The PTA will be emailing the winners today. 

 

500 club memberships open again for next month.   Only £2 

a month.   

 

Information about the 500 club can be found on the PTA page on 

the school website. 

 

Follow the link to fill in an application form to join in time for the 

November draw on Friday 27 November 2020.  Deadline for  

applications: 16 November 2020. 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?

id=bTdgoopD6UC_KVK4096qKBk9x_tYu-

tGnqm3T6VkPhBURDBZREI4VlFFWU5TSEQ0SVAwTFFJN0I3OC4u  

 

Remember 50% of the money raised each month goes to the school 

to enhance our children’s education.  This month the 500 club 

raised £115 for school.    

 

Congratulations to our first winners!      

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=bTdgoopD6UC_KVK4096qKBk9x_tYu-tGnqm3T6VkPhBURDBZREI4VlFFWU5TSEQ0SVAwTFFJN0I3OC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=bTdgoopD6UC_KVK4096qKBk9x_tYu-tGnqm3T6VkPhBURDBZREI4VlFFWU5TSEQ0SVAwTFFJN0I3OC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=bTdgoopD6UC_KVK4096qKBk9x_tYu-tGnqm3T6VkPhBURDBZREI4VlFFWU5TSEQ0SVAwTFFJN0I3OC4u


Careers Careers Notices 
Get yourself ahead! 

Years 10-11 

 

Local college and apprenticeship virtual open events October/November 

2020 . Please check dates and register online  

 

Activate Learning-Reading College  

Saturday 14th November 2020 9.30am-1.30pm 

 

Activate Learning-City of Oxford College and  

Blackbird Leys Technology College, Oxford 

https://oxme.info/cms/events/city-oxford-college-open-event 

Wed 25th November 2020 4-8pm 

 

Abingdon and Witney College 

Abingdon and Witney College Virtual open day- Wednesday18th Nov 2020 at 

15:30 - 18:00 

 

UTC Oxfordshire, Didcot 

Sixth Form and Post 16 Options/Careers Fair: Thursday 19th November 2020  

www.utcoxfordshire.org.uk/events   

 

BCA- Berkshire College of Agricuture 

https://www.bca.ac.uk/events/college-open-day-nov/  

Saturday 21st November 2020  

 

Forthcoming City of Oxford College Open days: 

You can view an audio presentation for City of Oxford College via:  

https://youtu.be/HzS-uqiXlDA 

You can also view a virtual interactive tour of City of Oxford College via: 

https://storage.net-fs.com/hosting/6178974/24/index.htm 

 

Abingdon & Witney College Virtual Open day resources can be accessed 

via: 

https://www.abingdon-witney.ac.uk/september-virtual-open-day-start 

 

Years 11-12  

We will be running a virtual University STEM Summer School programme 

(formally Headstart and Inspire) in 2021 for Year 11 and 12 students and full 

details will be released at the end of October.   In the meantime please  

register your interest via:  

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/edtsummerschool2021   

and we will contact you as soon as we have further information. 

 

https://oxme.info/cms/events/city-oxford-college-open-event
http://www.utcoxfordshire.org.uk/events
https://www.bca.ac.uk/events/college-open-day-nov/
https://youtu.be/HzS-uqiXlDA
https://storage.net-fs.com/hosting/6178974/24/index.htm
https://www.abingdon-witney.ac.uk/september-virtual-open-day-start
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/edtsummerschool2021


Careers Careers Notices 
Get yourself ahead! 

Years 11-13 

Oxfordshire Advanced Skills (OAS) will be hosting “Virtual Open Events” for all 

prospective apprentices and parents sessions, where there will be interaction 

with staff, current apprentices and employer partners, as well as a video tour 

of facilities, to gain an insight into what it’s like to be an apprentice at OAS.  

Each webinar will finish with a Q&A session.  

 

Dates are: Wednesday 9th December 2020 | Tuesday 26th January 2021 / 

Wednesday 17th March 2021 | Wednesday 5th May 2021 

 

 

Years 10-13 

Over the summer we built our own GP Surgery where we can live stream  

consultations and students can interact with patients and doctors. It really is 

amazing! 

 

We have a few spaces left on our next GP Live course so I have attached  

details below. Please feel free to forward to students who this may help. 

Course: GP Live - Medical Work Experience, 7th November 2020,  

10am - 4pm. Ages: 15+ 

 

Link: https://educationprojects.co.uk/medical-projects/gp-live/ 

 

Years 11-13 

Two new Virtual Fairs we will be running this autumn.  

UK University & Apprenticeship Search Virtual Fair -  

Wednesday 4th November - 12pm - 6pm 

For students to explore all their national, local and regional post-18 options 

from the safety of school or home. They will be able to chat directly to a very 

wide range of universities, as well as apprenticeship providers and local colleg-

es. The event is free to attend, and open to students in Years 13, 12 and 11, 

as well as teachers and parents. Attendees will also be able to take part in 10 

live webinars on topics such as writing a UCAS personal  

statement, student finance and taking an apprenticeship.  

To find out more and register: https://ukunisearch-london.vfairs.com/ 

https://educationprojects.co.uk/medical-projects/gp-live/
https://ukunisearch-london.vfairs.com/


Careers Careers Notices 
Get yourself ahead! 

All Years 

InvestIn are delighted to announce their biggest ever schedule of work  

experience programmes for the autumn term. Opportunities include:  

Dentistry, Fashion, Vets, Music, Journalism, Psychologist,  

Computer Scientist, Architect, Lawyer and many others. 

On our programmes, students work alongside top industry executives to 

gain a 360-degree experience of some of the world’s most competitive and 

desirable careers. 

All autumn term programmes will be delivered ‘Live Online’: immersive work 

experience with successful professionals in a live, interactive environment; 

from the comfort of your own home. 

For Ages 15 to 18: 

'Weekend Programmes' in 20 industries (up to 2 days each) click here: 

https://tinyurl.com/y5c9hm25  

'Autumn Internships' in 9 industries (5 days during half term) click here: 

https://tinyurl.com/y38ko539  

For Ages 12 to 14: 

'Weekend Programmes' in 8 industries (1 day each) click here: https://

tinyurl.com/y5o99lx4  

 

All Years 

Virtual work experience - why it might help your child stand out 

Virtual work experience, also referred to as online, remote or digital, 

provides young people with the opportunity to gain experience in the 

workplace, develop their skills, boost their employability and explore 

new industries and job roles.  It’s a broad term and can include any 

opportunity which provides young people with an insight into what it’s 

like to work in an industry or job role while at home. Most virtual work 

experiences range from half a day to one week, but some may last 

longer depending on the nature of the work experience and the age 

of your child. For a range of opportunities go to:  

https://www.theparentsguideto.co.uk/post/virtual-work-experience 

 

Years 12 & 13 

  - Oxbridge Personal Statement 

An Oxbridge Personal Statement should focus on academic  

achievement, show intellectual curiosity, and set up discussion topics 

for the potential Oxbridge interview. This Unifrog guide and video will 

show you how to do that: https://tinyurl.com/y23dygfm 

https://tinyurl.com/y5c9hm25
https://tinyurl.com/y38ko539
https://tinyurl.com/y5o99lx4
https://tinyurl.com/y5o99lx4
https://www.theparentsguideto.co.uk/post/virtual-work-experience


Please visit the school website for the latest 
news stories, community news, PTA and 
much more… 

http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/259/news-blog  

http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/2548/community-news  

http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/2218/school-fundraising-and-pta  

FROM 

THE 

WEBSITE 

VACANCIES 
St Birinus School have vacancies for exam  
invigilators.  For further information, please click 
this link: 

Vacancy for exam invigilators 

 
Didcot Girls School have vacancies for a Senior 
Data Administrator & Cover Manager and school 
cleaners.  For further information, please click 
this link: 
Vacancy for school cleaners 

Senior Data Administrator & Cover Manager 
 
 
Ridgeway Education Trust have a vacancy for a 
HR/Payroll officer.  For further information, 
please click this link: 
HR & Payroll Officer 

Facilities Manager 

Director of Finance & Services 

http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/259/news-blog
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/2548/community-news
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/2218/school-fundraising-and-pta
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/3070/exam-invigilators
http://www.didcotgirls.oxon.sch.uk/3049/school-cleaner-1
http://www.didcotgirls.oxon.sch.uk/3004/senior-data-administrator-and-cover-manager
http://www.didcotgirls.oxon.sch.uk/3368/hr-payroll-officer
http://www.didcotgirls.oxon.sch.uk/3380/facilities-manager
https://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/1638/ret-director-of-finance-services



