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Rising Year 7 Induction – Summer 2020 

 
Dear Parents and Carers  
 
First and foremost, we hope that this message finds you and your family safe and well in these most 
unprecedented of times. Secondly, this is a further opportunity for us to say thank you for choosing St 
Birinus for your son and to welcome you, once again, to our school community. Despite the challenges of the 
COVID-19 pandemic in play at present, we are very excited to connect and calendar a remote but effective 
transition process to ensure that the journey for your son into Year 7 at SBS is as smooth as possible in this 
particular year. 
 
Given that there is no definitive boundary for the end of “Lockdown”, no timeframe for schools to reopen or 
indeed any detail as to what form that may take when we do, we believe that the safest and most expedient 
decision is to postpone the two on site Induction Days and the Welcome Evening to September. Whilst, as 
you will see below, much of the information and detail can be presented in correspondence through email, 
letter, information booklets and scheduled meetings on Zoom, the sense of connection, clarity, trust and 
confidence will only really be achieved face to face with peers and surrounded by the staff responsible for 
your son’s success as he starts with us this September.  
 
Circumstances at present are exceptional and will be unsettling for us all, not least for a young man in Year 6 
on the brink of starting secondary school. What we want for your son, at this crucial juncture in his 
education, is to offer that same sense of excitement and anticipation, detailed reassurance of what is on the 
horizon and to provide essential advice as to how to be successful when the time finally comes. Central to 
this are our core school values - our go-to touchstones of Care, Courtesy and Commitment.  
 
Accordingly, please find below the chronology and detail of our remote transition process this year and the 
landmark moments when we come together as a cohort in September. At any point, please do not hesitate 
to contact us to ask questions, air queries or assuage any concern that may arise. The way we induct 
students into Year 7 and the process that we have honed over years is a significant strength of the school 
and we have every confidence that this year will be no different. 

 

Transition timeline Summer 2020  
# 

May & June 2020 - Zoom meetings for all Rising Year 7 students and parents   

During Terms 5 and 6, we would usually visit primary schools within the Didcot Area Partnership and invite 
those children who attend schools outside of the partnership, into school. Whilst we are unable to schedule 
these visits this year, we feel that it is very important for us to ‘meet’ with you all and give you and your son 
the opportunity to hear from a member of the transition team and ask any questions you may have. The best 
way for us to do this is by inviting you a Zoom meeting through a video link. You will hear a presentation on 
school life at SBS, understand the sequence and nature of transition events on the way and then have time 
to ask questions afterwards. The dates of the Zoom meetings will depend on which primary school your son 
attends and the details of these, along with the login details you will need for the Zoom meeting, are shared 
below.  

We appreciate that some families may have never used Zoom before and therefore we also enclose a user 
guide to help you to access the meeting. If you would prefer not to join the meeting, or are unable to do so, 
we will be posting a link to the presentation on the school’s website (http://www.st-birinus-

school.org.uk/3185/resources-for-rising-year-7-families) and on our specialist Year 7 Twitter page 
(@Year7SBS1) by the 12th June.  

 

http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/3185/resources-for-rising-year-7-families
http://www.st-birinus-school.org.uk/3185/resources-for-rising-year-7-families


 

 

St Birinus School - Transition Zoom Meetings 

School Date and time of Zoom meeting Zoom Meeting ID Zoom Meeting 
password 

All Saints  Thursday 21st May @ 9am 868-1091-7473 9GXnzx 

Blewbury  Thursday 21st May @ 11am 884-0543-7136 9GXnzx 

Chilton  Friday 5th June @ 9am 867-6556-2363 9GXnzx 

Hagbourne  Tuesday 2nd June @ 9am 846-7704-4877 9GXnzx 

Harwell  Wednesday 3rd June @ 9am 826-7018-8140 9GXnzx 

Ladygrove Park  Friday 22nd May @ 9am 835-0327-5744 9GXnzx 

Manor  Wednesday 20th May @ 9am 832-7589-9577 9GXnzx 

Northbourne  Tuesday 19th May @ 9am 828-7939-1871 9GXnzx 

South Moreton  Friday 22nd May @ 11am 893-5586-4279 9GXnzx 

Stephen Freeman  Monday 18th May @ 9am 847-5099-3452 9GXnzx 

Sutton Courtenay  Thursday 4th June @ 9am 857-7355-6341 9GXnzx 

Willowcroft  Monday 1st June @ 9am 847-9671-5709 9GXnzx 

All other Schools (Out of 
Catchment) 

Monday 1st June @ 2pm 827-2620-2361 9GXnzx 

 
Thursday 3rd and Friday 4th September - Induction Days (SBS Site)  

Unfortunately, as previously explained, it will not be possible to run our two Induction Days before your son 

joins us in September. These two days are a critical part of the transition process however, so we will now be 

running them on 3rd and 4th September - your son’s first two days in school with us. The days will be spent 

with their tutor groups, engaging in a range of activities, including taster lessons in different subjects and 

team building activities. During this time, your son will get to know the other students in his tutor group, 

become more familiar with the school site and begin to meet some of the teaching and support staff. There 

will also be Student Transition Mentors from Year 8 supporting and encouraging the boys across the two 

days.  

 
Welcome Evening for parents and students – Wednesday 9th September  

Our Welcome Evening will be rescheduled to Wednesday 9th September and will be run as two sessions, 

depending on your son’s tutor group. During the evening, you will hear a presentation from key members of 

staff in the Main Hall and then you will meet with your son’s tutor, who will talk to you about other 

important aspects of school life. Our Student Transition Mentors will be on hand on the evening to assist and 

to help answer any questions you may have. 

 
Further details about the Induction Days and the Welcome Evening are also in the Welcome Booklet which is 
included with this letter. Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact Matt 
Wood (mwood@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk), your son’s Head of Year and Transition Lead.  
     
Yours sincerely 

                                                                                  
Mr W Manning        Mr M Wood 
Headteacher        Head of Year 7 & Transition Lead 

mailto:mwood@st-birinus.oxon.sch.uk

