
 

 

 
22nd May 2020 

 
Dear parents, 

 
I hope you and your families are well. I imagine this is among the stranger school terms that 
you and your children have experienced, and I would like to offer my congratulations and 
thanks for supporting them so well. Though the situation is far from ideal, we have been 
immensely proud of the way students have adapted to the situation and made the most of it. 
 
Today, we had intended to write to you explaining the risk assessment process we are working 
through as a Trust to gradually and carefully open up the sixth form and main schools to 
students in Years 10 and 12, and provide a sense of what this provision would look like. We 
had mooted a provisional date to gradually re-open all three schools from Monday 8th June, 
contingent on the latest scientific evidence and government guidance, for a small number of 
students on any given day. However, given the nature of the media coverage this week, the 
delay in receiving government guidance about the safe opening of secondary schools (at the 
time of writing, this document is still not available), and lack of consensus between the 
teaching unions, headteachers’ associations and Department for Education, we have paused 
these plans.  
 
Please be assured that the health and wellbeing of all our young people, colleagues and 
school communities is at the forefront of all our thinking. We will only start to bring more 
children and staff back into school when we feel it is safe to do so. We will continue to listen 
to the advice from the Government and the leading scientists and agree a provisional date 
when we feel that this advice is both consistent and compelling. We will contact you again 
after the half term holiday with an update when there is more clarity nationally.  
 
In the remainder of this letter, I will outline details about the end-of-year assessment week, 
staffing changes in the sixth form for the next academic year, and a reminder of the extra-
curricular provision we are offering to students. 
 
End of Year Assessments 
  
Students in Year 12 will not have the opportunity to sit end-of-year exams this year in normal 

exam conditions. It is possible that students might not have the opportunity to sit exams in 

representative conditions for some time into the next academic year. Following consultation 

with subject leaders, we feel that it is important to conduct some form of end-of-year 

assessment for the following reasons: 

• To ensure students take the time to consolidate the work they have completed this year 

• To evaluate how well students have understood and retained content taught remotely 

• To allow teachers to identify areas to cover or revisit in person at the appropriate time 

• To contribute to teacher judgements for the initial UCAS predictions at the end of the 
summer term (please note these will still be subject to change) 
 



 

 

Assessments will take place in most subjects during the week that end of year mock 

examinations would have taken place (w/b 29th June), in half-day sittings. There will be no 

other work set in assessed subjects during this week or the week prior to this, to allow for 

revision.  

These assessments will be ‘open book’. Many universities have been unable to conduct 

exams this year and have instead given a timed window for students to complete exams 

remotely in this way. Though this does not test immediate recall, it does allow assessment of 

the deeper understanding they have gained from their learning and their ability to apply this in 

new contexts.  

Each subject will have a window of up to three hours (am or pm) to set an assessment. This 

assessment will be emailed to students at 9am for a morning sitting, and 1pm for an afternoon 

sitting, alongside a link for submission of the assessment. Handwritten work will need to be 

scanned using the Genius Scan app (or similar – available to download for free on Apple and 

Android devices) and uploaded as a PDF. There will be at least 30 minutes added to the length 

of the assessment to this time to allow for technical hitches, disruptions and uploading at the 

end. There might be possibilities for limited numbers of students to complete assessments in-

school, if circumstances make completing assessments at home difficult.  

The provisional timetable for the end-of-year assessments is as follows: 

 
 AM PM 

Friday 26th June History Paper 1  

 

Monday 29th June Sociology Product Design / PE 

Tuesday 30th June Physics / French Geography 

Wednesday 1st July Biology History Paper 2 

Thursday 2nd July Chemistry / Drama Business 

Friday 3rd July English (Literature / Lang and Lit) Computer Science / Spanish 

 

w/b 6th July (tbc) Psychology ‘Walking Talking Mock’ 

 
Please note that Maths assessments are happening earlier in the term (the Maths team have 

already communicated about these) and that several subjects with a large NEA (non-

examined assessment) component have opted not to set an assessment at this time.  

If you have any questions or concerns about the assessment window, please don’t hesitate 

to get in touch on jcross@didcotsixthform.co.uk. 

 
Changes to Staffing in the Sixth Form Next Year 
 
We are delighted to announce that Miss Hanna has been appointed as Deputy Director of 
Sixth Form for the next academic year, with particular responsibility for destinations 
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programmes (Russell Group, Oxbridge, UCAS, and apprenticeships) and for maintaining 
outstanding student attendance. Miss Hanna has been a Head of Year in the sixth form for 
nearly ten years, and is an expert in all things UCAS. Please don’t hesitate to get in touch with 
her in the meantime if you have any questions about post-18 options, and please encourage 
your son or daughter to complete the weekly destinations tasks that are set every Thursday – 
particularly as UCAS is now ‘live’ for this cohort! 
 
Miss Mackenzie has stepped down from her role as Head of Department and teacher of 
Business Studies for health-related reasons. We wish Miss Mackenzie well in her future 
endeavours, and congratulate Mr Thompson on his appointment to Head of Business Studies 
from September. In September, Business Studies will continue to be taught by Mr Thompson 
and Mr Cointre, as is currently the case.  
 
Due to a reduction in student numbers, the two Year 12 Physics groups will be combined into 
one group from September, taught by Dr Naylor (Head of Science at DGS) and Mr Briggs 
(Head of Physics). We thank Mr Cash and Mr Low-Hong for their excellent teaching over the 
course of this academic year.  
 
Finally, we will encourage students to take a break next week, and as that you encourage 
them too. In all likelihood, term 6 will look and feel very similar to this one, and your ongoing 
support makes an enormous difference to the success of remote schooling. 
 
We wish you and your families our best wishes during these difficult and uncertain times.  
 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 
Mr James Cross 

Director of Didcot Sixth Form 

jcross@didcotsixthform.co.uk 
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