
St. Birinus School 

Year 9 Assessment Weeks – Information for students & families 

 

Subject information for:  Geography 

Class teachers:    Miss Nutley & Ms Loosley 

Number of exams:   1 

Length of exam(s):   50 minutes 

Date:      Week commencing Monday 29th April 

Types of questions: Mixture of multiple-choice, short and long answer 

questions, including one 9 mark question. 

What will be included in this assessment? 
This written paper will be based upon aspects of all of the topics we have covered so far this year 
– namely, The Challenge of Natural Hazards unit and the start of the ‘Urban Issues and Challenges’ 
unit.  
 
You should use the Personal Learning Checklist below as a starting point to see which areas you 
feel more/less confident with before looking at how to make your revision as active and 
memorable as possible. You will be provided with two knowledge organisers, one for Hazards and 
one for Urban and a list of revision cards that you should make for homework. This will put you in 
an excellent position ahead of the exam.  
 
You may also find it useful to explore some of the videos that link to the different units included in 
this exam: 
The Challenge of Natural Hazards: https://tinyurl.com/y63mjs6t 
Urban Issues & Challenges: https://tinyurl.com/y3vt4hja  

 

  
The Challenge of Natural Hazards Urban Issues & Challenges 

https://tinyurl.com/y63mjs6t
https://tinyurl.com/y3vt4hja


Geography GCSE (AQA) PLC 

Paper 1: Section A = The Challenges of Natural Hazards 

 

 Lesson 
notes? 
(Y/N) 

R/A/G 
1 

R/A/G 
2 

Natural hazards pose major risks to people and property 

Definition of natural hazard    

Types of natural hazard    

Factors affecting hazard risk    

TECTONIC HAZARDS 
Physical processes that cause earthquakes and volcanic eruptions 

Plate tectonics theory    

The global distribution of earthquakes and volcanic eruptions and how you find 
them at plate boundaries 

   

Constructive plate boundaries    

Destructive plate boundaries    

Conservative plate boundaries    

The effects and responses to earthquakes vary between HICs and LICs 

Primary and secondary effects of a tectonic hazard    

Immediate and long-term responses to a tectonic hazard    

EXAMPLE of a tectonic hazard in a LIC = Nepal.  
1) Effects 
2) Responses 

   

EXAMPLE of a tectonic hazard in a HIC = Chile.  
1) Effects  
2) Responses 

   

Management can reduce the effects of a earthquakes 

Reasons why people live in areas at risk from tectonic hazards    

How monitoring, prediction, protection and planning can reduce risks from a 
tectonic hazard 

   

WEATHER HAZARDS 
How global atmospheric circulation makes patterns of weather and climate 

The difference between weather and climate    

The general atmospheric circulation model: pressure belts and surface winds    

The conditions needed for tropical storms to develop 

The global distribution of tropical storms    

Explain how the general atmospheric circulation model links to tropical storms    

How tropical storms are made. (Explain the process)    

The structure and features of a tropical storm    

How climate change might affect tropical storms in the future. (Distribution, 
frequency and intensity) 

   

Effects of tropical storms on people and the environment 

Primary and secondary effects    

Immediate and long-term responses    

EXAMPLE of a tropical storm = Typhoon Haiyan  
1) Effects  
2) Responses 

   



Reducing the effects of tropical storms. (Monitoring, prediction and planning)    

Weather hazards in the UK 

Know different types of weather hazard that we face in the UK    

Impacts of extreme weather events in the UK on human activity 

EXAMPLE of a weather event in the UK = Somerset Floods 2014: 
1) Causes 
2) Social, economic and environmental impacts 
3) Management strategies to reduce the risk 

   

Evidence that weather is becoming more extreme in the UK    

CLIMATE CHANGE 
Natural and human factors causing climate change and the effects 

Evidence for climate change from the beginning of the Quaternary period to the 
present day 

   

Possible causes of climate change: 
Natural factors (orbital changes, volcanic activity and solar output) 
Human factors (use of fossil fuels, agriculture and deforestation) 

   

Overview of the effects of climate change on people and the environment    

Managing climate change with mitigation (reducing causes) and adaptation (responding to change) 

Mitigation - alternative energy production, carbon capture, planting trees, 
international agreements 

   

Adaptation - change in agricultural systems, managing water supply, reducing 
risk from rising sea levels 

   

 

Geography GCSE (AQA) PLC 

Paper 2: Section A = Urban Issues and Challenges 

 

 Lesson 
notes? 
(Y/N) 

R/A/G 
1 

R/A/G 
2 

A growing percentage of the world's population lives in urban areas 

The global pattern of urbanisation. (Where is it happening?)    

Why urban growth is slower in HICs    

Why urban growth is fast in LICs    

Why urban growth is fastest in NEEs    

CASE STUDY of a urban growth in a NEE = Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

Location of Rio at different scales    

Importance of Rio at city, national and international scales    

Why and how Rio has grown. (Natural increase and migration)    

Social opportunities created by urban growth. (Access to services and access to 
resources) 

   

Economic opportunities created by urban growth. (How urban industrial areas 
can help the economy) 

   

Challenges caused by urban growth.    

EXAMPLE of how planning is improving the quality of life for the urban poor = 
The Favela Bairro Project 

   

 


