
St. Birinus School 

Year 9 Assessment Weeks – Information for students & families 

 

Subject information for:  History 

Class teachers:    Miss Froud-Davis, Mr Gregory & Mr Heley 

Number of exams:   1 

Length of exam(s):   50 minutes 

Date:      Week commencing Monday 29th April 

Types of questions: Source question and short essay question. 

What will be included in this assessment? 
This written paper will be based upon two aspects from the History course a source based 
question and an essay question. The former will be on the current studies focused on the Conflict 
and Tension unit with particular focus on the Treaty of Versailles. The essay question will be 
focused on the earlier period of Year 9 study on the Normans. 
 
You should use the workbook resources that you have been given by your class teacher to prepare 
for these topics as well as the following links contained here and that will be on Show My 
Homework in the build up to the assessment period. 
 
You may also find it useful to explore some of the videos that link to the different units included in 
this exam: 
How to answer source questions: This is downloaded on Show My Homework. 
  

 

History GCSE (AQA) PLC 

Part 1: Normans. 

 

For the Year 9 paper you will need to know the Conquest and Control section. 

Topic – Conquest and Control R/A/G 
 

Before the invasion – Saxon England and Viking raids  

The succession crisis 1066 – claimants to the throne   

The Battle of Stamford Bridge  

Battle of Hastings – why did William win?  

Taking control (legality, patronage, concessions etc)  



Rebellion of Hereward the Wake  

The Harrying of the North  
Castles for control  
William II and Henry I  
Topic – Life under the Normans  
The Feudal System  
National and local government  

Military control   
The Domesday Book  
Law and order  
Village life  
Town life  
Topic – The Norman Church and monasticism  
Changes in the Church – buildings and reforms  

Monasteries – monks and their work  

Reforms of monasteries  
Schools and Education  
Changes in language  

 

History GCSE (AQA) PLC 

Part 2: Conflict and Tension 1918-1939. 

Conflict and Tension you will need to know the first section here. 

Topic – End of WW1 R/A/G 
 

Aims of the Big Three  

Terms of the Treaty of Versailles  

Reaction to the treaty of Versailles – leaders and 
the people in each country 

 

Treatment of Germany’s allies  

Did the Big Three achieve their aims?  

Topic – The League of Nations  

Structure of the League of Nations  

Aims and membership of the League of Nations  

The work of the League of Nations – successes and 
failures 

 

The Locarno Treaties and Kellogg-Briand Pact  

The Wall Street Crash and The Great Depression   

The Manchurian Crisis  

The Invasion of Abyssinia  

The collapse of the League of Nations – was it 
doomed to fail? 

 



Topic – origins and outbreak of WW2  

What did Hitler want?  

Reaction to Hitler’s foreign policy  

Rearmament and the road to war  

Reoccupation of the Rhineland  

Which countries supported Hitler?  

Anschluss with Austria – how it happened and 
reaction to it 

 

The Sudeten Crisis  

Britain and appeasement (Neville Chamberlain)  

The Nazi-Soviet Pact  

The invasion of Poland and the declaration of war  

Summary – why did WW2 break out?  

  



 


