
St. Birinus School 

Year 9 Assessment Weeks – Information for students & families 

 

Subject information for:  Psychology 

Class teachers:    Ms Pyatt 

Number of exams:   1 

Length of exam(s):   50 minutes 

Date:      Week commencing Monday 29th April 

Types of questions: Mixture of multiple-choice, short and medium tariff 

questions. 

What will be included in this assessment? 
This written paper will be based upon aspects of all of the topics we have covered so far this year 
– including:  
Development: Theories/Explanations Piaget’s Theory of Cognitive Development; The Role of 
Learning on Development (Dweck’s Mindset Theory and Willingham’s Learning Theory).  
Memory: Theories/Explanations The Multi-store Model of Memory; The Theory of Reconstructive 
Memory. 
 
You should use the Personal Learning Checklist below as a starting point to see which areas you 
feel more/less confident with before looking at how to make your revision as active and 
memorable as possible – your class teacher will be able to provide you with support about how to 
go about doing this along with revision materials to support your work. 
 
You may also find it useful to explore some of the videos that link to the different units included in 
this exam: 
Dweck’s growth Mindset: 
https://www.ted.com/talks/carol_dweck_the_power_of_believing_that_you_can_improve/discus
sion 
 
Multistore Model of Memory: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7G9IK_mUmRE 
 

 

  

https://www.ted.com/talks/carol_dweck_the_power_of_believing_that_you_can_improve/discussion
https://www.ted.com/talks/carol_dweck_the_power_of_believing_that_you_can_improve/discussion
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Psychology GCSE (OCR) PLC 

Paper 1: Section A: Development 

I can.. Notes 
(Y/N) 

RAG 
1 

RAG 
2 

RAG 
3 

Early brain development 

Describe how the brain develops including the development of: 
Cerebral cortex 
Frontal lobe 
Temporal lobe 
Nervous system 
Neuron 
Synapse 
receptors 

    

Theory - Piaget’s theory of cognitive development 

Describe Piaget’s theory of cognitive development: 
- Sensorimotor stage 
- Pre-operational stage 
- Concrete operational stage 
- Formal operational stage 

    

Describe the following terms within Piaget’s theory of cognitive development, 
and give examples of each: 

- Schemas 
- Assimilation 
- Accommodation 
- Equilibrium 

    

Apply Piaget’s theory by explaining the implications for teaching (Robert 
Slavin, 2005) 

    

Explain how the development of intelligence can be explained using Piaget’s 
theory 

    

Evaluate strengths and weaknesses of Piaget’s theory of cognitive 
development 

    

Study – Piaget and Inhelder (1956) ‘Three mountains’ task     

Describe Piaget’s and Inhelder’s study including: 
- Aim 
- Method 
- Results  
- Conclusion 

    

Evaluate two strengths of Piaget and Inhelder’s study     

Evaluate two weaknesses of Piaget and Inhelder’s study     

Theory - Carol Dweck’s mindset theory 

Explain the effects of learning on development using Dweck’s mindset theory, 
including: 

- Fixed mindset 
- Growth mindset 
- Ability and effect 

    

Evaluate strengths and weaknesses of Dweck’s mindset theory 
 
 

    



 
 

Study – Piaget: Cognitive Development Research Study (1952). A study into the 
conservation of number.   
Describe Piaget’s study including: 

- Aim 
- Method 
- Results  
- Conclusion 

    

Evaluate two strengths of Piaget’s study     

Evaluate two weaknesses of Piaget’s study     

Theory – Blackwell, Trzesniewski, and Dweck (2007). Implicit theories of intelligence 
predict achievement across an adolescent transition: A longitudinal study and an 
intervention.  
Describe this study including: 

- Aim 
- Method 
- Results  
- Conclusion 

    

Evaluate strengths and weaknesses of the study     

Concept of intelligence 

Stages of readiness, active and learning     

 How learning theories apply to the development of education intelligence, 
through growth Mindset and teaching through meaning not learning styles.  

    

  



Psychology GCSE (OCR) PLC 

Paper 2: Section A: Memory 

Section Learned R A G 

Understand the following structure of information processing, and describe each process: 

Input     

Processing     

Output     

Encoding     

Storage     

Retrieval     

Define and describe the differences between long and short term memory, including: 

Capacity     

Duration     

Encoding     

Describe and explain the Multi-store Model of Memory (Atkinson and Shiffrin, 1968): 

The sensory register (store)     

Capacity of short-term memory     

Capacity of long-term memory     

Duration of short-term memory     

Duration of long-term memory     

The role of attention in memory     

The role of rehearsal in memory     

Explain strengths and weaknesses of the Multi-store Model of Memory (Atkinson and Shiffrin, 1968) 

 It is supported by research into the serial position effect (Murdock 1962)     

 Cases of amnesia support the existence of separate stores     

 It has been criticised for over-stating the role of rehearsal     

 Case studies suggest there may be more than one type of long-term memory     

Description of laboratory experiment – Braun, Ellis & Loftus (2002): Reconstructive Memory Research Study: 
Make my memory: How advertising can change our memories of the past.  

Aim     

Procedures     

Results     

Conclusions     

Evaluation Braun, Ellis & Loftus (2002): Reconstructive Memory Research Study: 

Internal and external validity (ecological validity)     

Reliability     

Generalisability     

Objectivity     

Subjectivity     

Bias and sampling     

Ethical issues     

Command words 

Name State Identify Define 

Describe Explain Assess Calculate 

Compare Complete Evaluate Draw 

 

 



 

Section Learned R A G 

Define and describe the differences between: 

Retrograde amnesia     

Anterograde amnesia     

The symptoms of retrograde amnesia     

The symptoms of anterograde amnesia     

Frontal lobe     

Procedural memory     

Describe and explain the Theory of Reconstructive Memory (Bartlett, 1932) including: 

What a schema is     

How schemas are formed     

How schemas influence memory     

How memory is actively reconstructed using schemas     

Explain strengths and weaknesses of the Theory of Reconstructive Memory (Bartlett, 1932) 

 The theory has real world applications     

 The theory has good ecological validity     

 It has been criticised for being subjective     

 Bartlett’s procedures were not particularly scientific     

Description of Bartlett (1932) War of the Ghosts 

Aim     

Procedures     

Results     

Conclusions     

Evaluation of Bartlett (1932) War of the Ghosts. Including: 

Internal and external validity     

Reliability     

Generalisability     

Subjectivity     

Ethics     

Types of forgetting 

Decay     

Displacement     

Retrieval failure (lack of cues)     

Application: Techniques used for recall (Advertising) 

Repetition     

Avoiding overload     

The use of autobiographical advertising     

The development of neuropsychology for measuring different memory functions: the 
Wechsler Memory Scale.  

    

Issues and debates:  Holism and Reductionism 

Define and describe the differences between holism and reductionism     

Explain how the Multi-Store Model and laboratory experiments on memory are 
reductionist 

    

Explain how the Theory of Reconstructive Memory and qualitative analysis are holistic     

 


